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VISIT TO ALEXANDRIA, 



ERRATA. 

VOL. XL 

Page 14, line 17, for except, read bat with. 

17 — 2, f^ consisted, read consists. 

28 — 10, dele by. 

222 — 18, far erected, read appointed. 

229 — 15f >br gawdy, fieod eandy. 

251 — 13, ybr Koran, mui&orin. 

255 — 5, for Amalfii, read Amalfi. 

806 — r, far l>ear, read often hear. 



We now descended the mountain by a steep 
rugged path,— rdeeply scooped in the solid rock, — 
diverging in angular turnings, — and so narrow 
as only at long intervab to permit beasts of 
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CHAPTER I. 

Steep Descent to Damascus—Success of Ibrahim Pasha 
— Arrival at the Gate— Long March through the 
Town— Spanish Convent — Remote Antiquity of Da- 
mascus — Assailed by the Crusaders— Commence- 
ment of Salah-e'deen's Military Career— Barrada 
the Pharpar of Scripture — Bazaars — Fountains — 
Baths — Narrow Streets — Magnificent Khan — Un- 
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the Victory at Homs. 

We now descended the mountain by a steep 
rugged path, — deeply scooped in the solid rock, — 
diverging in angular turnings, — and so narrow 
as only at long intervab to permit beasts of 
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2 APPROACH. TO , DAMASCUS, 

burden to pass each o&er.-^Crossing,tat tbefoot^ 
an uncultivated plain, i;epeated salutes iofaidiUery 
from the town gaVe cheering pjnotoise that the 
hero of Acre was still pursuing his . successful 
career. We next skirted a wall of sunrdried 
mud, and quitted? the plain by a narrow enclosed 
track, t0,the right, near a deserted moafc^ 'Thb 
led to a series ofintrijcate alleyg^ whose bounda- 
ri=^s of crude brick were overtopped by luxuriant 
trees<;< — ^but cq^pious sfj'eaiDs, ajewfilone dwdl^ 
ings, with, the noisy clic^ of the com-miH were 
the only signs of .our approach to *Hbe busy 
hum.ofmea." 0= i ♦>.(:; ;- J I 

A' broad paved road^::<to which jwjei at length, 
advanced) soon brought us to a mean, portal^ 
in the possession of Egyptian troops. Our 
course was now stopped^ our firman demanded, 
and our dragoman* required to explain who we 
were,.and whence ;«re'cama :Her^, — assured that 
the 'Tierkish: a3*my had been defeated. Und did- 



and; (the demieai^]ig*>wid1ii of th^ 'Mr6^t6 
pdiing lis ^to^feil' into i^egukrfi^ we entered the 
citydnimposing^cavdloadei'i^ • ^' » ' ' ' ' 
■~y OtHiijaiiiSBatj^ proud of' his glittering arms^' led 
th&<tair^ Ne&t vode m^ cdhpanioiiMthe Ibrit 
Uatifcy of^hisi Turkish habit^-^-^^^tb-its'Sd-briEi, ciiin- 
son<tarbooBb^i«nd gay purple tas^el^^^reHeved by 
a.ikmg^wfait^ bopTHDOse pendent' in ample folds 
frdm Ws ahbuldJei^. I • follGw^' ' in' a less showy 
costumi^ 9 — servants, ^uuapter mules^ ' and pedes«- 
trian atUxMaiits^ibfroug^ up the rear^i- ^ < = 

This march continued for more thaxi'half'tai¥ 
hiourv nearly^ iti ai straigh)^ line through streets 
of> shops^ amidst* the v busy movement <o(^*a 
thronged population* -Our European aspect ex- 
cited evident attention, but the -people betrayed 

* 

no sign of animosity-Mheir looks were marked 
only with ^m exprebsion of humiliation and dis- 
may. (TheembarrassmehtB of a crowded ca- 

B 2 



men^. dppQkkey; ^nder^i. Ioa40d c^mjdl^, itvmv^ 
fruit aad iwat^r t.yendeirs^ fwei^e r ocie$,@ionfli% 
passed with^ diffio^lty ^ , i but th^^e .impedimcN^ts 
fmmiouated,; i^^ Dgifli^ a turn, tQ, the' rigbt>i'^nd 
gladly I aligbteiij afe ^ the ^Fmnk . ; eonvi^tw i{Jnly 

. : Admitted ib}failow4oor) through a dismal pm- 
sage^ to 1 a amall ^oourt^ we . were i toWi thjrt » ithe 
inmates of .the 'house were q%iietly:*afeing»r:th^ir 
^f eiesti" SeJveral. mess^es were>3enirt0i the 
superior, rand as i»any discussions >held withroUr 
dragoman,' rwheitf^ur timid .hostsi pluoedr^th^^^ 
rocatHs at) our disposal^ satisfied^ rithat-Hoinoeent 
cl missionary merehiandise^ and guiltless of; $he 
wish to- «¥ade pastoral prolaabitionsr-^werhaidr no 
intention to disturb^' by the distribution of bibles, 
the contented ignorance of their flock. The cham- 
bers allotted to us — d^^rk, (dreary, aud i^com^lodi- 
ously situated-^ had e>ndently neither been opened 



ANTIQUITY 4)^ ©AMASeUS. 6 

naf s^pt -Bm^ ihef we*i^ Ifets* 'ietiMt4Ai hf- lorig4 
dip&vt^ gaeste'j — bttf^* Aweary eitid e^^Mted^'n^ 
thtttikfdlly accepted th^ii^y'our b<^ddingMatid bag- 
gisige good diniimi^bi% theit^dh^lesi^ JElsp^ct;^ ' * : 
" i Thusi all difficulties > stttnifb^Brtfed, ' th^ "dbjeet 
6f>^ur willed "vras^attiatlned^'th^ gai^^f Ddim»s^ 
cu8 were unclosed^ we were sheltered within thfe 
w6i}£^ ^ of |)6rhap9 %he m^st' ancient * >and! ' «ele- 
btlited ' dty that • has' outlived the j devouring 
ina^^es'of timer oan4 warfare;' 'We^now rec^tUed 
td mind* its edrly'foifiidatdot^^d)^ coni^iicuous 
figured it kakesdn^iiol3^writ^t» Hebrew* iiaipe, 
Dftmmesek^' M^hiehf hasi descended ei/en to our days 
with little variation j'flmfi^ corrupted to<Dime8k^< is 
s&il^reeogidsed byttheitihabitaiits; although the 
appellation of Shamis alike i^lied both to dis- 
trietand city. We* inferred that; the river* of 

* Many writers suppose the Barrada to be the 

Wikfpa!^' 6f Sbtlptiiffe; iut tt^' Abkili; pttJb^kf one 

tjoiriita • bcaneheay ; hMndlijf l> J^een .9atisfAct9^il|y4dentt- 



6 EARLY StiAT ' OF ^ ROtAETY, 

DamdsctiS, the Ghrysoirhoas ' df thfe Grefrftj^* Wtlst 
have derived its g61d-fl6wlrig liiaiiie *atfi^r *6m 
the fertility ifr prdd^6d ' th^' the ' asstmjdd 
riches of its sands, iirhife !BalTadfi^ frotfif-it^'^-^ 
nity to bard, the Arabic for eotdi mtttk^aiquit- 
Itty of high value iii^ a tohid bliriifate like this.' 

^Daknaseus, the edpital of a kingdom^ andi^e 
seat df royalty ftota the e^i^li^st ages, \t^ ii\x&- 
eessively overcome by the Israiefites^^ ' Ai^syriaiii^ 
afld bther poxii^tftil nationfe" of th^ East • Syrii, 
severed at the d^athof the Sfecedottiati ebiiqu^k^dr 
from his vast dbinSnidttfe,' Wafe U^iirped' By flife 

fled. The former witii fitti ^various < tvibutary- istredms, 
after . issuing froip , ft , 9Jl?ft , in thje moi^nt^in._pt a. ))]ace 
which might be called the Parting of the Waters, 
divides into several channels. The most conspicuous 
intersecting the " Agro Damasceno/' runs nearijr in 
a straight line to the city ; the others branching off 
in differCjiit directions, are either cpnducted to cisterns 
and fountains, or supply each garden with a refreshing 
rivulet. 



1iyi(5tx)rio«8"^ S^eucu&Tr4png jpo8s§$sje4 )iiwdet 
many commotipnp by v tbe[ , iSeleuciitor-wd >pn 
th^i^xpulsioQ of Ili9^t dyi;iafify,7~a centiiTDr J^efoi^ 
tfee Christian er%'Tr»'KgpajieB, king pf Arm^ia, 
ippuntedj the vacant throne. . . ^ i ! \ v vm ^ 

Ppmpey; with hi» r^i^tlesa. legipnp^ rafte^r* 
ward9 ^uhj^ated the Eastyiand Syriat wa^fixially 
annexed to. the^ il(»nan empire. iYfJ^ued^ jand 
long held in subjection by the, great/masters of 
the .world, Damascus was ev^atually.,adpr9ed 
with sumptupus memorials -of < their taste.and pi;tUr 
pificence. Thp Emperor Julian eulogii^pd this 
splendid city as the eye of the East, enjojdng 
a ddicious climate, — abundant Btreams,^ — unri- 
valled fertility,— and surpassing all others in 
magnificent temples, and gorgeous religious 
rites. 
i Become the seat of a Christian patriarch 

under the eastern empire, a Stately edifice was 

■"■•'■'. "■ - ■ . ■ • '' 

then raised and dedicated to John the Baptist, 



8 CONQUERED BY THE ARABS. 

which still exists as a Mohammedan mosk. It was 
wrested from the emperor Heraclius by the fana- 
tical followers of the prophet of Mekka when Aboo 
Bekker, his immediate successor, dispatched an 
army into Syria to spread the new faith by the 
power of the sword. Damascus, then invested by 
the impetuous Khaled, was ably defended, but 
compelled at the end of six months (a. d. 634) 
to surrender. Afterwards the seat of Moslem 
supremacy, for more than a century it was the 
residence of the Ommiade'Khalife— then passing 

-i<i' .''. .<-'•>[' 5 - fM'ji,.] •'..■' 'Mjfjrr /"' ou-t-f iv 

into the hands of the Abassides, at the ex- 

iiJif'J*; ''r, jiii.. /'! i)>/<r(t> *]» /iijj''.r 'ii // lj-ij^o 
tinction of that race became the capital of an in- 

dependent khalifate. 

Frequently threatened during the crusades 

by the intrusive Franks, it was at length re- 

gularly besieged, in 1148^ by the king of Jeru- 

salem, with a numerous band of French and 

German auxiliaries. The heroic Baldwin bore 

into the field a relic of the true cross, but the 
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SUBDUED BY THE TURKS. 9 

allied forces, were driven back, and their defeat 
attributed to the treachery of rival chiefs. This 
disastrous event was distinguished by the first 
appearance in arms of the stripling Salah- 
e'deen, (Saladin,) whose successful valour after- 
wards deprived the Christians of their venerated 
relic, and despoiled them of their most valued 
Syrian possessions. 

Long held, amidst destructive contentions, 
by the khsthfis of Egypt, Damascus was ravaged 
in 1400 by Timoor the Tartar ; — the year fol- 

/ mI. U> .< M>.'>>;j>ri/ •'..11 ';. -fiirr.!? -lir 

lowing was nearly destroyed by an accidental 
fire; — ^and on the death of Timoor again re- 
verted to its former possessors. Finally sub- 
dued, with all the adjacent countries, in 1516, 
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by the Turks, under the victorious banner of 
Sultan Seleem, — this city, though often torn by 
civil dissensions, has been constantly held in the 
rapacious grasp of these merciless Vandals of the 
East, until it recently submitted to Ibrahim Pasha« 

b5 



10 BA^AXAs. 

witK anklous curiosity tb inspfecit the tbWti. Pre^ 
ceded by bur J anissiity, tod acboniptoi^ ' by wir 
dragoman, we threidfed tHfe'1ntri<^t(3 iHk^fSs 6f 
many obsciirfe' alley^,' aM df s^verSl- tiil^rfved, 
^nd almost ititertninabl^ '' bai^rsi ' The^e * rows 
of diminutive reciesses, around whiclf tb^'arii*6les 
on sale are invitingly displayed,' have '^ihall 
platforms in front, famished with catfpdtiS^*fethd 
cushibiis. Ilere sit the proprietors, '^Btfr ihfefr 
legs crossed beneath them— idealtly d^egie*^l!h^ 
wares all" Within itich— ail'd ' ofteii witK btfitbttl^i^ 
besi(fc fbeiia, in slmiTdi* jpdsturcs," si&okifag o^ dip- 
ping coffee,-^auxiliat5^ in cdnstatit rtJ^tfiMtibn 
during the riegociation of all mercatitile aflBlws. 
— Barbers' shops^ distinguished by smalllooking- 
glasses and arabesque paintings, — cotfee-houstes, 
and repositories for eatables, were often • g& b 
larger scale. Softie of the b^i:!aari^ are -iVide, — 
tolerably bmlt,— VI Aloftyrcfdfe'; — m^itefre^uefatly 



ojd^— namrow-Mlark— 31^9^ above , ^tk^ ^ S^^^ 
Jjranches,; o^r.t^tered Awni^gs, ancj^^^ept; Jtg^ee- 

ably ,(X)ol by Qoiwstaiit} watfiring^ , ^^, .:. -.-j:.:/ 
A Imsy assemblage, ojF passenger^, pivrcha^ersy 
aa4 loiterers, aljyays crowd the, different bazars, 
where the. spirit of tj'affic seeipas to es^t in ^eat 
activity, . TTiese macvow pa^^agei^ lire .Q|i:en , jncpm- 
p^oded .by, gai^ dreeefed, Jiorsem^n, pr strines.of 
lo^ade^ ,eamel9, but, the people read^|y rn^Jc^ jway, 
5*5)4 ag^oT^^iupe tbeir,place^.witb ,undi9.tur]^^ 

coWP9^F?n. I^^ofirwit, ^d^ fc^ffi^^^gSr^are 
cried in th/e stareejl^^ I^pupt^ps, 9f Qfd^»ary^-cpn- 
stmx^o% are j^ot uocominpn.^ .BatJiSf,with, jjp- 
glazed windows that allow their ^equeuters tp, be 
seen reposing on mattrasses, often .OjCcuTt but .nei- 
ther in their exterior nw interior h|i,ve they the 
slightest pretension to decora|ive taste. 

Narrow wiQding streets .impede tl^e.vi^>v;,pf 
di8taEit..objeQt8 — b^ce pM)sk8 apd ininai^ts are 
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12* suMPPit^AJs khan;. 

alm^^'^^onceailed, and- when j[iartiaUy seen are r 
found^ti^' p^dSes^ n^ dlaims to arichitectural dia^t. 
tiir^ti^n. ' Most' of ' the hatidia'aft trades. :a]».r 
coil&ii^ ^6 ap^ticidar^bikzasarij-^stveets of sboenn 
m^^, ^addlers^ (^ cafr|^nters,-are frequeuliy 
pa^6^ ;- ' tthd IheiT ^^efe * of ^ packing^iMuses -m» 
realty^ ^rprfsife^i The baanat '^f th^ gold-- 
sniiths, a l«&ge^sqt«fi[<^' builffiiig, i» divided into ♦ 
aisle'^^'as if kf tod «fi(fe b^en '« dWureh; Th^dif^^ 
feifeiit aS^^iM^i ']^rihc}^y'iArAifem«n«,T ar^a^^ 
cotMdd^fM ii^^^l^t^ diviMonfB, 9ti& eonstantljB ' 
ply»iWir^wftftfe^'MrikB'deifeitti^ i'o* r.^il' 

We entered several khans, whidi'CiOtttflLin^thei 
ma^azitic^ bi^^oliial^ tftfe^cB^titiS: ^ ♦ That distiki- 
guistied 8CS 'liie great^ Rhih 'i§ a ' srimptiUdUS' builds • 
ing. Evi^iy part,^ like th^ catJiedral bf Rof ence^ 
is formefd in alt^ate la^rs of black and white 
masonryl A nofete gbtMc gateway leads tO' ar 
spkdous sqfuar^ cbtirt, *#iti&f a^'handso^ne foun^- 
tain ' in the triiadlef bf '* beidufiful arcade' of ' 



^ 



poiiiiedoarch^ni i^egej/^eiUiidi^' iwit^< ^Q«il4rT . 
ingBy^ teimmate' afaovejin « jgix)up otaipaU (k^nB^. ^ 
coRBtruoled in fi; subiUr oinjamonti^dii}:^^. ,Thi3 
ample ratreatwms^ AUtdp>.^ith?;ik.JJ9W;>^. of tmiite^ 
teersy* :CW)ilcliiijg,-!ai*PWfl; tbeir^^ortipburdien^.: 
betfits. - Oit f tb9i>«frd«n4nflpor , ; ^^e( ,^^trsix^£i& . 
to obianbeYs ^9ai^xmf^^W^'^ ^^.^H^^c^g; 

sewiiaJ'<4f tii^riiibaip^i w/9 w^r^l,Xiea4ily; ghown 

waeiitbtenKiyiW^ .jaSotto^ifpi;^PR^|t(ff9,, cJiiBpaisbed 
when told th«,t,ciM^pj%^,;Pflt,pujpb^i^^ the. 

moAreiiitintr.ymtfi ^/ .-ffjui-i ffif..-,>: * — -. .f. '/ 

Egifrptian-guAf^t-fbut^iO^trpeillier officecs nor sol- 
diers strolling i^' the str^e^ .. The ,£^earance 
of »the inhabit^t^ inYaiiAbly indicated ease and 
opulenc^M. Tbfiy/'Were npiyers^y well-dressed, 
generally g^opdrlppMng^ . ^nd. |^U remarkable for 
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turbans: ¥^re^ arraaged ,. This ulipertant affaur 
\& the daily business of the barb^y ^ and ■ those of 
Damascus are celebrated foretaste in!kllthe:my&- 
tecies of the toilet^ including the art of iniparU 
ing to the beard and mustachiosithat dark glossj^ 
hue so anxiously and universally coveted*;^ TTie 
different venders in the bazaars have a cheerfol^ 
pleasant mannen In selecting^ a few purdastees, 
wewene civilly offered cu^ions^ 2lnd invitMi^to 
ascend the platfoim, while dealeT&> ; in showy f ar^ 
tid^s ofbein directiedMOur'afctekitioiii)tO!di& raoet 
attnractiT&as-wepasiedi'-i.'/ ,i:fi>- n [^ ;■ •••f.it.iiifi 
ir The houses, ^ tWQjstoides^ hideously andirvef 
gnlarlyiConstruoted^areiinereKframes ofidinrUepp, 
filled up with sun-dried bricks. Chi the ^groUhd- 
floor they are invariably without windows tc the 
street, except a ssojall one now aini then iprojeeJ- 
ing from the upper story, so completely ob- 
scured with rudely-carved lattibe as almost to 
exclude light. The streets, out of tl^e ^^rdin^ry 
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coihse irf^ traflttc, ai^ci dull, and Bttte? fr^quentedi 
Exteamally they present- otily the- backi <tf mean, 
straggling ^ habitations^' mth > here and: there^ a 
low'fioor^ yet mdny: are said to be sfiacious atMl 
handsome witiiinf to be the dwellings of'treald^ 
mei'chakits, and. to hie furnished with all the lux^ 
udbes that an oriental establishment requites. ' 

A gateway of unusual pretiension, in an elevated 
blaak wall,. Uke that of a fortress^ was pointed out 
to us, in a narrow alley,' as the entrance of the 
most di^nguifihed mansion in the town. It is 
inhabited by a family which has produced several 
pasha%-^was' long celebrated £ot opnletice iand 
splendour, but is now impoverished and decayed. 

On our way home we had a view of the prin- 
cipal mosk, once the church dedicated to St 
John the Baptist.* It originally occupied the 

*^ As Mr. Buckiqghain^ more fortunate than our- 
selves^ was able leisurely to inspect this mosk^ I 
subjoin that gentleman's description. 

'^ The great mosque stands on an elevated position^ 



16 THE GREAT MOSK, 

centre of an open area, but is now so encum- 
bered with buildings, that the gate can only be 

-i;.r: •.■■!'!*<■..,.,•'!'>'»•' ';«;n .-';:. ; ;.. t.- f T;il*>' | 

approached through an obscure alley of shops* 
filling up an arcade of ancient columns, per- 
haps the remains of a stately entrance. We 
stood a few moments at the gate, and looked 
into an extensive square, paved with marble, 



nearly in the centre of the city On approaching 
its entrance ^e asc^hded a HigM of s^^s leiflfi^g 
up to the< door/ near iwhich is^ a. fountain < that sends 
forth a cqlviinn of jf at^r to the height of ten^pr ^1;^ea 
feet. — The square court in front is magnificent. — The 
interior of the mosque^ from its vast dimensions^ pro- 

duces a most imposing effect. — Its form is that of an 

.1 .■ ' . . . — • i . ': ■ ' 

oblong square^ composed of three long aisles running 

- . , . - • I. V 

parallel to each other^ and divided by rows of fine 
Corinthian columns.— On the outside it is seen that 
these three aisles have each a separate pent roof, that 
the large dome rises from the middle of the central roof, 
and that at the end of each of these is a minaret. The 
outer court has on three of its sides a portico or colon, 
nade of Syrian granite pillars, mostly of a fine grain 
and reddish colour ; but we did not observe the co- 
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decorated with a fountain, and having on three 
sides a cloister that consisted of two tiers of 
pointed arches, supported bycorinthian columns. 

,- ',.>'1- r,\ •III;, '••!!'.':»■. ill. 'i';'- ; : .'/'■■'>';' '!^ , i j. 

TTie body of the building, in the shape of a cross, 
withi a fine dome rising in the centre, is covered 
with sloping roofs, similar to those of our own 
sacred structures. The front, of imposing ex- 
tent, exhibits, above, rows of Saracenic windows 



mixed with small pillars, while the noble 
cjpjl^t^r fqj^^s ^ sji^QJies of pprtipo l[)jelqi5^. ,H[eir^ 
ateurediibyintMiir guide* Jihat >it was (Unsafe to 
lifi^i^,'V^ left witti V^^et in fearly spedmeh' of 






t'l 



lumns of verd-antique which are said to be in that 

front of the mosque which faces the courts though 

^:^ ill' ■'.'■'; I -i- . -' ." -'1^'' ;• i. }r: ■•y., .' ."hi-i;- ...."•. .ti- 
lt was very possible for them to exists and yet to have 

. - r " • - - ■<-•.'• f '». . . ' ♦ , . • . f • 

escaped our observation. 

" This mosque is thought by some writers to have 
been built by the Emperor HeracHus^ and dedicated to 
Zachariah ; but the Turks call it the mosque of St. 
John the Baptist^ and believe it was built by Khalif 
Weleed in the 86th year of the Hegira^ A. d. 706." 

Ii:11i •'fi L ." /ij^O.'i: .-ri,\\'\'' )M(Jj,"T*t .'J.i t . '' •• / .'.. 



IS ANTWATHY ; tTO. CCWfSULS. 

ecclesiastioikl architBctureyiUp^a iiidikk we vwamld 
gladly have bestcvv^ed a^doserinq^eotiocd rr. h. 

The day after <MUf:jumyal we iBceived'a^vJa^ 
from. Monsieur Baudin, ■' a ^Freaeh resident^rn^ 
the DidyMEiiropean'oommemaiiBgent '>)b3^ 
ever been pennitted to: lestabMsh hin^s^ imtthis 
capitaL He is, h0wevery<not;{)ubliely>aecredited^ 
nor allowed to: enjoy protecting consular'^ jmrsh 
leges, for to that office such i& th6 aotdpalhy :0f 
the people of . I>asnaseus,> : that ;. althoughi j Mp« 
Farren was appointed by- the (British g)©vei»f 
meut consul-general of; Sjrriai, with , permisi^cn 
from Constantinople to reside here, tUs ptojected 
innovation produced such serious disturbanceia 
that he never ventured to set hi* foot withi»'4;he 
walls. , '■".. 

Monsieur Baudin, once attaehed to the 
establishment of Lady Hester Stanhope^ has 
passed many years im the eadtk He 8|)baks widi 
fluency the language of tbef couhtry, ikeodes^ Hke 
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of the EnropeitiiJ coni»itls' ait Aleppo, ^o^lbat 
plaeehB prudently witiidrdMr with his faiiiily 
last jeiaF, to dToid being dhvMvbd in < the Impen^^ 
mg pofitical comlBotions^ but the isecuiity afford^ 
ed' by ■ Egyptian' ' occupation • has- ' lately ' induced 
him to* return. ■ 'Byihis'ageficy a cdmn^mdl 
intereomseis maintained with France through 
Bairootfand Marseilles^ and he: has succes^iiUy 
executed commiseions for Arab horses^ which 
are often brbuight hiere for dale^ but those of a 
guperior cace^ always prqcured with difficulty, 
caH'Only bi^) obtainied by negociationrand ^ad^ 
dressi^' ' .! ' -:* ■ -u-^^r-^' ?!.•■- o-.^i' .<>-. -,•}-;. ml- 
< We now heard < that the' battle of - Homs^ tddk 
place on the 7th of July, the day we reached 
Baibee^ although the intelligence was only 
received'at iDamasons on the day of our ar» 
livaL- .The Result of > this engagement had 
been- haikd/.witb great satisfaction by thosi^ 
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who' cottfeld6red ihfe sfebflit^tf W^ri^wlf '^i 
gaiiized goTertimeiit a& the only sectit^'agdillki 
th^'renewal <jf ah^hy ahd disbBftl. 'Aif'Sfer 
h^be^ti i^oi&MdtBy issued foi-'#^e 'iSfM'c^f 
ilkkMfeation and- rejoiicinjf j' ttid^ as ttfl^WiEe 
second, we detennined to witness th^^^iU^tilkf 
^iJiSctade of a turbul^iit, faniatici pb^fiflMM' 'pter- 
fiihrih^' Ih6 Seivefe p^hanbfe' '(rf WkWl^i 'it 

vibti^ryi- which ifiust rivi^t' Ifhe' fetterf' W MSi^ 

iih^'osed:" '-' ■'■-'"•"-■ •■•'" ';>!'>•-' '.k.-. 

"We totl6d the bazaars, iti the ^v^ii%,'b'ril- 
liantly illuminated, and some of them relillj^'lrfth 
adiUtfable teffeliti'the'me i^ibylJi^mtt^^^ 
wfere all ^trown ()pen.^SKaWls'aiia bM^yiii)*^ 
articles formed draperies within "kifd ai'S^nd 
ihem.-^'Many of 'the plitfoiini were'converlM 
into splendid divans, with liiandsome c^^t^ and 
cushions. — Garlands and evef^'4ehs #4re ifariiS- 
m^ mingled wilh ' tflg ■ Mperia^-i-V^ey • "k 
flowers Were plafefed MoA^'wak-li^hU'tii' loffy 



wives wd <^<^eR>m% If ttPT- eiyoyjflg tb,e flighfei 
'^^9^ #W^«i i?Hi^i*ctf P»>i , hft9,|i8d, little .efifeiqt 

» 

ag^p mi5ce4 freely witb the crowd, their fyc^s 
concealed with coloured veils, and , th|W 
Yflpf^e p^ppps,^;6;oii>, he^ ,t9 ^oqU with^ w^ite 

1 , Ti!"®. ^W f?^m ,^WK Ruminated pply ^ 
gH^Pfii4^fi,^Jaiifps, I ;^,e^^ thj^oftged^, MT^^h groups 
of^Q^— fn^ny^jijr^i^e siugii^g to the .sound o;!^ fi 
lute, pr a ^mall drupa; others keeping t}xae 
hj clapping their hapdp^ — all, occasipnally join- 
ing In .the chori^ of the song. At some 
shop^^^^ coi^c^r^ was va^d l)y„the, pantpmuBi^c 
Wy«»»?nt8,,fif,-#>.o?i?ffl^ <\^Cfi, ajiji the wpnc 



22 CORDIALITY OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS. 

ders of the magic-lanthom were in one place 
exhibited to a gaping crowd Trains of youths, 
principally Christians and Jews, often passed 
along, singing, beating small drums, and seem- 
ing cordially to unite in exultingly celebrating 
their liberation from tiiraldom. ' Guards were 
only seen at the usual stations^ nor (U4,,a £^pg}q 
individual belonging to the garrison mingle -with 



«i 



'J 



the crowd. 

The revels concluded at an early houj*, ajjd 

by tei3i o'clock all :vras silent, a* -the icdt^iof^die 
dead. - • -i • ;" • - • ■ ••'■ *" 

^ . . ■ . .^,,<,^ ,;,.../ , , ,, \\. /.:. J 
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PrfentfH MilitaiT'' Instructor— -I)amascu8 an important 
< ^ashalio^AntipathjrjDf ) Inhabitaiits' t« Eurofy^atis-^ 
Revolution at Damascus — Massacre of ^bci fasha 
and his Officers — Their Heads carried through the 
Street's on rikes— ^Advance of Ibrahim's Forces to 
DamasaKs-wiSubmii^slAn of'the toWn — Batde of 
Homs— March to Aleppo— Splendid remains of State 
Apartments in the Citadel — Christian Exultation ~ 
Convent — House of Ananias— Place of the Apostle 
Paul's Conversion. 

On the following morning a military instructor, 
a native of France, who had heard of our ar- 
rival, made a visit to our hosts, and requested 
to see us. To this wish we cheerfully acceded. 
With the hope of obtaining some authentic in- 



24 MILITARY INSTRUCTOR. 

formation of recent events. He inlbrmeii us 
that, having been inconsiderately involved in the 
political struggles of Europe, he had subse- 
quently entered the service of the pasba of 
Egypt To give continuity to his narrative, it 
may be well to premise that the pashalic of !t)a- 
mascus, originally including nearly the 'wtole 
of Syria and Palestine, constituted one of the 
most extensive and valuable in the gift of the 

• b ' I- •' ■ • 

sultan, for over Egypt he had long held a mere 

•■*.'■' 
nominal sovereignty, and the revenue yielded 

by that country had been virtually a voluntary 

contribution. 

The tribute exacted from the pasha of Da- 

mascus was moderate, but large presents were 

annually necessary to secure his re-appointment. 

His authority was unlimited. Invested with 

the title of conductor of the pilgrims, he was 

charged with the duty of escorting them across 

the desert to Mekka. To meet the expenditure 
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conuected wiiji this office, he was allowed to lay 
an import on the land, and to levy such arbitrary 
contributions as discretion qr avarice .might 
prompt. 

The inhal^itants of Damascus, notoripuply 
bigoted and intractable, have been enriched by 
the profitable commence brought to their doors 
by the annual assembling of pilgrims from dis- 
tant countries ; for the advantages of trade are 
invariably united in the east, with the duties of 
devotion. They hold their city to be sacred, 
and call it tjhe gate of Mekka. Towards Euro- 
peans they have always shown an invincible an- 
tipathy, aggravated of late by the improveipents 
adopted both iu Turkey and Egypt The 
sultan, towards the autumn of last year, having 
appointed a new pasha, and bis exigences re- 
quiring extraordinary supplies, his deputy was 

commanded to levy ^n additional contribution 

' ,1 • . '. ■ . ,•'.-. ■ , • 1. •■ » f' • { ■ • .- . • 

VOL. II. . C ^ 



26 REVOLUTION AT 

on the town. This was at first resisted, after- 
wards acceded to, but never paid. 

The steps that had been taken to make this 
place the residence of an English consul, with the 
knowledge that Mr. Farren had actually arrived 
at Saidee, led to the belief that further innova- 
tions were contemplated; — that the recently- 
established governor was the willing agent of 
the sultan — favourable to the Franks, and the 
abettor of those perverting institutions which had 
elsewhere been insidiously introduced. All now 
was tumult and confusion. Disaffection secretly 
fomented by the bigoted Ulemahs, and counte- 
nanced by some of the most influential citizens, 
spread rapidly among the people, and in the 
month of September burst into open revolt. 
The pasha shut himself up in the citadel, 
where he was closely besieged for several days. 
His little garrison fired upon the insurgents. 
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who, exasperated to frenzy, refused all terms of 
accommodation. But provisions at length fail- 
ing, the besieged— compelled to capitulate, — 
opened the gate under a solemn promise of 
personal security to all within. 

The reign of anarchy, however, had com- 
menced, the compact was treacherously broken, 
the house in which the pasha had taken refuge 
was forcibly entered during the night, and him- 
self and four of his principal oflScers savagely mas- 
sacred before the door. These ferocious savages, 
with true revolutionary finy, paraded the heads 
of their victims, the next morning, on pikies 
through the town, and that of the pasha was finally 

r 

brought to the gate of the convent where we reside. 
The trembling monks were forced from their con- 
cealment, the head, stigmatized by the mob as 
that of a kafer, (infideU) and the friend of kafers, 

was insultingly thrown before them, and a threat 
held out, which the payment of a large fine only 

c2 
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averted, of having it nailed as a trophy over their 

door. 

- •.. .. * •> •. ■ "i '/ -i'if.lKr J.', ■•]• : .; 
The Serai, in the mean time, was pillaged — 

the rich embellishments of the interior torn 



I > < . 



down, and an attempt made to set it on fire. 



•1 V* 



The solidity of the building resisted the destruc- 
tive element, but the conflagration spread to 
the adjoining bazaar, and fi'om the construction 
of the houses, it seems wonderful that any 
part of the city escaped. For a short time 
two or three of the principal inhabitants di- 
rected this revolutionary movement, but soon 

losing their influence, Damascus exhibited the 

.■ • ■ !',..-. n- 'I .hi' *'';'> '-'v n-^ f.'.-j'jsf 

strange anomaly of a city, containing a hundred 
and forty thousand inhabitants, remaining for 
five or six months without any settled govem- 
ment. The houses of the rich became fortresses, 
every man carried arms, each relying upon 
by his own courage to protect his family and 
eflects. But more extraordinary still, when 
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the first fury had subsided, no farther at- 
tempt at pillage was made, or glaring outrage 
committed. 

Anarchy, at length become irksome, gave 
place to a desire for order. A negociation 
was opened with the Porte, the sultan's au- 

, I 1' I ■ 1 ■ • «•• <»t- 'l'' .1.1' J' 

thority again recognised, and a new pasha 



appointed and received. He possessed, how- 
ever, no real power, for although permitted to 
regulate some departments of the government, 
he was denied access to the citadel, which in- 
deed had been rendered unfit for a state resi- 
dence, but was still a place of considerable 
strength. Ibrahim Pasha's approach speedily 
followed this appointment, — an auspicious 
event, likely to lead to a general ameliora- 
tion in the east, and thus described in the 
" Fourth Bulletin of the Army of Syria," pub- 
lished at Alexandria on the eve of our leaving 
that place. 
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" On the 8th of June the army, quittiug 
Acre, marched towards Damascus. On tiie 
14th it reached Kennateer, and on the follow- 
ing day Awadee, a village an hour and a half 
from Damascus, where it halted for the night. 
At three in the morning the enemy appeared. 
Eight hundred cavalry menaced the left, and a 
body of infantry, composed of hastily levied 
citizens, came forward on the right. The gene- 
ral-in-chief, Ibrahim Pasha, immediately ad- 
vanced with his horse and a division of foot, 
under Achmet Bey, to attack those on the 
left, while the corps of cavahy, commanded by 
Khawagee Achmet Aga, and the mounted Be- 
doweens charged on the right. The enemy's ca- 
valry, incapable of sustaining a vigorous assault, 
hastily quitted the field, and their example was 
speedily followed by the infantry, who dispersed 
at the first fire. 

" All Pasha, the governor of Damascus, con- 
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vinced of the inutility of resistance, then quitted 
the town, accompanied by the mufti and principal 
authorities, and took the road to Salahiah, fol- 
lowed by about fifteen hundred horse, and five 
hundred foot 

" The inhabitants of Damascus, long harassed 
by the vexatious oppression of their rulers, 
then tendered their submission. Confiding in the 
generosity of the commander-in-chie^ they im- 
plored his forbearance, and gave him possession 
of the city. 

" On the morrow,, at sunrise, the Emeer 
Besheer received orders to proceed to the 
town, with five thousand cavalry and infantry on 
one side, while his highness the general-in-chief 
advanced with the main body on the other. The 
principal inhabitants then came forward to give 
him welcome, and to promise obedience. 

" Having entered the city, his highness took 
up a position on the plain of Goeck Medany, 
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where he ei^camped .\rili^ hjs qa;YaJryv,<[9gethj^j^ 
with the division coI^]^a^ded by ^b^. Ihqq^^ 
Besheer. , « ^ - . r« 

" Ibrahim P^ha, tiiie general's ^ ^ept^jsw, ^ ai^^ , . 
entered H;he town lyith bi^ hor^p apfi ^?|rtillery,;,-, 
and a bodjrpf infaptjy took^jposs^s^joa. q^ ..fbiB 
citadel'' 



''.'.< ' , ' ', .1 



Ibr^-him's stay at ^- Dan^^c^s w^ si^rt, ^^^ . , 
regulations forJ;he security of the tQiip ji^didpu^ , . 
and his ipaanpi^r tq idl coviyte/j)us, an4 couc^iati^^. , 
Our hosts, the.J^ranciSjCaJa?^. d}d, not n^g^^ct tjiej , 
favourable opportuf^ity^ pf Viaiting„p^^pa.;«^it^y 
congratulations, ^ '^i.e^.M^eire .ip^.j^^ci9us^ je^, 
ceived,. invited. ^.^tai^fj^s^ta, on bis^divan^ W^,- 
to the astojiishment and dismay, of th^^^fijte pgr-^ 
secutors, were served jjpith cqffee^ promised pro^ ^ . 
tection, and assured that they s^iould no Jopger^ 
be subjected to vexa,tiqus exactioj^. .. . ^ ,.. , ■ 

A body of TC^^^h . trpops . having joined 
the undiscipline4 levies of the aspembled pia^t, 



sha^tLi/thc'^btor 'i^poiiitecT a • gbV'ernor anci 
coUiicSl, vmfi a 8ifMci4nt^'forc^ 'to ' maintain' 
possession of Damascus, and again fearlessly 
pu8hfed-"teW»ifr(r-%'"% ttie- fo^iirie' of 'the 
field:^ '''Tfie'libfetile'^jf llad iiow' iaken v^' 
a ^sifebri-'tf^^Honlk ' n'%aa- iiid'"tb con- 
sist of a numerous collection of irregular' 
trobps/'TifAught' to^eth^ ffoni various district!^, 
and' ' lefl "b^ ' their I'esp^ctiVe * go'frernfbrs,' toge^ 
thei^'witfe'd' reiiifonitoent of'fein ijibUsahd re- 
guliifs'- ifent' Hf tt^' siatiif.' "fBiWiiiA, dotf^ct^' 
in^"dei&'Ui^n&"WM WpHydi^ of su'ch'^ 
tow&^iis'^ei^'til^^' dScu^rebl for by tliis'tim^ 
h^'^^ tM^r<it 4ferf&ip6^t;^^i^e iii S^ 
exdb^ Mkp^' kiv'i^c^ '»ftef 'ii"^^'<irt"stayit 
Balb'eb,''tb'^&i^ Hdks. ^ tiere, taking a pbsitibn 
ahntJBit'Wt'hiii'Big'bt oJ' &e' ^emy^s eampi he in- 
timidated them 1^ tb^ 6xM^ce ^dordbr of 
the''*tr6<ip8"^''racc«i3sfully"atiicl" rapitlly l^rbught 
forWiai:d^1»'"6p'^e~'theti^ " 'An' e^giigf^itit en- ' 
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sued — the first advaQtage was gained by the 
Turks — but incapable of resisting the courage 
and discipline of the Arabs, animated by the 
ardour of their impetuous chief — they were 
thrown into disorder. Confusion spread through 
their ranks, — consternation paralysed their ef- 
forts ; and they were driven from the field with the 
loss of their whole artillery and baggage. The 
predatory habits of the Bedoween cavalry were 
eminently useful in the active pursuit which 
then commenced. A well-stored military chest 
rewarded the zeal of the captors, who were 
further indulged with the welcome privilege of 
a general pillage. Thus the whole armament 
was disbanded and dispersed, with comparatively 
little sacrifice of life on the part of the victors, 
but with considerable slaughter, and many cap- 
tives, on the part of the vanquished. 

Elated with success, Ibrahim pressed forward 
on Aleppo; and we afterwards heard that a 
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courier had left his army within twelve leagues 
of the town, where a deputation had already met 
him with the keys. The same messenger re- 
ported that amicable overtures had arrived 
from Bagdad, — that his career of conquest 
would not be bounded by the desert, for even 
at Stambool, (Constantinople,) it was confi- 
dently believed that a powerful party, adverse to 
the administration of the sultan, secretly en- 
couraged his designs. Still, the terror of his 
name, and the superiority of his force, alone 
enable him to maintain his menacing attitude, 
for had he been defeated at Hoins, an event, 
however, which no one ^acquainted with the real 
state of the opposing troops could havje appre- 
hended, an extensive conspiracy was organized 
here, the massacre of the whole garrison decreed, 
and the reign of anarchy once more triumphantly 
anticipated. 

On the foUowing day we accompanied our new 
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apqua^ntaoce • tblthei i^oitade^^ tMioei «< iplacer-:fof 
gr^,8tarengt\^ -and ijoedled > ite iSerln^f: as H«¥in^^ 
beep tl^^re^epcet of fbnneri j}«sha9J»'i>The-eii^ 
tranoe is /^Uise tQitbe 'piiticipalibaaaar^ ebntmodl-* 
o|^(ly r^buiU, ai|iQ«"the.'lall& omiflagratioihii <To^ 
gain the ^^4f^ we ^^pese .i^ ihrbugh iride^ondP 
stroogly^^^ttUodT passa(^r.gQaiirdediby>ito|BMry/ 
apd^tlmed iipti^, th^'«^coutrement8rv|md'''U^ 
g^eyH>A§Wfr s^pproachedMthejpanrftiiOfigindly^ 
the.viGer'egal«-h4bitotiQ)i9 «U'iit^ad>Hdila{iidiitM^i 
dl^qiantled^ )SUEi4 ui ruip& MXhe^dumher afiJKidi-k'' 
eiiQQrba(l.t>9^Q ^padou8^andi'8plfDdid^(>.(Aii^:tirBa«-' 
v^&f^ ,p^ieps9y^at ^one/iood, randj.atlme partbi»r 
ol . a, ,rieblyiieai]j^ed.>teiUng».nwitk: brackets ^and^ 
p^aip^ fiii^ly .executted) stiU attested its.fcsner 
magiufiqen^. > . Fragments lof an inlaid {>arement 
were visible), anda, diso^embered fovmtain islsill 

poured forth a limpid stream... ({ ^.. -. . >- ..' >it 

Other h9ll-demol]3hed ^Y»Qp)8y< defimned^^'by 
ru|ie- partitiiops^.oC majtej/a^^drftlanfaS)"' tiadi'one^ 
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beeuf suxpptueusty (tecorated;^! The iMrdeni^^^iaK 

of 4t»:t)|iiameiltolf cflanned w«rlq "exMbited^ sdliii^' 
aimirfible) Bpeekiicfauii ofn'oiieiltat ^^tatote; C%H^ 
ings audrdooBtr.ikwve aH.^'^labdra£($ly c^ed> ^i3 
foTfpei, rat 'iwehmnjgte, i««rei'e'>«fupjM^rt^ -By 'M-^ 

D$}icatei4)i]BS( eof ^ rthe > sanar l^le^tot ^d6i^tn]^6- 
tj^t)».ibfmiinbldqg^6nicaU]r}d^ aiid Hiickiy'h^ 
ld4]iifitl]fHiiiiall}4eyiG)es an 'ttidth^r-c^f^^eftrl^ su^^' 
rotmdeil ncBBsei )i» die walk. 'So^^iMim^ trjt6^' 
riearrmgAiioiisljriniiterlaDed'^ 'luld' omltilitoted^ ii^tll ' 
paiotrngi giidkig^' or inlaying, extended 16t^' 
tbefiid^/^of' 'Iht' room iii' tight* pointed ' drdhe^ 
sprnig&ig^ &9«l^bi*iM;ket8 ih ' tile - coinei^ ai^ - the ' 
effeottrfrtfie whole wa? heightened by beautifnl 
compartmentfit 6f coloured marble that formed 
the fomitains and floore. ' ' . r 

.'Thb^mmk^belongingtO ibe^pakceis in a state 
oSsueh imer d^86lati6ii^ tfa^t^b obtaiti tL view of the 
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interior, it was necessary to mount a wide breach 
in the walL A rich square window, situated 
high above the floor, had alone escaped, destruc- 
tion. It was finely sculptured in white marble, 
with the usual divisions for glass filled up 
by an intricate and highly-wrought species of 
mimic treUis-work, covered with delicate clus- 
ters of creeping foliage : — the design and ex- 
ecution so admirable as to leave no doubt of its 
European origin. 

On ascending the ramparts — ^a task of some 
difficulty — ^we found the extent of the citadel to 
be much greater than we had supposed. Erected 
before the invention of gunpowder, it could but 
feebly resist the force of artillery; but con- 
structed with large, diamond-cut stones, and in- 
cluding eleven bastions within its circuit, some 
of them mounted with cannon, and all suppUed 
with a guard, it is still capable of overawing the 
factious inhabitants of the town. 
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July 12th. — As day was drawing to a close, 
the tranquillity of our abode was suddenly dis- 
turbed by boisterous sounds of joy from the 
street We were then conducted to a small pro- 
jecting window, obscured by a thick treUis, but 
pierced at the sides and bottom with circular 
apertures, through which, ourselves unseen, we 
viewed an assembled multitude beneath, that 
rent the air with shouts and acclamations. We 
quickly descended, and found the superior, with 
some of the monks, at the open wicket of a little 
postern, demurely witnessing the exultation of 
the collected crowd. It consisted of a large con- 
course of young men, of different Christian 
communities, who were parading, in triumphal 
procession, their own quarter of the town. Each 
was suppUed with a stick, which he shouldered 
like a musket. An artificial camel, decorated 
with flowers and bells, preceded them, numerous 
small drums regulated their movements, and 



40 PRAISE OF IBRAHIM PASHA. 

,. t- • . M n/i ' .c- --)* d^i-i'^^M^l^ lO.I >/lt0 3blVt 

banners, composed of wreaths of foliage, — a cross 
conspicuously decorated, and other emblems of 
liberation, waved m the air. Their countenances 
were highly animated, their shouts long and 
loud, nor was that of " buoni Franki" forgotten. 
Verses m praise of Ibrahim Pasha were entnu- 

siastically sung, — ^his valour extolled to the 

•'-'<:: V i'* -M., ^^"'I^if;^ ^^'in^' '^'^'^^i'*'^ 
skies, and urged to advance fearlessly to Constan- 

tinople, he was cheered with the assurance that 

his victorious sabre was destined to subdue 

the world. We could not have had a more con- 

vincing proof of the impression produced by 

Ibrahim's liberal policy. Hereafter, perhaps, 

whcQ he is, invesfted with fu^.|a^tbQ4ty^ jtl^rfi^r^/, 
ing<rfFthe ti'AnttnelB of MosWnr'bigotoy, h^«Kjr'-> 
admit these despised outcasts among 'tis troops. ^ 
Their martial ardour, turned ipto a new cbanneL , 
and directed to' 4k denred object, jnay4ben assist 
in th* partial ftdfllifaerf bflfieiieWti '()fe«fielida?'^^^' 
Although this tumultuous demonstration was 
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evidently not displeasing to our worthy hosts, 
they prudently admojiished the leaders to be 
peaceable and orderly, cautionii^g all to ab- . 
stain from giving needless oflFence, They told 
us that the fi^U and unsolicited tolerance granted 
by Ibrahim to every form of worship, and the 
universal exultation which this had produced, in- 
censed in^the highest degree the orthodox fol- 
lowers of the prophet, who threatened the 
« Christian dogs** vdth severe retribution, when- 
ever they should regain their former ascen- 
dency.* 

* r have since been informed^ by a gentleman who 
visif^r^amaicti^iti JiM^; ih^ ^t the Chr^tian^'' 
coi^ioMieA i t(v cv^jo^ thf i^ll > |)toiiection ,^ tl^e new ^gp- . . 
vernment. ably administered by Shereef Bey, a liberal, 
enlightened man, and on that account selected by Mo- 
hammed Ah to govern the town. 

T%e IPtm^smxx^ txptka&ti^ an a^ition to their . 
society;rF.CB5,^|^lPlf^yLipily ^^P^pyea, ip.f^^ir^ng and en 
larging their convent : but, disregarding the tolerant 
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The next day we had an opportunity of 
inspecting the different apartments of the eou- 

example of their rulers^ Protestant missionary agency 
was still an object of jealous apprehension. This 
had been exemplified on the departure of the Ame- 
rican missionaries^ when these pious fathers required 
all the Christian communities to give up the bibles and 
tracts with which they had been suppliecl. The Catho- 
lics and Maronites obeyed, but the Greeks resisted 
their admonitions. On Sunday, after performing 
mass, the books thus collected were publicly burnt 
before the assembled congregation in the court of the 
convent. 

This was in glaring contrast with the indulgence they 
had themselves received to celebrate publicly the fes- 
tival of the Ascension. On this occasion they exhibited 
an imposing and pompous display. A collection of se- 
veral thousand Christians, many of them on horse- 
back, after parading the streets in procession, to the 
great indignation of all pious Moslems, proceeded 
outside the town to enjoy without restraint their 
newly-acquired privilege. 

Mr. Todd, a respectable British merchant from 
Alexandria, had already settled at Damascus, and rode. 
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vent where we reside. Notwithstanding a little 
apparent repugnance to receive us, the deport- 
ment of the sacred brotherhood has been uni- 
formly kind and attentive. It consists at present 
of a superior, and nine monks, of the order of 
St Francis; but forming a part of the Terra 
Santa missions, of which several communities, of 
very ancient date, subsist in different parts of 
the Levant The members here are all natives 
of Spain, and derive their revenue from that 
country. Their house is large, rambling, and 
similar in appearance to the neighbouring mud- 
built dwellings. The apartments of the su- 
perior, commodious and comfortable, contain 
some articles of European furniture, in the 



in his hat and Frank dress^ daily^ through the town. 
Two other £nglish commercial houses have since 
been established, Mr. Farren, the consul-general, and 
his family, have made it their residence, nor is any ob- 
jection now made to their wearing Frank clothes. 
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fefehiott ' of A* '■ " olden ' tJmfe,*' 'that fecall' tSe 
sweet reikiembratice' of distant realms, a^a of 
other days. The hiciiiks are decently lodged^ 
but the rooms desthi^d fbr strangers are dull and' 
ch^iflesSi ' A spacious but obdieute ehurct is*^ 
embellished with -a handsome' altarj "pictures, 
crucifix, tapers, and othei* usual deeoratibns* 
There is 4 latticed ' galleiy for women, aindf 
another, tinenclosed,^ with an entrancib fi^m llie 
corridor of the house,' for private devotion,' or for 
the use of any of the fraternity who may prefer 
seats, there being n'bne' below. I' witnessed 
their dgdly'atid wefekly s6rvi6e, both of whi'cfc 
were performed ' with great solemnity. At the 
latter, a large' and orderly congregation sat 
after mass quietly on the ground during' an 
Arabic sermon, which is preached in regular' rol 
tation, once a fortnight, by the monks, bn this 

occasion I recognised in the preacher a mouK I' 

« 

had daily Seen reading, and pacihg with iin- '' 
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wearied steps j^^sbadq4»^6i?^^^ within sightw^ Ag 
he qften remjained 4^J^g tbe4dpift offdwer? anct 
never descended at the .ipi4jday,|iour of sleep, I 
greatly .coimiusera,te4 ^^ ? ^^eyfjre p^nwea that 
seen^d tp e^cjudeih^ ftpjp the ^cietyofaJi 
But he aftenyjEixd^,^ S^W^^ HP .^^ mysteuy by 
explaining to.^.ipie th^f . it ..was neicjessfiyryt not 
only to popipos^,^, but tQ.leam the Arabic ser4 
mem Jby, hearty jTT^^a .taf^k, :X)f wch. difficulty as 
to exact ^ ijttte^s^^ ^ jSippbc^oDL , and , r^rou& se* 

A school ^ is a}pQ.,fktt9,cJ;ied to. ,t;he establish- 
ment ip ^bieh abQjgi^ j^H^ly childrQnt, : most 
of jthe^ very,,j[pi|^g, ^pxe,, tafight read^pg aiwi 
writing by,,a native, pj^i^ti^Ti? at, the expense 
of the ^ cof[v^n,tv^ , .W^, req^est^ . to s^e the 
libraiT,, and h^d^^tp. wait ^ .qonsideraWe time 
whilf search wjas^^m^^ for tlpi^p Ipey^ In^ra, large,, 
dusbr. s^ldo^v-frf^^Jt^ent^ tCOop?,. we. found, a.i^e- 
^P^W'^^^?ttefit?f>i^,.,?f fyff^ prwcipally in 
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Spanish, with a few in Latin, Italian, and 
French, Most of them, of course, were theolo- 
gical, — others were elementary works, necessary 
for the study of Arabic. There were also some 
useful but antiquated books of science and 
travels, nor were French romances of an old 
date entirely excluded. AU, however, were 
eflFectuaUy secured from damp by a protecting 
coat of dust; — some indeed were in rather a 
tattered condition, but the apathy of their pre- 
sent guardians will probably guarantee them 
from farther' hard usage. A large, empty 
inkstand, kept in countenance by half-a-dozen 
shrivelled pens, pointed out the original destinar- 
tion of a cumbrous table in the middle of the 
room, while a few stray book covers, scattered 
leaves, and crumpled fragments of blotted' 
manuscript, strewed the floor with literary 
wreck. 
. The refectory, though in better order, was. 
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without pretension. Their preparations for 
dinner, always taken an hour before noon, had 
really an air of primitive simplicity. Of their 
food I can say nothing, as our servants provided 
from the market all we required. Their sole 
attention seems to be directed to the acquisition 
of Arabic ; but with what ultimate view we were 
unable to conjecture, as their stay is only 
for a limited time, and they gave no sign of 
possessing deep erudition, nor did we discover 
that any of them were employed in literary in- 
vestigation. 

The society, during our residence, received 
from Spain, as an altar-piece, a large pic- 
ture of the Conversion of St. PauL It was 
evidently the production of an ordinary artist^ 
and together with a massive gilt frame, care- 
fully rolled and packed, had long waited at 
Bairoot a favourable opportunity of being se- 
cretly conveyed, when the late political changes 
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occurred, and allowed it freely and openly to 
enter the town. 

In the evening one of the Others kindly un- 
dertook to point out the memorable spots 
which, from their traditional connexion with 
the early records of Christianity, now confer 
upon Damascus its highest interest Their 
precise identity has been sometimes disputed. 
But the town itself amidst many calamitous 
changes, has never been entirely demolished. 
From the dawn of Christianity it has always 
been inhabited by some of the professors of 
that faith. It contained a flourishing Chris- 
tian community, while it formed a part of the 
eastern empire, and the germs of Christianity 
have always lingered amidst the grievous op- 
pressions of Moslem intolerance. Hence, as no 
inducement existed to impose upon pious cre- 
dulity, it is highly probable that the traditional 
recollection of particular sites has been iaitb- 
ftdly preserved. 
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* 'tlie bireclabn of the street "called Straight,*' 
corresponds, contrary to Turkish custom, with 
its ancient name, and leads from one of the 
gat^s to the citadel, which has probably always 
retained 'its present position^ The site of the 
hbUse of Judias, where the apostle found an 
asylum, is still' reverenced, but now covered 
by* tlie dwelling (A a rigid Mussulman, is inac- 

cessible td strangers/ A curious substructure, 

. ,■ • » .'''"■ 

reputed to be that of the house of Ananias, who 

rest6red sight to the apostle, is situated in a 

differfent ^.iarter of tl»e 'town, and resembles'the 

crjTjit of a 'primitive cfeiirch. A broken stair- 

ctee conducts tb' a spacious, subterraneous 

chamber, vaidted aliove. Without light except 

from the entrance, and its form, as seen by a 

solitary tapei*, that of a Greek cross. It has 

been secretly piirchksed by the Franciscans, and 

although not yet in ' ilieir possession, will no 

Vol. II. D 
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doubt soon be re-edified, so as to become once 
more a place of religious resort 

From hence we skirted the edge of the town, 
and quitted it by one of the public gates, con- 
structed amidst the ruins of a large building 
that has evidently been a Christian church. The 
dismantled side now forms a part of the town 
wall, in which the remains of a large blocked-up 
doorway, and those of a fine square tower, half 
demolished, are still conspicuous. The gate, in 
the occupation of an Egyptian guard, is a portion 
of the ancient nave, and is separated by a 
wall from a larger division, still more entire, 
with rows of columns in their original positions. 
Immediately beyond the gate are huge mounds 
of rubbish, the invariable ramparts of Tiu-kish 
towns. To the left our road was bounded by 
inclosures of lofty trees, — ^to the right by the 
city walls, rudely built of small stones, tottering 
and untenable. Round and square towers, in a 
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state of defenceless dilapidation, are placed at 
irregular intervals, and towards the foundation 
are seen the remains of more ancient and solid 
masonry. 

We advanced next to the eastern gate, now 
walled up, but memorable as being the place 
where the apostle was " let down by the wall in 
a basket" On the opposite side of the road we 
were shown an ancient tomb, asserted, but I 
know not on what authority, to be that of the 
warder, traditionally called St. George, who 
having become a Christian, had allowed the 
apostle to escape, and afterwards suffered mar- 
tyrdom for his zeal and humanity. 

Near tliis gate we turned to the left into a 
wide, open road, and passing through a large, 
uninclosed Christian cemetery, soon reached the 
place, still highly venerated, of the apostle's mi- 
raculous conversion. The present track deviates 
now from the straight line, leaving, a few yards 

D 2 
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to the right, the precise spot believed to be that 
where " he fell to the earth." This is evidently 
a portion of an ancient road, consisting entirely 
of firmly-imbedded pebbles, which having never 
been broken up, stands alone like the fragment 
of an elevated causeway. The sides have been 
gradually lowered by numerous pilgrims, who, 
in all ages, have sought the pebbles to preserve 
as relics. A wide, arch-like excavation, through 
the centre of the causeway, produced by the 
same superstitious industry, has given it the 
semblance of a dismantled bridge. Through this 
apertiure it is considered an act of devotion to 
pass, and one of our attendants performed the 
ceremony with all due solemnity, rubbing his 
shoulders against the pebbly sides, while he 
repeated his prayers with exemplary earnest- 
ness. 
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Prench Lazaribts at Damascus — DeploraMe state of 
Christian communities — Italian Capuchin Convent 
— Handsome residence of a Greek Merchant— Dinner 
at the house of Hassan Efiendi— Cofiee-house — 
Game of Mangala — Exaggerated description of Da- 
mascus and its Environs by Oriental writers— Fruit- 
trees supply all the Fuel required by the town — 
Ancient Manufacturing celebrity lost — Favourable 
situation of Damascus as an Entrepot of Com- 
merce—Prospect of introducing British Goods. 

During our stay at Damascus, I visited a 
small religious establishment, where I found two 
French Lazarists. They were dressed in the 
costume of the country, were both young men, 
and one of them, in whom the authority seemed 
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vested, was highly intelligent, energetic, and 
interesting. He told me that the house belonged 
to his order, that being long empty it had fallen 
into decay, but that he had gradually, and with 
great caution, repaired and enlarged it, — for the 
jealousy of the government had heretofore inter- 
dicted all reparatioQ without special permission, 
a favour obtained with great difficulty, and at an 
exorbitant price. This hazardous task had there- 
fore been principally accomplished in the night, 
with the certainty of a heavy fine, or even a more 
severe infliction, had these clandestine labours 
been detected. 

Arabic, he informed me, he had sedulously 
and successfully studied, aided by a few books 
brought with him from France, — ^that he had 
been induced to quit Europe solely by a desire 
to promote the revival of religion in the East^ 
and a devoted determination to dedicate himself 
to the service of the numerous Christian com- 
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munities that had so long been neglected and 
oppressed. The state of these various commu- 
nities — and they amount altogether, at the lowei^ 
estimate, to eighteen or twenty dioadand m 
Damascus alone, he described with great feefing 
and commiseration. Although there were ridi 
and benevolent individuals among them, yet die 
majority were poor, in a pitiable state of igno' 
ranee, and so disunited by the diversity of Atm 
creeds, as to rival the Mohammedan m ,itu«^ 
mosity and intolerance. The ptaog iw6i^ 
nities to which they were coDtonaffif mhtfifi^Mt 
and the arbitrary exactions tfr wbiA rter vv>ti> 
perpetually exposed, had fiihii mk ibm- latnn^f 
effect of making them crad^ aovfli^ -mif vtm^- 
cious ; nor could it excite sognr :\im: <nr- 
rounded as they were by a tmmfKr ]mnimor\, 
their moral condition was BiwiiiiMi dp'smiP^. 
He stated that those doipH^tar fn^^^.^^^. 
hood were usually seiil Ir u«MMiiin - > - .- 
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monasteries of Mount Lebanon, but their ac« 
quirements were so scanty as to conduce but 
little to general utility.-T-That, consequently, the 
influence of the clergy over their respective 
flocks was small, and even that was mainly supr 
ported by practising upon superstitious credulity. 
The want of education for their children, a de- 
privation deeply felt by all classes, was an evil, 
he said, at present without remedy, for teachers 
were obtained with difficulty, and those capable 
of advancing beyond the elements of reading 
and writing absolutely unattainable. He pointed 
out a large, newly-raised room, intended, when 
finished, to be a school for general instruction, 
but felt great apprehension, lest the imsettled 
state of France, from whence he derives his 
precarious supplies, should retard the conapletion 
of his design. 

Such benevolent exertions could not be wit- 
nessed without a warm feeUng of admiration and 
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sympathy, nor could a wish be repressed, that 
other countries when sending la^arists to the 
East, would emulate the example of France, in 
selectiiig men qualified as well by knowledge as 
by zeal, to contend successfully with moral conta- 
gion, arid to infuse new vigour by wholesome 
instruction. 

How touching the contrast of this visit with 
another I made on the same day to the Ita- 
lian Capuchin convent ! The house, of tole- 
rable size, but nearly destitute of funds, is at 
present inhabited by an eccentric solitary monk, 
who makes great pretension to medical skill. 
Since the death of Monsieur Chaboicedu, a 
French surgeon, deservedly held in great estima- 
tion, this therapeutic enthusiast is the only 
Frank who has the hardihood to prescribe. It 
was easy to perceive that he was lightly thought 
of by his monastic brethren, but he boasted 
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of his cures, and exultingly displayed a little 
collection of popular medical books, from which 
he avowed all his knowledge to have been 
gleaned. 

We were desirous, before our departure, to 
see some of the magnificent houses for which Da- 
mascus is celebrated. The superior of our con- 
vent kindly seconded this wish, and conducted 
us to the habitation of a rich Christian merchant, 
which in external appearance was ordinary and 
unattractive. A low, mean door seemed all the 
commimication it had with the street, where, 
afiter knocking and waiting, we were admitted 
by the brother of the owner. A narrow 
obscure passage, instead of terminating in a 
stable, to which it might have fonned a suitable 
approach, opened into a spacious court, paved 
with coloured marble, ornamented with a foun- 
tain, and shaded with trees and flowers. Im- 
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mediately in front was a handsome divan, within 
a capacious painted recess, and a door on each 
side opened into a large and splendid apartment 
The one we entered had a richly carved ceiling 
of Wood, inlaid with small pieces of looking-glass, 
interspersed with devices of gilt fretwork, and 
supported at each comer by long elegant 
brackets. This room was divided in the middle 
by a pointed arch and raised floor. The upper 
division was surrounded with a rich divan, over 
which was an irregular sort of wainscot, formed 
of carved and gilt network, inclosing small 
pannels, painted in arabesque. Near the ceil- 
ing a square looking-glass, in an ornamented 
gilt frame, hting against the wall, with ano- 
ther beneath of a smaller size, and shield-like 
shape. 

The floor of the lower division consisted of 
tastefully arranged devices in variegated mar- 
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ble. In the centre two ornamented brass tubes 
poured streams of water into a square fountain, 
over which a small crystal chandelier was sus* 
pended. The walls of this part of the room were 
gaudily painted in long horizontal stripes of red 
and blue, relieved by fancifully-shaped compart^ 
ments of carved wood, neatly inlaid with mother- 
of-pearl. The windows were without glass, and 
closely grated. Several open recesses in the 
walls displayed handsome china basins, dishes, 
and many articles of cut-glass, with ornamental 
gilding. Here we were regaled with coffee, 
sweetmeats, and liqueur, and politely invited 
to repeat our visit, should we prolong our 
stay. 

Monsieur Baudin's house, although less 
splendid, was similarly arranged. A low, mud* 
built fabric, resembling the back of a cattle-shed, 
placed in a miserable narrow alley, was en- 
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tered through a winding, unpaved passage. 
Within was a handsome court, — a fountain shaded 
with trees, — a divan in an open recess, — an 
apartment similar to that in the house of the 
Greek, but of less pretension, with its walls 
painted in Turkish patterns. 

Our curiosity was also unexpectedly gratified 
by the sight of the interior of a Turkish man- 
sion. Through the French instructor we re- 
ceived an invitation to see the stud of Hassan 
Efiendi, an influential man, and a member of the 
supreme divan, or council of state. Among his 
numerous horses, some were said to be choice 
and valuable, but none were particularly striking 
to an impractised eye. His house, which had 
been highly extolled, was far from sumptuous. 
A lofty gate led at once from the street into a 
large court, crowded with loitering attendants, 
suppUed with a fountain, and lined on two sides 
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with what appeared to be the rooms of domestics. 
Above was an open gallery, and a second story, 
with large thickly-trellised windows, probably 
those of the hareem. 

The intelligent countenance and perfect good 
breeding of the master of the mansion were 
quite in unison with his nicely rolled turban, 
and the well-chosen colours of his dress. After 
numerous questions relative to our country and 
travels, telling us that he had himself visited 
Constantinople and Eg3rpt, he inquired if the 
houses, lately built at Alexandria, bore any re- 
semblance to those of London. Several visitors 
were present, and some were distinguished by 
the green turban, the honom-ed badge of the 
prophet's family. As soon as my profession 
was known, it was put in immediate requisition 
by a general feeling of pulses, but I had now 
learned how to meet these importunate de- 
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mands, and pronouncing taib taib (very good) 
with true Turkish gravity, the inquirers were 
satisfied, and my embarrassment relieved. 

After the usual ceremony of pipes and coffee, 
we were civilly invited to return to dinner at 
noon on the following day. Punctual to our 
appointment, we waited so long that we began 
to think we had misunderstood the compUment 
Visitors came in, pipes and coffee went round, 
until, wearied with the monotony of the scene, 
we rose to depart We were then reminded of 
our engagement, and politely asked if we pre- 
ferred the European custom of separate plates, 
or would conform to the oriental mode. We, 
of course, chose the latter, and were soon sum- 
moned to our repast The effendi first quitted 
the room. Ourselves — ^the instructor, and se- 
veral other guests, followed without ceremony. 

Crossing the court, each dipped his hands 
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in the fountain, and towels were presented by 
servants. We then entered a large open re- 
cess, raised from the ground by a high step, 
leaving our slippeife below. In the middle of 
this apartment stood a low table, which put us 

to some inconvenience by its diminutive size, 
as we all indiscriminately encircled it, sitting 
on the floor upon our heels. Upon this was 
a tray, plentifully supplied with thin cakes, 
and liberally furnished with silver spoons. 
In the centre was placed a metal dish, stand- 
ing on a high' foot, and filled with a cone of 
minced and well-seasoned meat, swimming in 
a sauce of curdled milk, and' garnished with 
rolls of fried paste. The dish was surround- 
ed with several small basins of ordinary Eng- 
lish ware, some of them containing a kind 
of sallad, deliciously flavoured with cucumber, 
and pleasantly acidulated with sour milk, and 
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others a vegetable, apparently of the gourd tribe, 
of a delicate flavour, fried or stewed in gravy. 
Our host set the example, by first eating a por- 
tion of the paste, dipped in the sauce. He then 
took some of the contents of the principal dish, 
and occasionally of the others, on his bread, which 
he ate with his spoon. All then commenced, 
without invitation, in the same manner, and the 
servants — ^for several stood behind us — changed 
the dishes again and again, at the signal of their 
master. 

The dinner was really excellent Differ- 
ent kinds of meat cut in small pieces, were 
mixed with chopped vegetables^ or sauces, so 
that nothing required to be separated with 
the fingers. Pastry, stewed apricots, and other 
sweets were served, without any perceptible 
order, in the middle of the repast, and last of 
all came a pillauf of mutton and rice. The 
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only beverage was water, which was presented 
when asked for in small coarse basins of Eng- 
lish earthenware. Our entertainment was al- 
most a silent one. Each guest, as he finished, 
left the table, and resuming his slippers, ad- 
vanced to the fountain, where he was supplied 
with soap and a towel. All then assembled in 
the other apartment, where, after repeating the 
ceremony of smoking, we took our leave. 

We had heard the coffee-houses of Damascus 
so highly praised, that on adjourning to one 
of the best, our expectations were miserably 
disappointed. Those of the most attractive lo- 
cality are situated on the verge of the town. A 
spot selected by the side of a stream, — ^wh^re, 
shadowed by overarching trees, it branches 
into several channels, — is surrounded by a fence, 
with a wooden shed in the comer, where refresh- 
ments are prepared* Clumsy platforms over- 
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hang the water, rude bridges of planks cross it 
in several directions, and low rush-bottomed 
stools accommodate such as ' may wish for the 
indulgence of a Chnstian-like seat Even the 
usual distribution of pipes and coffee scarcely 
seems to disturb the solemn stillness of the 
place. Among scattered groups of ordinary- 
looking men, some occasionally indulge in the 
luxury of a short sentence— others absorbed in 
silent meditation, watch the clouds of smoke 
that proceed from their pipes, while a few, more 
actively disposed, circulate the shells with which 
they play their favourite game — and such are 
the agreeable resources — the refined enjojmients 
of a Turkish cafi. 

The game of Mangala, universal throughout 
the East, admits only of two players. Be- 
tween them is placed a flat board, usually orna- 
mented with mother-of-pearl, in which twelve 
circular cavities are arranged in two rows. Sixty 
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sbells (kooary*) are distributed in the four 
centre hollows, and the beginner taking the 
contents of one of them, drops a single shell 
regularly into each cavity, always going from 
left to right When the last shell is Aus dis- 
posed of, should it make the number already 
there two, or four, the player takes possession of 
the contents, as well as those of the opposite 
cavity. His adversary proceeds in the same 
manner, each alternately, thus distributing his 
shells, until the cavities are all cleared. The 
shells of the parties are then reckoned, and the 
possessor of the largest number is of course the 
winner. Should the last shell at any time fall into 
an empty hollow, the career of the player is stopped, 
and his antagonist commences ; but should it be 
dropped into one that has not yet been cleared, he 

* Kowries, the produce of the Red Sea, common 
throughout the east, and used as money by many of 
the African tribes- 
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is entitled to the contents, with which he pur- 
sues his course, until he can make up the re- 
quisite number of two or four. The success of 
the game, notwithstanding it greatly depends on 
chance, is considerably influenced by practical 
dexterity, for the player is not only privileged to 
calculate the number of shells ip any of the ca- 
vities, but also makes his own election where to 
commence. 

I know of no European mode of " killing time" 
which this at all resembles. The simplicity 
of its combinations, and the easy task it im- 
poses on the intellectual faculties, place it far 
below the difficulty and dignity of chess, — a 
game, which, by absorbing the whole attentiop, 
and exacting profound silence, has always 
possessed a peculiar charm for Turks, to 
whom indolent taciturnity seems to be positive 
enjoyment 

Oriental writers in all ages have lavished with 
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characteristic exaggeration, the most extravagant 
encomiums on the superiority of Damascus. 
They have vaunted it as a terrestrial paradise, 
and invested it with unrivalled opulence and 
splendour. They have compared it to a pearl 
set within a cluster of emeralds ; they have ex- 
tolled it as the mole of beauty on the cheek of 
nature, and have likened its varied and perennial 
verdure to the resplendent plumage of the 
peacock of Paradise. Its numerous population 
they have amplified to five hundred thousand, 
and have spread groves and gardens to the in- 
credible extent of a day's journey on every side. 
They have supplied it with a thousand rivulets, 
and bestowed fountains upon every house within 
its circuit The garden of Eden they assert to 
have been situated near it, and believe that 
Adam was formed of the red earth still found in 
its vicinity. They affirm that Abel was slaugh- 
tered in a cave on one of their mountains, where 
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his grave is still shown; and that the burying 
place of Seth also exists in the same region. 
They point out the tomb of Noah, which has 
been always an object of Moslem veneration, 
and claim for this district the distinction of 
having given birth to all the early patriarchs. 
— By what nuracle, however, antediluvian monu- 
ments escaped the effects of the flood we were 
unable to discover, and were deterred from 
seeking these wonders by hearing that bands 
of discontented marauders from the captured 
towns infested the whole country. But with 
every deduction that eastern hyperbole de- 
mands, and however cheerless and forbidding 
the interior of the town, it must be acknow- 
ledged that the contrast of its irrigated and 
embowered suburbs, with the naked barrenness 
around, is strikingly beautiful, nor can the 
delicious enjoyment of water and shade, in a 
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sultry climate, be duly appreciated in^the huhiid 
regions of the north. • . >• •» .<i>; 

Damascus, of i unequal breadth, cannot be 
less than from two to three miles in length ; and 
probably no other city is so plentifully supplied 
with water. Gardens, or rather orchaiNk^sown- 
with com and other produce, extend in some direc- 
tions perhaps to the distance of three or four 
miles beyond the walls. Trees attain aprodigioiis ' 
growth, which they owe to the favourable nature 
of the soiL Figs, oranges, olives, walnuts, . &c, 
are produced in the greatest abundance, and 
such is the gigantic size of fruit trees,^ that we 
were assured they supply the whole of- the fuel 
which the town requires. Of stone-fruits they 
have a great variety — ^the apricots are deli- 
cious, ripening in succession, and some species,- 

when dried, form a lucrative article of . com- 
merce. 
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Many detached houses, delightfully placed, 
are scattered round the vicinity of the town, but 
high walls and embowering trees almost conceal 
them from view, nor at the present juncture 
was there any chance of gaining admission to the 
secluded retreats of oriental luxury. We never- 
theless rode frequently and freely in all direc- 
tions, a liberty hitherto denied to Christians, who 
had been always compelled, on entering the 
town, to dismount at the gates. 

The weaving of silk and cotton is all that re- 
mains to Damascus of its once celebrated manu- 
factures, although their extent and importance 
in the middle ages, and the active intercourse 
then maintained by this city with Europe is suf- 
ficiently attested by the name of damask so gene- 
rally applied to figured silks and linens, and by 
the addition of damascene plums, and damask 
roses, to our fruits and flowers. 

VOL. II. E 
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The art of Ikbrieating the well-tempered 
swords, for which Damascus was so fiunous, has 
long fallen into utter oblivion^ although a few that 
are still called Damascus blades, brought from 
Persia, are eagerly sought for at a high price. 

From its centrical position, little more than 
forty miles from the sea, this town is admirably 
adapted to become the entrepot of an extensive 
commerce between England and Asiatic Mo- 
hammedan states. The annual resort of pilgrims 
oflFers a ready channel for conducting such a 
traffic ; and were British capital and enterprise 
directed to this object, an important outlet 
might be established for many of o\a manu- 
factures. As the sacred season approaches 
the pilgrims collect in great numbers. All 
then is activity and movement They arrive 
loaded with commodities, — remain several weeks, 
— make large purchases and exchanges, — and 
some idea may be formed of the consequence of 
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this assemblage as a medium of commerce, from 
the circumstance of their camels alone amounting 
to thirty or forty thousand. 

The vicinity of Damascus yields silk of good 
quaUty, and in great abundance. Cotton might 
be grown to any extent, and the cofiTee-tree is 
said to flourish luxuriantly, although its produce, 
hitherto, has never been turned to advantage. 
English earthenware, but of the commonest 
description, is already found here ; and suitable 
articles in china and cut glass, coloured crapes, 
certain kinds of cutlery, and the finer qualities of 
spun cotton, to supply native looms, might no 
doubt be successfully introduced. Other articles 
of British manufacture would also find a ready 
market, if the patterns, and taste of the different 
classes of natives, which never vary, were first 
ascertained. 

Arabic literature was heretofore successfully 
cultivated at Damascus, and many curious books 

£ 2 
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AVill probably Be disiioverelcf, tii^1l'&iay''6^fe'ntually 
find tWfeir TiTayfo Elli^i^e,' wh^n *£hte liberal" JiolTcljr 
of Mdhathnfed AB U Bnnl;^'^s^bli6hed:' In tllei^ 
dress, ^ ^i<riell''a& 'lii' Utie 'd^cotatlbns" of their 
houses, the better classes of inhabitants 'dis^ftiy 
mucli t^ie for ^hoi^: ' Timej 'Ii6wevei^,^hiy '^o- 
duced tio'imprdveteientj^'and wi'th ^hit satisfiell 
th^ir ancestoi^s' aiU'af^ content. '!^ Vfetis ofteti 
Worn hfe're, thAt^ wrffW^'in bi^oAd'^'anii b'rifelit 
stri^e^, riieetihgiri a^'riJiit b6t!h ft'eftind itn*' be- 
fore*, ' ha^ iii fit^t %h't tlili'a^'pearance Bf'gi 
herald's tabard: •'■* ^^ ''^'^M' '. ^^ " ^'^ 

Artikaiis 'fi-o'm 'DSin'^scus ^i'^ MgHly ekeemeli 
in the Eastr' ' ' ^ Interior ' decof at loiiB^ ^" incliidirig 
inlaid marbley,' ai^'fedpplie'd fr'6rti Weri'ce, although 
the' latter, klteidy p^bpatred for'laying down, '&^i 
first imported 'from" Leghorn . Cbnstantinb'ple 
furnishes the rich embroideries and other articles 
of female luxuty,' ^Ad Prandli'''fkbricatdfe 'the 
cloths, veW^; kM <;6loUrdd ct'filpefe,^'deyighed 



^^ ^^i^^ mm^^'f)^ J I#Bg ^ItJ^ WPf^^e]•- 
that tl^^ hig|> clpgs yfori;^ ii^ thej Jhpuse;, by, Syrian 
woipei^^are, prpfu^e^y qf^er^^ \yitl^,tj^8 glittering 
rpBieri\^\. ^ . ,.,,, , ,^j^. . . ,.. .,., ^,,, .; 

IJarpascus ig ^^d.^^qbe th^^pnly tow^,in ^yrja 
that has ip apy^^egr^e maii})j^ed its prqsp^j;Uy 
anc^^ pppulatiOT. ^^.leppp i^ wdl knpjYiJi to h^v^ 
dwindled, fro;qa., i;^o ,^ui^dred and fifty to spm^ 

^^HJ^^.irtW ^"® hi^qdre4 thousand, with, a 
prqporti^cpu^te.dimiifutioi^ qf cjou)pi^j;cial imporT 
tance. The population of Damascjcis ha^^pror 
l^^-l^ly^^ never e,xe^dej^.the^jpj;esent estin^j^t^.^f a 
hu^(1^4 . an4. forty^^. or .fi%, thousand 5 l?f^t as 
registers arp,,un)$;pown ip. Mohammq^au coun- 
tries;, aftd the rav£jge^, of plague not unfrequenjt, 
statistical calculations ^e qi coujrs^ ^i^cordapt 
apd uncei:te4n. . ..,,. , , ..., , 

The. d^y. before, our departurfj pay coTpp;anion 
wJWted upoujt^he gqvemQr, latelyjappojnted by 
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Ibrahim Pasha, who civilly offered us any travel- 
ling facilities we might tequire. Accompanied 
by the French instructor, he went also to the 
Egyptian camp, where he witnessed a well-exe- 
cuted military manoeuvre, and was saluted by 
the band with our national air of " God save the 
King." 

A request was afterwards made by the mili- 
tary commander, that I would visit an Arab 
officer, reported to be seriously ilL On pro- 
ceeding with the instructor to tiie Serai, I found 
the patient, a young man, suffering from ordi- 
nary fever, stretched on a mattrass, with his 
physician kneeling by his side. The latter as- 
sured me that the remedies I proposed had 
been already administered, — that being under 
no apprehension for the safety of the invalid, he 
required no counseL My unexpected appear- 
ance seemed as little acceptable to the one as 
the other, and I therefore speedily left them. 
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with my good wishes for the success of their 
plans. 

I was next solicited to visit the hospital, to 
decide whether a disease that had broken out 

« 

among the military was a recurrence of cholera, 
which last year had spread with. frightful rapidity 
through the town. But this dreaded malady 
having never scaled the Alps, no opportunity of 
observing it had ever occurred to me. My opi- 
nion would therefore have weighed little with 
those who had already treated the disease, nor 
could it have been deemed prudent on the eve 
of our journey to expose our little caravan to 
risk from infection. 
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of plague at Bairoot detennined us to take the 
direction of Saidee, the ancient Sidon, which, be- 
sides enabling us to visit the Emeer Besheer, 
would give us an opportunity of exploring a new 
district of Mount Lebanon. The necessary ac- 
commodation of a tent had bfeen-already provided, 
and my companion had purchased a horse, which 
was caparisoned with a scarlet saddle, and a bridle 
of the same colour, both gaily decorated with 
**ifts ' and" tassels. ' A more convenient saddle 
than my fonner one (an accommodation that no 
ti^veUe^ should foil to take into these countries) 
bought in the bazaar for a little ambling 
i to ride. With a new set of 
a conditional arrangement was made 
cither to Saidee, or Jerusalem, 
r groom, was added to 
was dismissed, — and 
1 delay at the gate 
r dinner, on the 
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Raving industrioi^sly endeavoured, as far as 
Moslem jealousy )i^ould permit, to examine every 
interesting pbjpct \idthin the walls ^of Damascus, 
we now made .preparatipns," with equal alacrity, 
fpr regaining, ^the Syrian, o^ast The .existence 
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of plague at Bairoot determined us to take the 
direction of Saidee, the ancient Sidon, which, be- 
sides enabling us to visit the Emeer Besheer, 
would give us an opportunity of exploring a new 
district of Mount Lebanon, The necessary ac- 
commodation of a tent had bieem already provided, 
and my companion had purchased a horse, which 
was caparisoned with a scarlet saddle, and a bridle 
of the. same colour, both gaily decorated vidth 
tufts ^ and' tassels. A more convenient saddle 
than my' former one (an accommodation that no 
traveller should fail to take into these countries) 
was (also bought in the bazaar for a little ambling 
mule which I Was to ride. With a new set of 
muleteers, a conditional arrangement was made 
to conduct us either to Saidee, or Jerusalem, 
as we pleased;— a sais, or groom, was added to 
our -suite,' — the jatnissary was dismissed, — and 
after the usual contention and delay at the gate 
of the conTeHt, we finally, after 'dinner, on the 

£ 5 
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17th of July, left the town. Instead of passing 
again through the bazaars, we took another 
road, which led us across a large cemetery on 
the outside of the walls. Here numerons montt- 
mental memorials of no great pretension were 
shaded with a few cypresses, or planted wilii 
shrubs and flowers. 

A gentle ascent soon brought us to a conside- 
rable village, superior to those we had hitherto 
seen, as well in the number and neatness of the 
dwellings, as in the size of the mosk and of the 
various buildings adjoining. The name of this 
village, Salahiah, belongs also to themoimtain we 
had descended on our approach to the town ; and 
now, crossing the sterile plain at its bas^ we re- 
gained our former track, and began to climb. 
From the summit we took our last view of Da- 
mascus, with its long line of minarets and domes^ 
stretching away from the north-east to the 
south-west Continuing our course, we again 
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passed the bridge at Dhemmar, and wound 
through the luxuriant valley watered by the 
Barrada^ which takes its rise among the moun- 
tains of Zibdany« 

As the sun be^m to decline^ and we were 
rapidly advancing towards the verge of cultiva- 
tion, we selected an inclosure of apple-trees, 
where dismounting, we ordered our tent to be 
pitched, and the necessary preparations made 
for passing the night Ere these were com- 
pleted, sounds of contention.v were heard 
among our busy attendants. Two men^ armed 
to the teeth, who had closely reconnoitred their 
movements, now peremptorily commanded' them 
to desist; but peace was soon restored by a pro- 
mise of compensation,^ which they came the next 
morning to receive, bringing ^ Uttle present of 
apples and milk« 

At five vo'clook we began to move forward, 
and leaving the road- . we had r traversed . from 
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Zook^ turned to the left, through autuncultiTated 
Iiilly country, .;^d reached in 3ix. hours aaBfiall 
plain. Tbere^ by the side of a rivulel^ we dined 
beneath a ansyestic if alnut-treie, lowecing Qver a 
cluster of poplars .thflit afford, fiwelcpme resting- 
plaoa to weary traveUers, — for throughout «the 
day we had,<%iught no glunpse of i.a humaa 
dwelling. j.. -. * (i . . » - 

. At two o'clock we again movgd forward, ai^ 
soon entered .a ^narrow valley, , wh^^, for two 
hours, the road wound amidst, .projections of 
rock, . only diversified by the yawning mouths^ 
of capacious caverns. These being frequently 
the lurking-places : of .predatory bands, we 
wei:e strictly cautioned to keep .together- At 
the termination of.tl^e valley, which opens at 
once upon an esLtefnsive level, its width became 
so contracted that it might easily be closed 
with a pair of gates.. We now crossed the 
middle of an untilled plain^ affording excellent 



paHtinpage>"and'^ s^Jritaklfed' with herdfe of cattle, 
attended by groups of wildJboklng men. . Iri ah 
hour and a' half' "we entered knother valley, and 
leaving a ffisttfrit village to the right, industa*iou:s 
cultivation dgain ' becamie conspicuous, i 

t)u!r^'r6sarf now, ^leading through feom-fields 
lately dlearedj brought us to the foot of a gentle 
slope, on which was a large village, distinguished 
by an laiicletrt ^^aare to#er that sferved the pur- 
pose of a lifinaret^ aiid by the extensive remains 
of a large cafetfellated' buildihg on a neighbouring 
height For the first tim^ We here witnessed 
the cheering sight of rural' activity. A well, 
near the road$ wai^ thronged with peasants of 
both serii^es, supplying water to oxen, and sheep. 
Heaps of produce were piled round the en- 
trance of the village. Men, wbmen, children,--- 
aU were in movement Some were thrashing 
and winnowing^ according td eastern fashion, 
and others housing the com already disengaged 
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from the straw. A clumsy machine, sometiines 
drawn by a horse, and sometimes by two bul- 
locks, was driven round the threshingfloor by 
a man who flourished a long goad^ . and had 
often children riding, highly deli^te^ by his 
side. 

We slept in the court-yard of the sheick of the 
village, under a wall, upon a platform which did 
not afford room for our tent This village, 
called Medjee Enjel, inhabited entirely by Mo- 
hammedans, had been lately separated from .the 
pashalic of Damascus, and annexed by IbrafaiiDL 
Pasha to the territory of the Emeer Besheesc 
The night was clear, but a constant chilling 
wind convinced me that it must be hazardous at 
all seasons, in these elevated districts, to sleep 
in the open air, 

July 19th. — At six in the morning iwe rode 
through the middle of the village, andtiiem/dowii 
an abrupt descent into a wide plain, skirted on 
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the opposite side by the heights of Lebanon. 
We now once more entered the Bekaa, that ex- 
tensive level in which Balbec is situated, and, 
according to the calculation of our muleteers, 
were only at the distance of a day and a half 
from that town. The prospect before us as- 
sumed here a new character. The plain stretched 
far away to the right, while to the left it was 
bounded by the rugged outline of distant moun- 
tains. Although every where under cultivation, 
it was unshadowed by a single tree. But the 
whole was divided into ridges and fiirrows of 
different shades of colour, — ^some cleared and 
others covered with crops, — ^but all cmiously 
ranged in irregular compartments, like a vast ex- 
panse of fantastic inlaying in wood. In crossing 
thi8:plain, a journey of two hoifrs, we forded four 
large streams. — the first of great size and rapi- 
dity, dear, . and fuU of fish^ — the others in wind- 
ing channels, with waters more or less turbid. 
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We passed' onl^' through bn'^^villagiei biit'saw 
a'nother* at a littld'dl^feince.' ' As'^(^ advance<^ 
many pOirtioii^ ' of tV6 ' f)l2iitf Vere left * entirely m 
pasturage. Lkrg^ herds of 'cittle Were "^quietly 
feeding/ with tWaopi of Wibd'cAniels, and *iheir 
y6ung^ 'all gud-Hlfed hy^ B^d^eeil' attenc^an'ts, 
whose simple tents Were little superi6r Ito a gipsy 
eneampmentJ ' • ' ^•' I' ^ ' ' * *'* 

At a river wt6 were aboiit t6 fdr'd, ' two womeii 
were filling water-skins. On the finger' of 
one of them v/s^ a large engrdvea bhyx, set in 
silver.- This by- a sign I ei3t][]h^essed a' wish to 
examine t buf^feiking iiistatit Idlarm,' sh^bastiiy 
withdrew hefhWnd i^ithih'hfet Veil, ^and' took' ^6 
flight. Our drstgbmatfhdd lingered'beUind, aiiii 
we were thei^efbitef unkble to Explain* that we had 
no intention to -iseize by force 'upon her gem.' 
We quitted this piaiir near a remarkable rofek, 
whose flat surfece projected only a fe\kr'feet abdve 
the surrounding level. At its base a magnificent 
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streap} ,bui;st ^qrth, of.^z^ suflScJent;, ta turn/a 
milL A steep, craggy mounti|,inj ip n^ny parts 
weUj w^^ded, was now jmn^ecUately )befor^ us, 
and as yie eUmbed . its,. side by a tolerable 
rpafl, we crossed a torrent that rus):^^/ from the 
mountaip. . with ^ gyi^^t , n^iee and . r ;Fapi(Uty, We 
stiH.^ cpntin^^^d tp 4se by a circuitous and steep 
path, often hoping we had gained the s^^ln9lAt) 
b;i|;^hills,^jeien;ied piled pn^ faillsin never-ceasing 
^uccp^ion. ^^1 , ... , 

4^fter toiling forward fpr three tedious hours 
we jrj^^he4^ a^s^lall spring. Here we pitched 
our ^^t,j|-for^^.pijfmal8^^fis well, as rationals, xe- 
qwirfd. .rest and refreshment I)uriag this wel- 
come repose, J ol)seryed a passing, t stranger, 
who vainly. enfJi?ayoure4 to quench . r his thirst 
by drinking w^ter from the palm of bis, hand 
Approaching to serv^. piysel^^ I lent him my 
drinking-glass, which he ^e^amined with wonder, 
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presenting me at the same time with some 
flowers he had gathered by the way. — Even 
in unfrequented wilds these little courtesies 
sometimes brighten the path of the way-worn 
traveller. 

On continuing our progress, winding round 
the side of a bold naked eminence, we at 
length, to our great satbfaction, gained the 
summit, and began immediately h) descend. 
This was sometimes a difficult task, but by no 
means the most laborious we had encountered, 
and in an hour and a half we safely reached 
the foot of the mountain. We now entered a cul- 
tivated valley, planted with mulberry-trees, where 
the aspect of every thing around indicated the 
improved civilisation of the industrious subjects 
of the Emeer Besheer. 

We stopped for the night at the village of 
Barook, cliiefly inhabited by Druses, many, of 
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whom are said to have adopted the creed of their 
Maronite neighbours. Our tent was placed 
close to the house of the principal vender of small 
wares, round which our arrival soon attracted a 
crowd, but far superior, in appearance and civility, 
to the inhabitants of any district we had previ- 
ously seen. Most of the men wore clean white 
turbans, and the women were wrapped in blue 
veils, beneltth which a tantoor, that invariable 
article of Druse luxury which is worn day and 
night, made a conspicuous figure. This we had 
now an opportunity of examining, for our host, 
accompanied by his wife, came to our tent, at- 
tracted by the novelty of tea, which they both 
drank, when well sweetened, with apparent satis- 
faction. The lady, in return, satisfied our curi- 
osity by taking ofi^ her tantoor, which was of 
silver, rudely embossed with flowers, stars, and 
other devices. In length it was, perhaps, some^ 
thing more than a foot; but in shape had little 
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resemblance to a honi, being a mere hollow tube, 
increasing iu size firom the diameter' of an inch 
and a half at one extremity, ta three inches at 
the other, where it termiaatee hk« tbe loouth 
of a trumpet If the smaller end were closed, 
it might ser^■e for a drinkiug-ciip ; and ini Gep- 
mniy, glasses of the some fomi and size are 
still occasionally iised. This strange omameDtj 
placed on a eusbion, is' securely fixed to the 
upper part of the forehead by two silk cortit, 
which, after surrouading the head, bang behind, 
nearly to the ground, terminating in large tassels, 
that, among the better classes, are capped vii^ 

siK-er. ,„ .,,, 

e distance being s^aMi^kMUBdto Beit 

Ming 



mtJberry 
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grovcsy 6p>8haded with elusterd of ^ vines anA^g- 
trees.}". A' briiliaint sulisbine' threw aw air of 
cheerfulness around, ' cultivation and ciare 'Were 
everjFwb^re visible^ I the dissonant 'creakt' of the 
sSlk-whedwaS' frequently heardj and wef joyfully 
hailednthldifexhilaratiing indioatio<is of ^ase and 
industry. Near the domaiwof the' ^prince, the 
slopingr* f sides ;>of- the* valleys^ tc their very 
8«*nmitsJ>''Weret'Hiut into a • series of terraees, 
rich witfe- luxuriant 'vfegetatidn ;-— waJter' was 
evepjf' '^heret conveyed * in ebsainels for irrigeltiott^ 
and the hahiltations,^ < though ismall, exhibited > an 
rfppedraiie»x>f''nea*ne»8 and^e«tarfoirt tc^iiichi^in 
our recent wanderings, we had long be^^n 
dtringefrs.' " •'=' '*' * ' "■ ' ■ "^ '• •'' '' - 

♦ Ptarsttin^ a -winding cottrse' we now caiight 
the • firttt viCN^roiP < the toaitsion,' 'crowning, like a 
huge 'fo*t^ess,' a bold^ cip<*ular ' projection of 
th€?"mochlt^b.«^i' Picturesque* buiMiti^s of great 
extent^ "tand 6f various - diapeS* tod elfevatiofiSi 
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with flat roofs forming long and wide terraces, 
were at one extremity surmoimted by a cluster 
of small cupolas, and at some of the comers 
by square pavilions. A large tent was raised 
in the centre, and the open space was every 
where crowded with a moving throng. Their 
loud shouts were re-echoed by the neigh- 
bouring hills, and an incessant, irregular fire of 
musquetry was kept up, as if to repel the attack 
of an assailing foe. We soon passed a species 
of guard-house, the station of Egyptian troops ; 
and a little beyond, turned to the right through 
a steep, unfinished road thajt brought us, at 
eleven o'clock, to the entrance of Beit e* Deen. 
Here we found that the sheicks of the surroimd- 
ing districts, with their numerous retainers, had 
just assembled to celebrate the surrender of 
Aleppo, and to listen to the contents of a 
dispatch received on the preceding day from 
their absent chief — That the emeer himself 
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had, early in the dispute, formed an alliance 
with Ibrahim, and had joined him with a body 
of troops ; but that his son, who conducted the 
government, when the ceremonial was concluded, 
and the tumult had subsided, would willingly 
receive us. 

In the first court of the castle — for such it 
may be called — a scene presented itself that 
carried us back to the chivalric parade and 
feudal array of the middle ages. On one side, 
an arcade supported by a high terrace, thronged 
with military, formed the front of an extensive 
line of newly-built barracks. Piles of arms, ac- 
coutrements, and baggage, with here and there 
a camp fire, surrounded the walls. Richly ca- 
parisoned horses were pinioned in long rows to 
the groimd. — Mingled in picturesque confusion, 
swarms of attendants, of soldiers, and of pea- 
sants, in various costumes, with cumbrous equip- 
ments, banners, and military music, were in 
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actiye. movement, firing*, their Jffi0c^'>ia|d^c^2£ 
pressing their joy with violent andtmnspge^clM* 

,W? made o^r w«j, with ({i^Jiei^dl^^^igb^^^lu^ 
d^^8e ,^d, motley. ,cro^d| mdi mpvmtiiigte ^nde i 
flji^bt jo£ steps : we. re^ibed >th0 poiudpaLieiihvtu 
by an afched ; passage uIi@iEAo«i'i^fe.aeseBAlhg«^« 
of^at least two bundjfc^i t€^T}W£)UJ^«|lb^^ 
tau\Qers, whose; Qurip,u»ly Qn^b^)$§ed ^lii^ ^iHtai 
li^nqus. and yarijed ^urban% aji4Lsfi;af&.-jWltf«^ 
colojir^d ypsts^ xniflgli^g-^with Jm^M^fit^ 
equally elated, ao^.^ttl^^.k^a-oafii^y 
inff^iors .belQw. j; .:Froi|i ihiai^tunndii vtntm&e 
gl^j to escape, .^.under ;lbe guidancc^ct^-^Kdoptf' 
mestic^vwbo led^us up a si^Lidiidrcfyiidxtei^^ 
uniC^gdshed ^and .^infiimished apastmea^iitte I^K* 
form o( ^bieh was,, howavei^: quickly Mppfi«^> 
with. .carpets and cushions. • • '--^^ i^^x-a. - 

In the course of an hour the commo|iiQiiE>b«0ftn<c 
to subside, the . firing hy, • degrees viceased^ '^flfe|ir^^ 
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of ^e goeatehileparted; and the ddM^t^' id^arehed' 
out to die sound of military^ musici fieco^ised 
by our former acquaintance of Khemi Taboory, 
the young Bheick came to salute ixi^ and a little 
le^ee of jnvftlids soolt coQetted ii6 lighten the 
medidne^est The-r06ni' clestfed, a dinner of 
six dishes was sert^ed in the Turkish style,^ — a 
liberal ihcispitality thilt elsewhcitci ^tended t6 as 

* 

many of > the guests as cbdge t6 pfartake. Our 
repsat'tcctl^uAed, during whith no befverage but 
water was Mened, t^e" descended below tb pay 
our respects to the deputy chief. 

Pasfflng an 'snteroooiA, peopled with a group 
of loiterers,' we entered a spacious chamber, 
handsomely nfitted up- with marble, having a 
coredi ^eeiling — small el0¥ated windows — and 
dmded/by a^mink passage leading to a fountain, 
— the walls every where decorated with ara- 
besque^ designs, and Arabic inscriptions. Here^ 
the pvinoB^ a good-looking man of forty, well- 

VOL. II. F 



98 DRUS£ CHIEF. 

dressed, but of mtmeidly bulk, ividiout shoes 
er stockings, was sitthig (m a nosed floor sup- 
ported by cushions, amidst heaps of papeis, with 
a kneeling secretary at his side. 

Coffee was immediately introdnced — a iew 
unimportant questions asked, .and an offer cmlfy 
made of extending' our visit to a few days. 
This we declined, but requested^ and readily le-- 
ceived permission to inspect the intarior o£ the 
house. The quadrangle, into which we rer 
turned, — of large dimensions, — had a handsome 
fountain in the centre, throwing up a gieeit 
body of water. Irregular piles of *baikKiig, in 
picturesque, Saracenic taste, formed dnee of its 
sides. The fourth was bounded by a low wall, 
commanding a beautiful view of woody declivitieBi, 
and of a deep romantic valley, winding hAaw. 

The principal front, made up of a strange 
mixture of incongruous parts, dispkymg a fen- 
tastic lightness, inconsistent with stability, laced 
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the "mtranet^ of thle* court ■ ' Fixwn the left-hand 
comer sjinmg an arch of imposing dimensioned 
ridily -^raattiented" ^th retie^dated end! zigzag 
mouldings, gaudilf painted,' aDdi*6sting:>on taper 
coluixdisJ> "ffenei^fii ifrere twe* doorways^ dne 
stikHtf wSd HttfoNcdnspicuo«»s, leadii^ to the 
aodiisnce efaamb^r we had just qtdtted ; the other 
flidre'imipl€^<'lri4^'litelge, 9qus^e'i4Qoi^ covert 
wiUi "pUl^s of brc^s^e^-HStudd^ wkb larg^ «ails, 
and fiimtAieA''witbH;wo mussive knodiers. This 
marcSyi^lgiye «iHedes& <4x>>u doll and naked y«9ti- 
buiej^ 8un>9Un4ed'bjr £e stone seat^ su^d communi-' 
(»tiilg< iMthcI hio^ ^oot Hirhat jiart o£ the house, 
hf h' 9miffl (>'daot) opening into an i obseure 
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€tor^ t^ like' ai^ch, wei ase^anded a^spaoioujB' out- 
aide^ 9b$toi^9 leading to ^ neodesci^t, ^Sara- 
cenic Jportitio, or c^AossaJ tiemndat^ not ranging 
with tbe^dtotre ^6f ^h^ buildingy end consisting 
of It clni^t^f tdU, slender pillars,' embossed 
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n^TDJil pJlenr. that extended Ae wliote'l^i^ 
of d)e fnffiDt.aiMiteriimiautiedjibo^inkpi^^ 
painted iwf— tbe viwle dabdn^^'^tfe^gt^ 
and IB ^laiing oi^posmon to all s 
prcipoTdoa. From tbis gaDerr a 'fern 
mindo^rs exhibited sptendid shawb W^^^^liiMttjr 
dresses, suspended against tbe wu^ aifl^^Mi- 
cation of tbe forbidden recesses cJ fi^inife'^stsflb- 
sion. and tberefore tbe signal of tetfeUL' The 
most conspicuous object b^xmd was a 8|te(Jbj*of 
oriel window, constracted of wbod;* pSftjecting 
forward like an OTergix^wn putpit, and j^rtiii^Un 
a base witb a corneal ternunationl'^ Eidi^'fifiiln 
tbe indolence of tbe domestic^ or the'coKiodiifse 
of guest& fow apaitments were stown.'^''''iiiji6e 
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in the opposite wing were such as we ItiA 'seen 
at Damascus, witb handsome dirans, '^osaac 
floors, and fountains, and walls painted ui'ara* 
besque. 
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.This ^spacious mansion was evidently under- 
«pi»ffi extensive alteration. SeaflTolds were erected 

^^Jimiomplete, and a few artisans were pur- 
aidiUL-tb^ir employments. We were thus led to 
obaerve ti^t the columns, so conspicuously dis« 
proportioned, were mere wooden supporters, 
OQyered with a species of cement, which, formed 
^Wm.e#^ft^^^dec^^^^^^ dry, 

.^jA^ ajq^arajac^e^ and soon acquires the hardness 

yeQie^Qe,,fiurpassed any we had previously seen, 
^^x or seven small apartments, with elegant 
pointed door-ways, and crowned with ornamented 
^<^oiQ^s^ were - supplied with pavements and 
fountains, of the richest Florentine mosaic, 
iirrang^d in circles and triangles, intermixed 
with stars, flowers, and other fanciful devices. 
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A0 tbe Emeer Md his fitailj^faate lUMfiiiah^ 
the Mbslelfi fiutb, an &pmtiiKBt hfihe) house is 
eofisecrated to Chri£NdsA'd6YOtuliL)'<Acf0q[)6ctiide 
Frank officiates boiii^ as priest and phyiidUBi, 
but we were neither shown ih^^iimfidif nbr Hd 
we see th^ chAplain. '*> - - 

About four o'clock we madte ptepafaAom'^to 
continue our route. Just bdlchre^ our deputttre 
the Emeer descended into ther outef'^eont wil£t 
a numerous retinue, and left "Oste castto' tm htose- 
back, amidst the greetings ot- retaiilerS'i dhat 
every where crowded the court, car^I^Mtty 
lounging among groups ^ capiurisoned- helves, 
or indolently stretched on the'groiind'%aretaitig 
their dogs. ' '' ' • V^'^'' 

As we rode round the side of th^ HiU^'in'^ 
opposite direction t6 that by 'Which ti^e 'had^»- 
rived, we perceived that Beit e" Deen was' pUcc^ 
on the summit of a bold inland promontof^,' ^ver 
which we caught a glimpse of Deir el 
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the capkal of* die Drtiset dk^rict^/situM^dy we 
were told, at the distance (d ah hour, and cou- 
taining' a papulation of eight or lUBe thousand. 

Out road soon, hut gradually^ began to de- 
scend^ cultivation aiod population diminisbiiig 
by degrees as we advanced. A.rideof little 
more than two hours, among roBiantiQ wooded 
heights, at length brought .us to a dctep glen, 
with a small brook, winding its way through 
a. dilafddajked bridge, where, oq the flat roof 
of a lone cottage, our tent was fixed for the 
night 

Early. the= joext morni^, leaving this wild 
8pot» caUed Lehoth Aumon^.we pursued the 
margin of the stream, now iusignifioajat, but 
flowing through a i^hannel 9I great width deeply 
worn in the xock^^ with clustei^ing. oleanders in 
fnU bloom springing from ev^ry <^revice. We 
next toiled up a rugged hoof-woru s^ep, shut in 
by rocky walls on one side — darkened on the 
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other by thick masses of foliage, with a few rustic 
cabins, on a little knoB, half concealed by wal- 
nut and fig trees. 

At length, quitting the region of tocS: and 
flood, we a!ttained the summit A little below, 
to the left, lay an imeven plain, scattered with 
patches of tillage,' and almost bare ol triees^ but 
with neither the savage graiideur of the tnountains, 

• ■■■■ '#' '*! '*'"i *' ->i »ri«' ■ •" 

nor the dreary sublimity of the desert An un- 
pretending structure, crownmg a distant slope, 
was here pointed out as the abode of our 
secluded countrjrwoman. — Years have rolled 
away since — ^wearied ^th political contentions, 
and saddened by domestic deprivations, — ^iu tne 
noon-day splendour of personal attiacaoQ — ^in 
the zemth of intellectual pre-eminence — she 
withdrew from the unsatisfying frivolities of 
fashionable bondage, to enjoy imcontrolled free- 
dom amidst the solitary wilds of Lebanon. 



:* .« 



We soon came within sight of Saidee, — shorn 
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if it stretched on a tongue of land ^far auto the . 

side of the town,^-And lone; lines of.steiile^ de- . 
olivities seemed to forhid the possibility of ap- 
proach. By a qarrow path, sometimes shelving 

the brinks of precipices, . or^ .winding .ainonff 

-au aA Ji'ja'35 9i-r to \lmn'\'JlJ^ n '9ib sflt IBn 

masses of protruding rock, we at lengd^ de- 

.^>qol?. xn^^rrb js grimv/oio e'ru , ♦jt 1^ ^imnrol^iq 

scended; — threaded a deep water-course .bor- 

skirted for more than rti hour a loose sandy 
beach, amidst, a foaming sur£ ,to the heiffht of 

our horses' fetlocks. ,, . , 

ill ■ ooii^Bij^r. Ir.royvji] io TJiol>a"»i(^ yr-b rtoo; 

A journey of six hours from our. last ^leepine, 

^3&^i-^'jaoai(xv o-rq .aiirlooTro*ii= to rOrro^ ^i- 

place, brought us to the tow% where we dk- 
covered with dismay, that Mr. Farrep, the , 
English consul, being absent, his house was. 
closed. We th^p, solicited the hospitality of the 

;(r.ji '-^ - . ''>I^''.'< to Jifiil'* 'ti/it:'- ^mL':.-.^ lTOO'' '^ '' 

French consul, and were courteously received 

f5 
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to her mountain retreat, only three hoitfB from 
Saidee. •; - »• » •*•*» 

The next morning, '(Jiify2dad;^'Otl€r of'tl^ 
ladyship's serrants, who spoke- a 'little S^Htft; 
arrived soon after day-break, ' 'with 'a hoii^ 'and 
an invitation to her house. With thi^^W«^Mme 
summons I cheerfully ^complied, attd'l>eft>re^e 
heat became oppressive, reacbed','<SKritii^>tli^'ltF- 
quacious' Arab^ the wide inclosure' thM €jtkSt- 
des her histbitation^ Hie etitr&hce'tlras' dSstS^ 
guished only by a sdmple gat6wl[y-^1^' dS^ 
shade of trees widiin, atnd a )*ude^TerailBUi*V(U%- 
side t^e wall, looking over a ll^tSM ptti- 
gpect Plain builcfings of on^'i^tl(Tr]H^^tinr^^ed 
with little attention to symmcHiry, '^iSi^oUtid^ 
two irregular courts, whith (»iidmi!ltlHii4ted '^ 

M 

gether by a green trellis^d pasdag€l,"6ot^rM with 
jessamine and other odoriferous' platits." Oh (tHe 
side of the inner court Was a handsome vi^ifahdah, 
forming a detached room, where I was detained 
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CHAPTER V. 

f , . 

Invitation from Lady Hester Stanhope— Unobtrusive 
Residence among the Mountains — The Dress of 
the Country— Indiscreet Intrusion of Travellers-— 
The Death of Mr. Pitt a motive for quitting England 
— Melancholy end of Sheick Besheer — Magnanimous 
Resolution— Death of his Sons— Amicable relations 
With his Ekleriiy rei^sed — Distressing domestic Ca- 
l^ity— Return to 8a|4ee. 

As 4 lady at Naples, not les^ distinguished 
by rank than conspicuous for urbanity ^nd 
kindness, had obligingly favoured me with a 
letter of introduction to Lady Hester Stan- 
hope, I now dispatched a special messenger 
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for correspondent, she expressed a warm interest 
in her happiness, and spoke of her aflbctionately 
as ^' the firiend of early days." Her conversation, 
always fluent and interesting, was often charac- 
terbed by a depth of reflection, and a shrewdness 
of remark, that savoured strongly of hereditary 
eloquence and talent. 

Her ladyship's dress was that of the country* 
The fringed corners of a folded handkerchief of 
green and yellow silk, brought so £ur over the 
forehead as to conceal the hair, fell upon her 
neck and shoulders. A turban, of white mualin, 
completed her head-dress with becoming eflTect. 
Her kaftaan was of striped silk, with hmg, loose 
sleeves. Over this she wore a simple camlet 
abba, edged with gold cord^-^fitting closely at 
the neck, but unconfined at the waistband of 
such a length, that the extremities only of crim»- 
son Turkish trowsers could be seen, falling over 
her yeUow shoes. 
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A bell-rope, near the sofis^ was slightly touched, 
and a negro-gbl quickly brought in coffee and 
sherbet 

Lady Hester, adverting to her residence of 
eighteen years in Syria, remarked that her 
proceedings had often been censured because 
her motives were misunderstood, but as a free 
agent she was amenable only to the tribunal of 
her own judgment — That having been con- 
sidered as an object of curiosity to ^lioniring wan^ 
derers," and thus rendered publicly conspicuous, 
contrary to her wishes, her retirement had been 
oflben invaded, and her hospitality claimed, by those 
who would never have ventured to present them- 
selves to her in England without the intervention 
of mutual friends. She professed her readiness 
to asrist any of her countrymen who reaUy re- 
quired aid, and her willingness at all times to 
receive intelligent travellers in search of infor- 
mation, but dedlared '' her invincible repugnance 
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to obtrusive visits of mere curiosity often nuiae 
with no other view than to elicit her opinioiiS) 
which, garbled, mistated, and committed to Hie 
press, only served to expose her to animadver- 
sion and dension. 

On this subject she enlarged with great energy 
and animation. She stated that her object had 
once been to make her retirement to tte Sast 
beneficial to her country ; — ^that ^by condliating 

■•SI"* 'd TS::^C* 

the Arab tribes she had opened the road to 
Palmyra, and hoped to have enabled future 

travellers to investigate with security other 

■'."• ••r'^biaifi.-. 
ancient sites and interesting monuments. She 

affirmed that fragments of forgotten sciences were 

still preserved in remote comers of the East^ 

and that many philosophical inquirers, from the 

farthest extremities of Persia and India, devoted 

themselves by laborious travel, not only to ob- 

tain but to disseminate knowledge. By their 



I t 



means she had succeeded in discovering the secret 
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of the unfading dyes for which some countries are 
celebrated, and the art of fabricating the curi- 

ously-tempered arms for which others are distin- 

guished ; — ^that it had been her wish to promote 

an advantageous interchange of useful arts be- 

tween distant and unconnected countries. Her 

plans, however, had been frustated by the very 

people for whose benefit they were chiefly in- 

tended. From various motives she had been 

beset by travellers belonging to every European 

nation. Some had attempted to deceive her by 

affecting to enter into her views — others had 

considered her as influenced by some visionary 

illusion, — nor was " a ramble in Syria deemed 

complete, if one lion remained unseen." 

Hence, her house had been regarded as the pri-^ 

vileged hospice of every " home-sick wanderling'' 

— ^her privacy had been intruded upon — heir 

liberality abused, and the confidence that be-> 

longs to domestic association violated, until, at 
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length, she had been- compelled^ in jeUMefence^ 
to close her door. 

Amidst much desultorjr coBfrersation^of the 
highest interest, mingled with aneodotes of her 
father's talents and peculiaiities, and of her 
residence with her uncle during the last pmod 
of his stormy career, she referred to tlie intri* 
lectual superiority of the great poUtical leaders 
with whom she had been in intimate assocetion. 
On my expressing surprise that she should have 
relinquished such enviable advantages, she re- 
plied with deep emotion, "I had lived with 
Mr. Pitt — with whom could I afiberwardB 
Hve?" 

She subsequently adverted to the fonner etato 
of Syria, and spoke of its present disturbed tran^ 
quiUity as likely ere long to lead to further cevo- 
lutions that would completely change the des- 
tinies of the East. 

Tlie Druses, she said, were an Arab race. 
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originaBy distinct Bsod pur^ but Titiated by the 
intermixture of persecuted fiigitiTes^ to whom 
for ages they aflTorded an asyluiXL The Pc^te^ 
in virtue of cunquesty had long exercised the 
right of appointing die • goyemor of the Druse 
diatrict,' but this nomination^ which inrolyed the 
responsibility of a stipulated tribute^ had often, 
by the interested intrigues of Turkish agents, 
been conferred upon tiae least wealthy and influ- 
ential The selfish views of the neighbouring 
pashas constantly fomented animosities among 
the different chiefs — ^henee perpetual feuds and 
frequent warfiBu:^ were kept up until the present 
Emeer possessed himself of the full sovereignty 
of the mountain. Religious scruples, however, 
never interfered with Druse allegiance, for most 
of tiieir chiefs were Mohammedans, and one, for 
reasons best known to himself professed Chri&- 
tianity. 

The late Sheick Besheer, a friend of Lady 
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Hester^s, but more distinguished' for tdeht and 
wealthy than for equity and honesty of ^Jratpdee^ 
was long and closely aDied fo'ilie IntereMi tif the 
reigmng Emeer. The latt^ l»l^m|^ endftiffled 
himself with the Porte Was* efflhpellidd ti Hy 
from ita threatened vei^eaBoe. ' Ib thiib £aii?ouf- 
aUe interval^ the Sheick attempted to^^nsuip 
supreme command ; but the illneer, mafciftg' his 
peace, resumed his government,- and defeated the 
machinations of his ambitious rivaL •• The sheick, 
alarmed for his personal s^ety; then sought 
counsel from Lady Hester, intreating' her to 
take charge of his tre^isure, iand to gite Shelter 
to his infant &mily. She conviniE^ hUn df the 
inutihty and impolicy of compromising her neu- 
traUt]s declined receiving his property; deplored 
the civil discords that had arisen from injuries and 
injustice reciprocally inflicted, but promised never 
to forsake his offspring in the hour of nised. 
The Sheick, falling into the hands of his 
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r^ntlQiPt adfeBra«QrMTi«iil»r a shartf^ captivity, 
wa,9,^WAt|i ftrue,.TujWifb(fwocity^M4oomcd the 

Ijijipv^Jxii^. V' JJen«^ly'(W^ himfielf to bis 

d^^(^^.fi^£^9g9d ^riatalicord round his own 
peck) ^i^lii ji^^ggeiJobisttii^' exeeutieiierd^ '<&& <a 
d]^pg;t Ij^Uj i to w abOT^ / hisi iast agony^' by 
ipuUv^g>«teadi^jn'md toged^er. • His eldest i^n 
pariid^ m^ili^mbty^^ftfter being'Tsavagely de^ 
piiTed8'0«< hi&. sigfai and >ttf his >tongcie. * The 
tiwpK<you^gerli>v in -ntheu' prime trof youtib^ • (to 
Y(hQm If^y Hfst(^ waaotenderly attached^<^aiid 
in >wboa^;i&tet(sbe feilt. a warm interest^ w^e 
1^^ »Wa?^W^. >• j[W4i^ ajpi eaaergy andhe- 
jj^m j^j!^ \iiiei\Qi^g,yU3i,,ker cbaxficter, and db 
honov^H tcvi^Pf, 3«^ vsh^ TQQolYQd to mi^ an 
^%I;^^ s9^.^^o]^ol€^ them. Difficulties (and 
^ ^g^W^i S?^ WVJ4 have^detenrei a feebler mind, 
were M/^.9P^|^^f^ hand f (Surmounted) 1 and she 
achie|K^'ftbe.J)^lp^s task of secretly gaining 
. access t^i tbeir piison. 
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On discovmng who was tiieir visotor, die owet*- 
joyed victims rushed imp^xunely iaito her anna, 
believing that she could onfy bring them tidings 
of liberation and safety. This fEdlaciouB i|BKpeo<- 
tation, however, was speedily (Kssipated, but 
she counselled th^oa to conciliation and sufomi»i» 
sion, sootiied them witii the assuraoee of futiive 
protection, and pledged herself always to e<m* 
sider them as tiie children of her .adoption* 
She saw them no more, for the plague, hapj^y, 
perhaps, for all, soon put an end to their cap- 
tivity and their lives. . . 

The present chie^ aware that she had ia«. 
voured the cause of his rival, has made frequent 
overtures of reconciliation and friendship^ but 
these she has invariably and firmly repulsed. 
On one occasion a messenger arrived from 
Beit e' Deen, with compliments of inquiry that 
were intended to lead to furtiier communicap- 
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tions. He was forbidden to pass die threshold, 
but her ladyship proceeded wkh a train of do- 
mestics to the gate, heard his message, and 
only replied, ^ Tell your master he is poison 
to my eyes,*-^-«gainst you, merely the agent 
of anaether, I have no animosity," — offering her 
hand at 'die same time to his lips. 

Lady Hester with great feeling recounted the 
particuku^ of the distressing domei^c calamity 
that befel her household in 1828. A contagious 
fever crept into her establiediment, whidi con- 
sisted of eighteen or twenty individuals. It 
spread widely among die domestics, and terror 
«oon rendered diem incapable of taking care of 
each odier. The duty of nurssng the mck thus 
devolved upon herself and on Miss Williams, 

* This strong Arab expression^ that indicates deep 
abhorrence^ is an allusion to a corrosive preparation^ 
sometimes cruelly employed to destroy the sight. 
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who had accompanied her from England. Tlie 
contagion at length attacked them bothi Lady 
Hester for many days lay in a state of hope- 
less insensibility, from which she would pro- 
bably never have recovered, but for the at- 
tachment of a grateful widow, once rescued 
from destitution by her bounty, who now 
came to see, for the last time, her dying 
benefactress. 

The doors of the house stood open, — ^the 
unconscious invalid had been deserted by the 
servants in despair. The poor woman be- 
lieved there was no hope, but resolved to 
remain with her to the last Anxious to 
contribute to her comfort, she attempted to 
moisten her parched lips. Perceiving that 
the power of swallowing had not entirely 
ceased, she joyfully supplied her with broth 
and milk, and never quitted her side 
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till her sfenses were restored. But then came 

> ; ■• V. : ;_ ■ • ? ... * V , ; . . . 

the moment of trial — ^for it could not loha: be 
concealed, that during Lady Hester's insehsibi-^. 
lity, Miss Williams had fallen a sacrifice. A 
confidential steward, valued for his long and 
&ithful services, had abo shared the same 
fate ; and among the inferior members of her 
household there had been other victims. Over* 
whelmed with affliction. Lady Hester's con-r 
valeseence was tedious, the loss of her valued 
companion irreparable, nor has she ever re- 
gained her former vivacity, or recovered her 
healthful appearance. 

My dinner was served in the verandah, as Lady 
Hester eats alone, and only at her accustomed 
hours* I afterwards visited her garden, a lovely 
spot» filled with flowers and fruit, industriously col- 
lected from various countries. Pergolas of vines, 
bowers of myrtle, alcoves, and fountains, every 
where displaying elegance and taste, seem to 

VOL. II. o 
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realize the scenes of oriental fiction. Tlie foun- 
tains, however, are only occasionally and sparingly 
supplied, for all the water that her establislmient 
requires is daily brought on the backs of mules 
firom a considerable distance. 

The arrangements made for continuing our 
journey did not permit me to take advantage of 
a pressing invitation to prolong my stay, and 
the sun had already begun to decline, when, 
under the guidance of my former conductor, I 
descended the mountain. It was late when I 
reached the gate of the town, which being 
closed, ever}' solicitation and bribe to gain 
admittance proved unavailing, so that I antici- 
pateil the misery of passing the night in any 
vacant shed I could find. Fortunately I had 
observed that the back windows of our residence 
looked across a small garden over the town walL 
My guide conducted me to the spot, and with 
some effi)rt our servants* who had retired to bed. 
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were aroused. The dragoman then brought our 
firmaan to the gate, and a little explanation, with 
a small present, procured admission. 
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CHAPTER VL 



Saidee on a narrow strip of Coast— £arly foundation 
of Sidon by the Phoenicians — Celebrity of the Sido- 
nians — No vestiges of ancient splendour — Present 
state of Saidee— The Druses— Their Origin and Re- 
ligion unknown — No Evidence of the unfavourable 
reports of Travellers— Courteous to Strangers — 
Industrious— Devoted to their Chiefs. 



When we observed, the next morning, that 
Saidee was situated on a plain of, perhaps, five 
or six miles in length, and apparently not ex- 
ceeding two in breadth, bounded on one side by 
the sea, and on the other by mountains; — ^the 



EARLY FOUNDATION OF SIDON. 125 

intervening space now covered with orchards and 
tillage, it was difficult to believe that this con- 
fined limit had once been the seat of power, 
population, and activity, — and melancholy to 
consider that the name of this gloomy, ill-built 
town is the only existing memorial of a city 
(Sidon) founded at a remote period of antiquity, 
and long conspicuously distinguished for wealth 
and prosperity. 

Without undertaking to decide whether the 
Phoenicians, were driven by earthquakes from the 
Vicinity of the Red Sea, or were induced to make 
this spot their permanent settlement by the 
facility for fishing which an unoccupied line of 
coast indented with small havens would present, 
some weight may be allowed to the conclusions 
of etymologists, who maintain that the name of 
the town is derived from Tsida, or Tsidun, to 
fish. 

With such a resource the inhabitants na- 
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turally became expert navigators, and hence 
were enabled to maintain with other coun- 
tries a mutually beneficial exchange of commodi- 
ties. As population increased they were necessa- 
rily compelled to extend their boundaries, and 
form new settlements. Distant and profitable 
commercial intercourse was gradually established, 
wealth accumulated, power augmented, civilisa- 
tion advanced, and arts and sciences were suc- 
cessfully cultivated. Satisfied with the empire 
of the sea, their narrow strip of coast was 
divided into separate states, '*'' probably connected 
together by some species of federal compactf 
Their long-continued prosperity at length excit- 
ing the cupidity of their powerful neighbours, 
eventually led to their subjugation and extinc- 
tion. 

* Sidon, Tyre, Berytus, Aradus, Byblis, &c. 
t Diodorus refers to the general council of the Phoe- 
nicians. 
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To the Sidonians is generally attributed the 
invention of glass, an important discovery, sup- 
posed to have originated from their observing 
the vitrification produced by the combustion of 
marine plants, containing alkali, on their sandy 
beach. Early distinguished as skilful artificers, 
they were equally celebrated for the fine tissues 
they manufactured. Induced by conmiercial and 
maritime activity they successfully cultivated 
astronomy and arithmetic, and were led by their 
spirit of nautical adventure to invest their most 
venerated deity with the attributes of the sea- 
Subdued and rendered tributary by the Assy- 
rians, and afterwards besieged by the Persians, 
Sidon, — magnanimously devoted by her own 
citizens to the flames, — disappointed her rapaci- 
ous invaders of their anticipated prey. Again re- 
edified, her gates were opened to Alexander, by 
whom the crown was conferred upon a royal de- 
scendant, found contentedly pursuing rural occu- 
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pations. Deprived of its ancient importance, 
Alexandria subsequently monopolized its trade, 
and involved in the stream of conquest, it suc- 
cessively formed a part of the Syrian, Roman, 
and Eastern empires. Eventually seized and 
rifled by the Mohammedans, and possessed and 
pillaged by the crusaders, it reverted on the ex- 
pulsion of the latter to its former rulers. The 
fortifications, lest they should invite intruders, 
were then destroyed, the port filled up, and the 
ruins, for a time, utterly abandoned. 

Of its original splendour not a vestige re- 
mains. An inseciu'e wall, with here and there 
the indication of a tower, or an occasional breach 
filled up with regularly-piled baskets of earthy 
encircles the town. Winding bazaars, of con- 
siderable length, but so narrow as with difficulty 
to be passed on horseback, exhibit a tolerable 
supply of commodities, and of respectably-r 
dressed passengers. The mean, unpaved streets 
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beyond ^nt disfigured -by bouses^ rsqmetimes large 
and welPconstruQted^'ithatf'eKtending' on arcbes 
across tbeniyiibmii'dain|>"fandiisombp0 passages. 
An aqUednet fimiiidbeB abundant' water, and tbe 
surrounding dlstrict^isiwell^eixltrvated^ The po^ 
pulatien^HMiippbsed "totu*^^ eight ornitie 

thousand^ induding re&igeestfrom Acre^ ii^ehiefly 
Mohanunedan, with a- small proportion! of Greek 
Christiaws audi Jews. iTbe gotbic windows^ and 
beavy buMrebses) of •p.iiibsk '^lear tbe'sbore^ 
witb masses < of - broken / > columns^ oxches, «nd 
doorways^' in tbe same>iUreqy^on,ji would seem to 
indicate" tbe 'itit^- of an anoient^ and spacious 
cburch.^ Akmg thfe margin of thc'Sea, « broad 
rocky sarfiM5^'fieai»ly5 Qovered^by stbe- waves, is 
every wbere wrought iilto square excavations. 
Tbe portreraains^incumbered' and useless; and 
tbe roadstead, protected by a ridge of rocks, dis- 
plays no ; shipping, altbodghv as the residence of 
European consuls, sotne fbreign trade muistiiave 

o5 
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existed before the war. The public baths, 
clean and well served, are fitted up, like those at 
Beit e' Deen, although on a less costly scale. 

At one extremity of the town, overlooking the 
sea, is a square tower, and near it a barrack, oc- 
cupied by Egyptian troops. At the other is a 
species of fortress, including a dome-covered 
building, surrounded with trees, situated on a 
small island. A causeway, sheltered by a wall^ 
connecting this with the shore, consists of 
nine or ten arches, separated by square piers, 
each surmounted by four ancient columns, but 
without any appearance of pediment or roof. 
In attempting to pass the causeway, to my great 
disappointment, I was stopped by an Egyptian 
sentry. The building beyond, now used as an 
arsenal, was constructed by the celebrated Fa- 
keer-e'-Deen, who in the seventeenth century, 
in attempting to throw off the Turkish yoke, 
so successfully enlarged the territory of the 



THE DRUSES. 131 

Druses. A residence of some years at Florence 
is a memorable event in his extraordinary ca- 
reer. There, caressed by the Medici, he ac- 
quired a taste for civilisation and art, which he 
strenuously endeavoured on his return to spread 
among his subjects.'*'' 

The origin and peculiarities of the Druses, 
known of old as an independent mountain tribe, 
are among the mysteries which have hitherto 
eluded European investigation. The freedom, 
however, of their vernacular Arabic, from words 
and idioms of western derivation, completely 
disproves the legendary tale that would trace their 
descent to fugitive Franks in the time of the 
crusades. The discordant accounts of their 



* This was completely eradicated by the Turks^ in 
their hatred to improvement, when they afterwards 
gained the supremacy. Fakeer-e'-Deen, after being 
dispossessed of his dominions, was strangled at Con- 
stantinople in 1631. 
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character and religious belief have been gene- 
rally obtained from Levantine mercantile resi- 
dents, but such information could only be 
gleaned from ignorant interpreters and preju- 
diced priests. 

For the unfavoiu'able reports of the Druses, 
so long and pertinaciously repeated, I was un- 
able to discover any substantial evidence. They 
indulge in wine and pork, and neglect the initia^ 
tory Moslem rite. They neither venerate the 
name of the prophet, nor profess respect for the 
Koran, I am therefore at a loss to know upon 
what ground they can be considered as belong- 
ing to a Mohammedan sect Were such the 
fact, surely the orthodox chiefe, by whom for 
centuries they have been governed, would have 
pursued the natiu*al course of endeavouring to 
reclaim them from heresy, and either by persua- 
sion or force would ere this have brought them 
back to their primitive beUef. 
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That their religibus 'teaetBi'sfaouMifor^entu- 
lies have been- Buccessfiilly. coaGedlcMJ^nand' that 
no systematid fi!nrm:of'waiship has^^vettl^een En- 
forced, or e^en sanctioned b^theirirulers^ are'itt- . 
explicable anomalies in the history of ei^leociely.' 
But that they worsfaijx a* sbeepr or a icalf^* ^nd be- 
lieve in the ttansmigration of'Bdxilg^ are asser- 
tions for vibida I was hev^i assured thet^ is no 
foundation; . iFrom iheit' (ponfidnnhig without 
choice or acrupIe^ to the ChristiMi or^'Mbhai!r(^ 
medan ritual, as- they laay.caflQally 4ye throtrn 
among the professors r of either, it majr be in- 
ferred, that Uke'^^sies, the great majerily Bt^ 
totally destitute of religious feelings i«bid utterly 
indifferent to all eeremonifeil ofaeenranceiB;''^ 

* The tolerant disposition of the Druses>' atvd their 
ready compliance, with the r(^li^ovis, forms of their 
neighbours^ would probably render them favourable 
subjects for missionary instruction. Judiciously di. 
rected efforts among such a peo^ile woilld' bd more 
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It has been indisputably ascertained Aat a bond 
of union exists among the upper classes, which re- 
quires a regular initiation — ^is involved in impene- 
trable secrecy, and from which most of the inferiors 
are excluded. This is believed by some to have 
a close affinity to European masonic institutions, 
while oth^s as confidently, and perhaps with as 
little evidence, assert that grossness and absurdity 
thus mysteriously veiled are the distinguishing 
characteristics of their theological system. 

Communicative travellers have unquestion- 
ably informed them that secret societies are 
common in Europe, hence their anxious inqui- 
ries after Druse communities, which they believe 
to exist among distant and far severed nations. 
They have vague notions of a Messiah, whom they 

likely to be successful than among the bigoted inmates 
of the hundred Christian convents that still exist in 
the recesses of Mont Lebanon. The Druses are said 
to amount to two hundred thousand. 
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believe to have already more than once manifested 
himself and who may again be expected. 

4 

This idea, long cherished in the East, they 
probably derived from the visionary reveries of 
Haakem, one of the fatemite khalifs of Egypt, 
whose assumption of a divine mission, subse- 
quently magnified into a species of incarnation, 
produced a schism in the eleventh century that 
long disunited the Moslem world. The absurd 
doctrines of this frantic enthusiast spread widely 
through Syria and Palestine, and, amidst the 
retired recesses of the mountains, were likely 
to be long and pertinaciously retained. Fanatical 
books, which prove that the Druses adopted 
these tenets, are said to have been discovered 
when their country was sacked, but memo- 
rials of an ancient and forgotten faith might have 
long remained unvalued and unread among an 
ignorant and illiterate people. When persecu- 
tion ceased, as no formulary was enforced by 
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authority, and the largest division of the Druse 
community has never been that of the initiated, 
it is difficult to believe that dogmas, which in- 
volved the grossest absurdities, should till now be 
retained ; but whatever may be their creed, they 
evince no desire to make proselytes, and have 
always displayed the rare quality of being in- 
variably tolerant to the faith of others. 

Their uniform kindness and courtesy to tra- 
vellers is directly at variance with that hatred 
to Franks which has been unwarrantably charged 
upon them, nor are the vices that contaminate 
dense and luxurious communities likely to pre- 
vail among an insulated mountain tribe. The 
testimony of Burckhardt, unimpeachable as to 
what actually came within his own observation, 
cannot be entitled to the same confidence when 
he merely relates the reports of others. A ge- 
neral disregard of religious observances would 
naturally render the Druses hateful to fanatics 
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of all persuasions, and surrounded on every 
side by jealous professors of other creeds, 
it cannot iexcite surprise that they should be 
made the subjects of misrepresentation and 
calumny. 

They were completely subdued by the Turks 
towards the end of the sixteenth century, and 
have since been held in tributary subjection to 
the Porte. Their civil rights, however, have 
never been infringed. Important national affairs 
are still decided by their collective sheicks, nor is 
the lowest peasant excluded from the council. 

After the death of Fakeer e' Deen, dis- 
possessed of the coast, their numbers were 
greatly diminished by civil conflicts. They 
have since confined themselves to their heights, 
and are still a bold and hardy race of moun- 
taineers, with little instruction, but hospitable 
and industrious, — still cherishing an antipathy 
to the Turks, and manifesting a kindly feeling 
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« 

towards Europeans. They cultivate com and 
silk — ^go constantly armed — are fond of the 
chace — and always ready to obey the war-cry 
of their chief, which, circulating from hill to 
hill, as the burning cross once did in Scot- 
land, speedily assembles every man with his 
weapon.* 

* It is a singular circumstance that the tantoor 
forms an article of female dress, as far as I know, pe- 
culiar to the Druses. From what people could it have 
been derived, or what could have led to the adoption 
of a custom apparently so absurd, and so manifestly 
inconvenient? It is no less extraordinary, that by a 
strange species of aristocratical prerogative, the supe- 
rior classes should monopolize the privileges and 
consolations of religion, which in other countries are 
the solace of suffering and the refuge of adversity. 



139 



CHAPTER VIL 

Embark for Soor, the ancient Tyre — Received at the 
House of the Sardinian Consul— Desolate appear- 
ance of Soor from the Sea— Present fallen condition 
— Inhabitants principally Christians— Continental 
Tyre destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar — Insular Tyre 
by Alexander — Taken by the Crusaders—Proceed 
to Acre by Land— Pass the white Promontory 
and the Ladder of Tyre— Deplorable state of Acre 
—Subterraneous Retreat of Pasha during the Siege 
— Pillaged by Ibrahim's Troops. 

Our survey of Saidee was short and unsatisfac- 
tory. We were neither attracted by the reputed 
tomb of Zebulon, here an object of veneration, 
nor by the village of Sarepta, two hours from 
hence, where the widow's son was restored to 



\ 
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life. We would willingly, indeed, have pro- 
ceeded along the coast to Soor, (Tyre,) a dis- 
tance of eight or nine hours, but a report having 
spread that the Turkish fleet had passed the 
Dardanelles, beasts of burden were withheld 
by their owners to insure the safety of their 
eflects, in the event of a predatory visit Our 
muleteers also demanded an advance of price 
and not meeting with instant' compliance, 
made another engagement, so that a passage 
by sea was our only resource. My compa- 
nion's horse and groom were therefore sent 
forward to Acre by land, and a boat engaged, 
navigated by an old man and his two sons, to 
convey us to Soor. 

On the coast of Syria a land wind, for 
the most part, regularly prevails in the nighty' 
and a sea-breeze during the day. We con- 
sequently embarked at sunset, and foimd 
the bottom of our clumsily-constructed jerm 
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strewed with sand, which was- covered with a 
mat, and on this our beds were laid. The wind^ 
though favourable, was light, but vermin of 
every disgusting . species— and we had been tlius 
constantly infested during our whole course 
through Syria — speedily attacked us with insa- 
tiable voracity, but after a night of purgatory, 
we landed at Soor on the following morning, 
(July 24th,) at ten o'clock. 

We were hospitably sheltered at the house of 
the Sardinian consul, now from home, who 
had been driven from Acre by the late siege. 
His wife, a native of that place, received us 
kindly, and having been previously married 
to a Frank physician, spoke a little Ita- 
lian. Her appearance, notwithstanding all 
the costumes we had seen, was strikingly 
singular. Two rows, each consisting of at 
least thirty gold coins, some of them an- 
tiques, and strung like buttons, were suspended 



142 COSTUME. 

from the sides of her red and yellow turban, in 
which two large bodkins were conspicuously 
placed, each tipped with a green gem, and a 
pendent coin. A similar one in her bosom an- 
swered the purpose of a brooch, and to the ends 
of her long braids of hair gold coins were also 
attached, which, by striking together, gave no- 
tice of her approach. An ample vest of thick 
muslin, covered with huge bunches of flowers, 
embroidered in colours, gaudily harmonized 
with an English furniture print, of which the 
capacious trowers visible at her ancles, were 
made, and thus a picturesque finish was given 
to the whole. 

The desolate appearance of Soor from the 
sea, — a straggling, repulsive village of low scat- 
tered dwellings, with a few squalid inhabitants 
loitering on the beach — is in gloomy contrast 
with the gorgeous descriptions of insular Tjrre, 
before Alexander eflFected its destruction by 
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the daring expedient of uniting it with the 
continent 

The present Peninsula, once the site of this 
splendid city, anciently estimated at three miles 
in circumference, but apparently of somewhat 
less extent, is now a dreary waste, distin- 
guished only by hillocks and furrows ; and the 
memorable isthmus, then so laboriously con- 
structed, has become less conspicuous from the 
augmentation of its width, by the gradual accu- 
mulation of sand> Its once vaunted port is now 
so eflFectually choked, that only small boats can 
approach the shore, although, amidst the waves, 
the foundations are still visible of the massive 
walls that formed its fortified boundaries, leaving 
only a narrow entrance secured by a chain. 

Near the landing-place, a few tolerable houses 
face the sea, and similar ones are sparingly dis- 
tributed in other directions. An insignificant 
bazaar offers few temptations even to those 
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w)io seek o^idi^a^ qpi^q^odi;^^, ..aEdf^.th^ .dir 
verging streets w Uttle :pciore t)}fai^,^cii^uit$.iiifi 
alleys, caprLcioudy.wiqdu2gN];>eiweeQc;]^gh^\rq|]3, 

as if cpncealment ajpjfs affprded 9pQi^rity.,i»JB[eiTa 
and th^^ a low door, opeus }pta an ,ori;^an}jf,^ 
paddock, but more frequently into a sma)l cofurt^ 
surrounded with vuseral^e bqy^, 9yid^nt](^ the 
abodes of abject poverty. . Q(;Q^i<waU; ani,jai;)r 
clpsed door exhibits a court. of \^geif\ ^l^en^ 
sion9^ Wihere ai-few rude..in^p]|emQiit0 of )ius* 
bandry, and tbe.lesa meagre: looker ii^t letter 
clad occupants, , betoken a state usqine what apr 
proaching. to pomfort, and ease. Lit|le> culti* 
vatioH) however, is perceptible near the»;(4)wnryrT- 
of commercial activity there is no 9|gn-^ligtles9 
groups fill every, vacai^t spacer^r-aiid fi/3^f*i^|:i 
no longer " spread their nets" on the. i^l^pre. 
Hence it becomes difficult to coi\jecture hpw a 
population, scarcely removed from indigence, 
can here subsist, notwithstanding the temperate 
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» 

habits of the East, which demand little more 
than a, morning and evening repast of fresh 
baked cakes, sometimes eaten with a sort of 
' pottage made of lentils, onions, &c., and some- 
times merely with a draught of water, or a 
little fruit 

The destruction of Acre has augmented the 
population of Soor, now supposed to amount to 
four or five thousand. Of these, four-fifths are 
said to be Christians, principally of the Greek 
communion, with a resident bishop, several con- 
vents, and a numerous priesthood. Among the 
inhabitants, some had the wild ferocious air of 
mountaineers, but the majority, evidently the 
Christian portion, were a good-looking race, 
and invariably disposed to be civil and commu- 
nicative. 

Of the ancient ramparts of the town, no ves- 
tige exists, but massive foundations are still 
visible in the sea. A wretched wall which 

VOL. II. H 
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shuts in lihe stirip of > coast fi!ft**{)reteikt^ iiAlkbitedr 
wouki BSEovd little keQrit^-«»rAn if %hat ff ' efib- 
closedt were worth -deftndiiig. < A ifii^^6f \sf^ 
(timdnsions, not fiu from the gtfte, ldR>idi^45 the 
town its only supply of water, but whether the 
produce of a'gpiing, or ferotight'T)^ a^BifBii^rrar^ 
neous aqueduct, is imcertain. Covered witih a 
sm^\ bui>l4iAg9 and.attcf^-ting a cpnstai|t.erowd, 
it is usually the^ scene of noisy altercation. At 
some distanice across the 'sandy plain^ the ex.- 
tensive garden of an unoccupied house, not 
unlike an.;.Itali^Ou viUa,:;aeemed ther &vonrite 
rfesort of a neighboiuing EgyplSfita guteL* 



t. • U • • V^ /■'» 



♦ It would appear, froiri'tlie observations of dn intel- 
ligent friertd, MfPGodfrelf 'LevWge, in May,'i83^; tHat 
the condition 6f SiJor i» 1-apldiy improving. ' Here- 
marks, — " This plate, ' once a collection of mere huts, 
is now become a respectable town, with live thousand 
inhabitants, four' thousand of whom 'are Christians, 
and the remainder Arabs and Turks/With a small pro- 
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Boleii^iless dQ9oLMiion seeiofi toilNrood overt diis 
4eyoj(;e(ii;^giiOp[i. ^Fragments of olvateredftiokttnBS, 
^d bpkiea vails, raXtbe'sotidi-easifa'eKltemity 
of. tbe 'to9:n-~rthe only tmible remauui-of the 

and exhibit many stone houses^ some of them of re- 
spectable size^ surrounded with gardens. I visited 
ttt^^^lGreek'^Biiho^i at his "bonV%t/- With whom 1 
;einai|^r>{iA..boui}x and waa i^galed rir]jth''pipes^ 
coffee^ and sherbet* He is busily employed, with 
the permission of Ibrahim Pasha^ in rebuilding his 
churcK^ as the price demanded by the deposed 
paslul^ Acre forihis* priyif^^ i/his iKHually a prohi- 
bition. 11^^ Christians openjjjexult jfi^tbe^i Jat? «bange 
of rulers. Instead of insult and oppression^ they now 
enjoy toleration and protection. I met in the town a 
^i^k pi;^Bt^,;^e;3up^^i:)tenclent o^j^ sphpol, followed 
J;iy.a^J^ast fifty j of his pup^8,.|^>fine-looking boys. 
I i>€i1;arned wJi^^ Jtv^m ^o his.cQpvent, wJtiere, ja(ter some 
investing ,^ftxerj^tion, fc^^ sho.^^ m^^ ithe. church. 
,}Ve , purc^ed . i i^pyisions, , ,withopt dii^culty^ , which 
yflif^ ccioke4,.in the house .of a.<Cypriote, JCanaily,.in 
whose gardep our repast was (^eryed." . , . 

h2 
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stnictives even of the middle age&^-r?perliap6 ip4|r]c 

the site of the magnifieeot metropolitan ctiur^ 

onee- the canspicuotts omwiuept • of;! CSiristi|ip 

TviB* 'i&ti)4t'£ffdeiidad eiiifiecv.'ofrridi g^thjo 

architecture, t dia^iguisb^d ' 1^ ibree; jipaciotfQ 

nai;«8,' aad biro Ufty tower% wfaeie cwn^il^f^^re 

heU and pn«oe9 aad^ prelates; ass^mt^ed^^r^l^ 

bones trf the : Emperor Fr^dieita,;iBlirba99f^t 

were depoaQyted . in at si:^ptuou^ I'fiejyili^^ 

Every tr^^, tof the ..maiia^kwmtfj^ oi ;\ Origj^p^ 

reused in the. thif^^ceip^lur}^. and i6tilljf£p^i)gri;Ei 

the twelfth,, \mM no^ d^pp^gned.*«v&ro)^yjDL»bgj|g 

thrown into, a naipnojif^.i^rQ^ ,iaw|^wf(fdly.;s9ff^^ 

purpose, lof a,bridge;.vOthers pUe^ -ixx .tl^. sea, 

form Sr barrier agi^nst host^e jsqp{aK)i^ ^^.j!k f^ 

»•'•..' . ■■'' ' •!. I.'* '. ■ *i -f^ j+ 
; . ♦ , .T^ . wji^ ,^nd^ ^alia^ monarch wa^ r^rowned in 
the Kasmia in 1190, during the third crusade. His 
bones only were brought to Tyre, "the other portion of 
hiV reniiini^iej^^ea b^'hoitin^ hafiilfe beftn/^dftdrnJof 
interred ij\ the ,cathedjal of Antioch. ^ 
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d>hifiin»^ • ^f marbj^ ♦ ^itf » ' 'graAifi^, r atidc of; ^ pcw^. 
phyH^ lid ^utihd^&d^d i:ouiidiJ|t«semaJli doT«jJrnow 
the'tJflly*lateditfg-fteyce,* whik ti^otinds »df sandy 
ihiAif strerun wi^ archilb^btupa^'frligkents, alone 
pttittt out «M4 aefci^ilc^cttrcilifei^'of 'th^^n^WWi 
^Atid^'itfitWfi -^ffl ttiatr remai^ii^^i) <tell fe^ tele /of 
all6ieilt Tyf^i^tte'^arfjr! s^ of' drrilisallkai— 4hd 
etapl««6 dfthe' waftes P— iGteiald4hi»fJdreary ^oast 
b^e'l'pitoed feHlh'daliinUesg n^lgators' taex- 
plbise^ 'disbnf'^^dfas-— thig Peerless waste, 
tfiuld^ it ete^'feaV^ beetf^theT^j^attriirionyiofi «*>i»er. 
fehkflt-prihdes ?"— Ocmld^thtfe «ttl6^»ritoiy' have 
b^en (Re'eAijporitim of ftie comftl6i*€te of thfe world ? 
Tzoot, (k ZtiH^ {tm'T^poQ'ef tW'Qveek8,md 
flife Sar, *ld Sarra, dP-the «(raMtos(,*)'idi8aidj iii 
its primitive signification, to have been simply a 
name for fish, tienc^i!, tl'ie'ftrst yettlenient made 
here by the Sidonians, a little to the south, was 
probably a fishery, lik«.,th^l of.thie parent state. 

* Virgil, Juvenal, and Silius Italicus. 
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Butnm^AottheTfrorider of limid*tfaBSfci% *i^fod 

by the skitf'und intrepidity 'of Tytian'tfiafiherS,* 

tiave Attributed to thein sothi^WMi of ^^ainphi* 

bious cliied^te^, and tbus 'cJOtJ^r^'lipoii ffiy& 

a name that belbn^ W the inU&bJt^ilti^ of' M 

deep? TTidr natidhal desiglikflonj'hdiee^, feolii 

Whatev'6r 'Source d^ttVedj,' 'was subl^«J$«entlf i$^ 

plied lo^ tHfe wHoIfe ^(ioilntrjT' and ftill'fetftts'Jn 

the name df Tkooria, o/%rik ' 'i' ^'^ ^'* * 

C6ntitifent4i 'Tyrer afterwrfdM dislSn^Afed 

from tne instilar (Sty, sk f^^, oi* anfeieit T yrt(,* 

placed on the margitf of thi/'^ilow^desoiat€^'c6&i, 

speeciilj^ ecfipseA " Siddn Si weldth 'findHistinc- 

tionV ^Here the valuable ^^ommScfiues ^of ^311 

countries Were collected, thb prddiice of ^^sta^t 

regioiiB excttn^fed, an^ '" the wante of fdreign 

, f.Plifty g^v^ ata»;uH,Gf<pin€<Uii9n>nv'>ep t9 ancfent 
Tyre, including the island. , , May not, this have, been 
the extent of the whole Tyrian territory — easily sur- 
rounded bJ^a railffptffti'iird (jf cStu^Je thiikly peopled ? 



tajp^t.co|5pi^. thp ger^isk ^if fiitvire^.empiijes-Tj^hat 

'lljTO^whigse topgl^ <35cigma% cpptjajgi^^^o statue, 
^aa^fr^g^ t^ eaj^U^t tpep a tijjf 1^ d?/(ty. ^rojp^ 
b^pc§ .Sdoiapij 5v^ suppl^^^jw^tj^^ ]^e.^^ti8^ns 
i^d materifi^ tbat^ coDjtribute4 ^t() t^g,spl|eivdp^ 
of his' sumptuous tpjpplej md^hpre, and Jiere 
pg^^Quki l^ ^S^^ed^t the. hfehjy valuj^^ ^nd 

^^^ q^ipageou^, !?. FW fts^^t^ey wfjje.^s^UH m 
ajrtSk .the pPy;?mna^one 8W^ opj^sed the 

4eva^ta^n^ ^cjurse o^^th/e pufl^ueriij^ As^syr^^n, 
^Sal^anpss^^) and when ^ub^^qupntly coi^pelled 
by a siege of thirteen years to abandon their 
lutheftoli]i»tid9diieA>eapita^'t^<^<ftfl*y lof ^^Nebu- 
cliadnezzaT, ' tney^ withdrew with' Sieir mostly 



merchandise to their, ^^^argirt i^land^ .-fittBQd a 
new city,, and pre^epv^d--^^. jbldepeBdeiK^ 
Two cei^turie^ later, isoi^fidipg 4l^^|tbeir ddys^. 
tageous position, st^ngtliened ,tgf ..aULf^^.re^ 
sources of ^art, thej^ rej^tq^ ih^^j^eceptive <$k^- 
tures.of Alexqide^ and for^evei^.^i^opths ji^tep^ 
rupted his victorious legions in th«ir (^ei^rhof 
conquest But no obstacle could sbak^rlu^ i% 
flexible determination. ,.^^ fleet i&pm.jCyprwt 
intercepted maritime relief — ^the rema^ j^, tljie 
ancient city were coUect^— tr^eft^w^re (Iragged 
from the neighbouring forest9-:r-t}fe ,porten|;(U]S 
mole gradually advanced across . jAie,| intf^r- 
vening channel, i^d Tjrre fell into .the banc^ 
of her implacable invader. Pillage and massag-e 
ensued — ^five thousand victims expis^iied .upon 
crosses the ofime of bravely .defending, tbeic 
hearths and their altars — thousands w^^e doomed 
to slavery, and the devoted city consigned to the 
flames. , 



I t ■ M i ■ ■ 



aadttyWie PWteiriie^^ tK&'cftjf^^m -tJleP^iigrSis' 

ahtf taldfible "^XifeesJlorf'-wlifen 1t"'y?feTae* itf 
tricP'^reaistil^fe loA-eiiK W '"Moh^ti^daii"'iiiV 

-«*5lhe *nJe 'cr{i*adfers,^i& ttifeiri'^fegresslhtotigft- 
9^ dSM^kted'the'^^Mo^'bf'-iSitfbn, ^hdUa 
for"^Oifi^e"'ifl''«fi& KJiufiafit''gaTdyns W TjH'e.'' 
Tttif ' ^oHW^MMatka, 'krid thdr' tferfillory ' 
extended, in 1124, they vigorously as^Iea' 

h5 
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% 
this lAth and pojhd^aa* ni^tjr, • ^tdliidr T^eAstbd 

for five months the ulutecl 'effbrts t>f' la )pii9wdAfcil 
^rm/%nd a niiinerotit fleet. ^eittigHi -alik^ *dis- 
tibgtdshed the (lefenator^d^aaBailidfa^ 
by 'darkness, t#ti^advtoli]]X)il«^TyriaM'^tiit^^ 
an enemy's ship,"cut the eaUe, aiktaqhed Ifer to 
one of thdr own^^'drew hei" isto Ae^tj^drty^^'tad 
sacrificed all on board. '^ • f aj:' • . 

Deprived of matifime 'succouy,£(^1kmoii^ble 
terms dt slUTehder%ere ^finally lEtda(Acd4d9^fiBd'ih 
this mstaHtei& figdthfiilly obserVedi^ ^DdHd^ A' l(&g 
oecuptltion^^ it prbvedtd the C^riitiiaiA^an im* 
pte^slble fortresElJ Even thd nfifgfaly SaM- 
e'dleen WaS'driVto from its g&tcfs. ' Btittbe^^'ldng- 
dom of Jerusalem subverted, and the WarriDnrH>f 
the cross dispossessed, the walls wcire'^tf^^mo* 
lished— ^" the towers broken down^'-iMtie coafit 

* William, an Englishman, the historian of the 
crusades, was Archbishop of Tyre, and^prect^^ior'to 
Baldwin the Fdurth, who died in i;i85. 
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r))e092ae a^olitary mast^i rand the pgrcfdict^^ d^so- 
liition ©f Tyre J^>asiwlfiUedf , ,j' ^n ,^p ^ri -,0^ 

4j»at^)Wj94 had« ba^ .Tpe^ i»4tb s^ ^ ^a^ning 
assQeuttiows ^ arllast o^dieUi' f ..But r ^%(j jai^other 
nigbt irfffpeBance; the >w4iii4 at^^jty-bwaki.blw 
6)eBh iigpin^ us^iand our eowse^wa&jaiiiecoad 
time directed to Tsoor. .,f» r. ^o 'r S .r^ 
\U^i(L ^ywe(dnu^^i«ui)fa\^|imlder breqp(^r on the 
foUf^wii%}. ci^ejung, r 4etermiBed ua to> faak^ an 
«fforlfe tc(fg9iOn bx^^f.^Fmlifig'to oljit^ torses 
,fflrr ws^»-ibyrA«'»P»divqiy/,flftpdfc|, ^% ifpnt our 
fy^tHmM^^^ mfHta^ qommmdf^, wl^Q^impie- 
diatelyx>Qd^ed its many tacbej^m^poress^ afi our- 
sdveSj.perv^llt^tTapd.liaggagatftqiuired.i. to IM.. 
^i^Tbeiqoxt mormng the^ court wfts gro5f4ed with 

racqlleeltion ol.wre^fa^d* animals ^ud .their j(;at- 
tered ^Krners. lA priest made a remonstrance 
in bf|ha3f of the only d^ent ji^orse placed at 
our disposal, "which was cheerfolly relinquished 
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at the intercesfikiki idfixftur faaatsas.': iSGbe .wual 
aeena-of ^damouDT anciASdiifusioa ensu^ *£ltoh 
made ah excuse foiKibisnfdeli^ni ^iid/oirSfifQat- 
mendecl hi»-r;5n^ighboiu&<-.tpj ouf^, ap^^ol r^ref- 
fesenoe, all iioiQifera|iLi%iog«^]i^t<|it»ft)k^^gl^^ 
jMilrch of., tbwi di&^nantqvw^es. loEwSr^riinQ- 
mept. they.iseeca^ <50inmg,,,taffbkwfciijtwrtj,ti;^fe 
aS^r was ««ttled by our 6eleclij|g<.$Y€(.jdoi)^ys 
and twfi> .mules, .Jivith wjjich. a^: isks^jiio'^lAcfo. Wie 
toojt our depav^uxe. . ,[j . . ofci, • .5I) ti ,.»,•>•• )^ 
^ Leaviog the Peninsula thro«|gh ia (fe^ (S^Q^y 
hoUow, (that ^miark^. > >th^ position* «ii{- thQ. imd^Dt 
ipole, our road; continued .;Q}ong the bfiBch, 
bounded by mountains^ ai)d<, ^cefisio^atly wied 
with signs of cuUiTatiom- Passing th^ reoiaiii^ of 
an ancient aqueduct, we reached, in hallrfln-h^ur, 
the cisterns^ three in nlimber, called' Ras ek'Ain; 
These are curtou^ and- substjamtiaHyi fabricated 
with a; mixture of pebble^ and inortar, .and 
being raised considerably labovef the surrounding 
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Im^ IhieKr abuocbuoM; waiters^ after turning several 
toiSkj and iiYigatifig'k^fe^^adjahring^fields, rush 
iiAfpc^tiously intcMdnoL sea. ol -» < .? t,^ii 
-'»•% iw^i^tiwalii'eoiirs^' 01^10 -crdssedi tWo^othiwr 
coiteidbi^€r^ti'eiiks^Qindr(i& it^ hours ai^ed 
at4h4lfootof a st^epj^-melsyksctotj' where' th^ 
BrfduMain8,>«dvancingf4o'tiie ie«'Sst,''ted^faatle^lh 
a' bold '^pfbmoB^di'y wash^ <by thfel wavcte/ This 
befautiftlt'pa^' eV^ Hiriiere ^eeentB «a ^ret^ipitotts 
surface of dazzling whiteness, 'bcd^^^nilally interr 
^^f6kedt\ti1^iSo^hf&'ot flint, tod tienc^ha&iob- 
tained thillliataie of Raa Abiad, • Wthfe ^iWiite' ^"ro- 
moirtory,»'iJ Ai«»^racticabld^"Toad^^ commanding 
mi^tdfidei^ prdspec^ is carried across t^th^ 
(£fi^>"and' the -itoa beats furiously agaiast* its 
roelsr^bftfil^ . ' . • /' . ■'...> ■*. . • 

; The Asbent i laccomplished^ we passed a fort 
oconpied.bya^Bmall military detachment, on the 
Hummit, and then proceeded for several miles 
through wild 'and beautiful scenery, sometimes 
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pr <Mcrttm g naked |Mn1i0ii8'«6{b^r<x^rbat' more 
frequently gentle eminemsfas^ eatemi fMntaafts 
of lavender and ■ *T08«i|Bry, t ladd - .fifcfiil^ed 'oKth 
loflyitrees, >HitenniMgieck witfa^iidfariaflft tliddMtf 
oftBjTtle^nd bay.' Pasiiiiig'anDdwr^siffitary 
station^'? c^ed '>ScMderdon^ we i^ped ' t6 
dine, at ilie end ^ fiT0*4MmT8y. m^I a «>soKbHrj 
cadbin, withm sight of V>ne of (thq^mmiedi^mitKiii- 
towers rithat so:<froqiiently olccur on Ifae'^^jviaii 
'coastal*. *r-*?:»' •'< ■ ■•> • r. , "I j ir^^m . .-i 
Ofer Toad,' an hour) bq/iood^) hef^wmiifism pr^ 
(Ofutoos, andipassing a thufd-milititypMrtiamedg 
dse heights^' with: two lofty r'co]idiniik.^aiiiidBt 
hilloQkB of rubbish, we descended a.stonp deriir 
vity^- anciently dalled ti[ie Ladder M Tyn^ and 
readied an extensive level '»«t> 'the r&rther ex- 
tremity of whidivAcre is situatacUs We now 4>q- 
eilsioiially paesedtvillages and streams, an4tK>me- 
times saw at a distance^an elevated' ^column, 'or 
a mass of mins; but as evening advanced^ 'and 
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wewereiBtill tworrhouro'tfrom Aolre^ woidecided 

to eneamp for the riiighb^ yj . l-a , . t ;^« > I ' •• iij\.ji' 

Jvlj QSib.-HGkaT . ^pavlure bvaus itiaithp^iaild 

pa06iik|»tmoii^iUageflkt'W^''^Q^^^ the 

midst •f'Tonfiquiy fiscal ^gn&/o6 rbcenti'tfeiiwfitar 
tionh<^i(Ij1itb gronnd was strewed fmtb' sl^oti^md 
sbdlfly walls wepe ghivered, ^and evetjj vestige of 
ve^stetion' swepti away. Ob our lefb^was^ ^^^eii- 
eampmeiift^ neari.a lar^e. liUaj^ "tind toathe mght 
"we caught a distant view of the fortificatiooas^of 
Aero.: ir {Massing tiieiKsafmeious breachri«mad6' by 
the sucoessfal^'OSBsiilailts^ noiN^Gpadrtly.^deai)ed 
from^^ruldush,^' and. undergoing >Tepetif, w^ ap- 
proaiched'the ^ea^'^aoid^ entered a giiarded and 
fortified gate. With much' difficulty we made 
our way iikrough heaps'^of 'tpotterii^ vvinls 4o the 
go^enior^s^^resldeKee; He^feceivid tDB/dwdUy, 
regrtettmg that» 'liie > idismakitied>- state > ' lof the 
town, offered' no prospect of comfortable ao- 
commodation^ and that the shattered condition 
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of ins d^m^rddfleBsudiiaasibir^did not '»(>cnii|t 
himjto(ri^r:»aBiiBhelt^n' fdielsedi^ li«rever,'A^ 
soldier '•^- exploit somiB^'^fafiiiilBbl^'fipo^ axid^ 
after raaak*<6eiirdi'i^^n[<^t9bkar«fiigpe qn ibtjhai£« 
(km0K]^(faGve^tK)]|fVBh^(\rherd)aIbroi^ ataifa^ 
ceise'ibiAQ'MBf ^qparfaneo^itbool^ (Aam^ aiiDBtiK^ 
the otiM8k-s,tffrafi3iiot totirdjrndbepayed of) kfiiiceil«i 
ingi«nd RacfTcUtA m3t>^iq[>^li0ddtUei/defiaBeBiejr^ 
above, ibnd;do0a«. torii -iftK»i ^^th^f^iladg^ ii^irt^i 
fitled34^*ira(Stficy telowV ' neiii^«^(Jth#Oax«iw^ 
rb^'of tte afijdi&kl^ chur«)V iWtiL4b«<tfiMdd^' 
oi^ia solitsu^ ^iesty two 'i^hi^i^fcad'plfes^^Ml^' 
fewrdolcHiells vfm^i statiMed in >f^e ctoirt,^^J^4d»d' 
th6'r^StJJwasiiw«!*iapelesg»Triasisf^ ' by* ^*- - 

Acre, of less extent than we had anti6i|^tedf - 
andj^cdpyMg^a'^roj^tetioii 6f \mA witH^tb^^a 
entslosingiii'thiTdiJofidtd omtttt^^i^ «iqw a AreMryj* 
unitihaibiOed waste; J-^id'mekhchtfbf. picjtutii > of^ 
dev^^^don t andoruim' i* Clb^^ bedeg4d"fCf 'fl^. 
molsAii^'^ndtw^itty^lme day^ diiiidg^qftciiich tliM'' 
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upwards uai thirtjpKfiFefidhoiisalid sbistts <wer^ 
throiwnioiato ,lhe<toMi, ttotuaiisinglei^fiabitatiQn 
hasN egoa^d^idolklfdreoLir. a Wihol^ / streets ' > 'kte^ 
bkieked up JB^ftbihal&demoliriied )^aiL8es^ and» 
others r8T^fdlediit0i1ii0 :firfit<8to^ii€lb>&iiotu^ 
remnants e£ivoo& andlflcu^iBirrvEsery dAobltiiidfwui^ 
do]¥haa beeik torm doym^kvA consmHedliurtfiie^^ 
shaiitancid arobesiaivl{(^k;eQaig wallsistiH seem io 
meRQf^ d^Mw^tioir; avd ii$riK)i)^pi|86i^^ai^ough^ 
b^^l^i Bof «f irubbu^b ^ordr/ iba /€ailj^r/acQ^8^i46i 
v^fiiattft pi«1hBj€if the t«(wnii >Oip.^ro£|tbeipjpiiicipal 
baza$^p4t(|^^($Q^d b^rixlattgerpuarii^ ^Q|)$lV>and 
anptlier,^.iQf i^paciou^> .jdumsn^ions^ b«fl^f.ionly^{ 
been saved by an acehed ^i;oof ( from eiitbe-ide^ 
sl7iuctipn.ii iH {'**/ :■•' ■ 1' • •• .-'' '.,«\/ 

.Neatfthf^ magvdfieent. ihosk, >.]^iiilt bjr the atro- 
cioii»> Jezzar^ .a handsome fbunjUii^irtvithin.a sort 
of . Chinedei pavilion, « protected by a beautiful 
gsating of.biK>nze^ has happily escajped^;. .Here, a 
flight of steps lead* into a court, surrounded l^ a 
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half-demolished oldster, treetingripnhiSnudLt^ 
lumns of coloured marble v The \,pf^^«m^[|^ 
riddy ^anegated^ had ^n sfa«d^d w^.giK>9«p8 
of pa]ia.<and.<pl«ae troee^ wd twp j^hj^profmn, 
mentedifQuntainQi^ei^^ burifd ben^Rth jthe fra^ 
ments of handsome, tdoi^esi^ k, The ^ntepxny ifc^y 
lined witfh . compar<^e«ts pf polomKld ijfiKiMer ¥^ 
surmottnted .with. Ql spa^pus .aa^v loftyoxPiqKi^ 
every wheve shivered aii^l perfor9i(ed»i Iljii^^^^as 
gaudily painted^i. de«K9rated /VipHi^i'KAxabic iat 
8eription8,r*.and^.. stilly., austain^ iby ffr^ctur^ 
portions' of ar Mbeautiiul colotmade^ <•* Qa .<p9e 
8ide»« near, ft gaQer]^..jStQ^Ma iiigbr .pujf^t *^ 
OcpoIijiQ marble^i and tif^ ritchrm^fiiaip floos^ 
cnteUy mutilitted, an^tstre^Bved ^#tti boQk co¥cap8^ 
was heaped wiAh ;broken musses .o^^fnorphy^ 
and granite) among,, wbicti lay,, an ^anncxus 
bvonze. crescent thatliad' fallen, t&oi|ai the summit 
of .the dome.... Sbpt,andrBbf|^.ha$l Jbgi;^ swift 
&aift4M^iOc».tbe bopk»j^d'te^ a 



tpophyj 'Slid "the »efcfim em&otit WasK (^(m^mrt^d ' 
iirt^amaitoy'Aatiofl/'-'^^ ' *• "•^' '' 

fIV(y deep ditd)^ With ttfefisii^ !ftU3:i]piFt8 iedid 
badttoDfi^^I^cltiftlb ^ to^ aittd loil* the cgkci^ 
bttt faof" td' ^the 'md»'%voifl*ble^^sifidni^t%he 
afekilmg^ftatteri^fiflJ^ere'rtised. l> r,^ >. -t 

^ The* ' Stride practStelBifte -TirddfeTi,' tteougli ^hidi 
the UesiegiBtli eitf^red th^ town,*^#2te tindc^gd&g 
r^^i/} It*btt&i)b^ tniively defend^ but lere 
th^ &^btkd ditdh^'wi^ pas^ tbe toi^ yielcted; 
FWe '&6^isafid i^^^-feroo]^^ together ^thijeiw 
ghieer^ ' formed ^ihWvgarriM)!!^' which Vas < inldec 
the H6i^Dla^^ the>'Kfahia Beyy^-foi? ccmtr% 
to our prevIbu^bcfUei^ Ve*'were»heTO'Vqtie<5Rf«i^ 
a86ui^ ' tti^ l^bdiMah;^ 'at i;be b^difig vinbe 
n^e^' ttiired wkh his hUreem'^d a ideout^' sxikh 
temiti^^fus r#tr^at; todtduring'its wht^le^touT&e 
im&i'^iiimnc&Ai64^ liiittbelf 4n th^«@^ tmtil 
thdJfetfai^sitfltladfa^y'comilatoeed. OMgiiially 
a OeOtgteft (§tevt^ brot%ht tip itf^theseragtid; 4i^ 
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obtained elu-ly ' and' ^stingwsiiild'^^^rbmotidiir 
Perfidious^ 'fanatical, ^^d'^s^lfisli,— Wittoht eveH 
tlie redeeming ''qualify' of fillelfity nia^sB^eJ-' 
r^gn,^ — ^his govefnm(^nt,''llitliSii^ iinm^ked i^ 
glaring atrocity, was''rajpacious^iulrf il]!taf^flfi(t. 
When threaitenerf'^fi^ tiM p6*ient^neignK6itf, Ifoir 
openly encouraging ;^g3rptian' efoi^^^on,* — ifei 
proachea with forgelAiIne^S^ 6t)Ugatidiii 

anli^ accused of want' of integril^m ctt£ia^Wml 
as' well'as '^Mitiikl' WMicflottV^e r^^ aW 
reparation, and relying for j^&ii^tiorf oi?9]f^ well- 
kiibwn'jealdud apprehension 6f ilie sm^n, plun^eti 
his petty stafe iinnecessarily^itiix) all ite'hoirftrs of 
war. His capital afterwards besieged, arid from 
day to day reduced to a neap of rmns, — alike 
destitute of courage, and reckless of the miserlr 
of the suiBfering inhabitants, — ^he wimdrew to nis 
hiding-place, and relinquished the ctefence to his 
more intrepid deputy. 

Of the garrison a small portion, only is 
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said, to have survived, the assault^ and it is be- 
and seized most of the towns on the coast. At 

gaxqspn were thinned by frequent tho^ sue- 
ce^sful sallies. Many of the inhabitants were 
allowed to leave ' the town* but numbers were 
crushed beneath falling houses, or fell victims 
to the missiLss unpeasinffly, poured upon them. 
At the capture a general pillage^ ensued, ,many 
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of the soldiers were greatly enriched, and a ba- 
zaar, established beyond the walls for the sale of 
plunder, exhibited in boundless profusion all 
the costly articles of the East 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



Acre taken by the Crusaders— Subversion of European 
Dominion in Syria — Kaifa — Convent on Mount Car- 
mel — Hospitality and Benevolence of the Monks — 
Their Convent, destroyed by Abdallah, now re- 
building—Ibrahim Pasha's French Cook— Embark 
for Jaffa— Cesarea— Emerald Dish still preserved at 
Genoa— Jaffa— Proceed to Ramla— Road to Jerusa- 
lem— View of the Holy City. 

The ill-fated city of Acre, placed at the angle of a 
semicircular bay of twelve or thirteen miles in 
width, was in early times a place of commercial 
importance. At the partition of the Macedonian 
conquests, falling to the lot of Ptolemy, by whom 
it was repaired and enlarged, its ancient name of 
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Akko was changed to Ptolemais. Eventually 
becoming a Roman colony, Vespasian and Titus 
here assembled their legions for the conquest of 
Judea. When subsequently captured by the 
Mohammedans, its ancient name, which it still 
retains, was restored.* 

The first band of crusaders, in their impe- 
tuous course, left Acre unmolested; but in 
1104, Baldwin, king of Jerusalem, assisted by 
an Italian fleet, invested it by sea and land. 
Compelled after a resolute defence to submit, 
the Pisans and Genoese, his rapacious allies, 
treacherously violated the terms of capitula- 
tion, and involved the city in rapine and 
cama^. In the hands of the Christians it soon 
became flourishing and formidable, and in the 
course of their long sovereignty was often the 
scene of licentiousness, perfidy, and slaughter. 
Salah-e'deen, in 1187, having diminished their 
* Pronounced by the Arabs, Akkeh. 
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pdirwnvanfl cortailMrM their ^^poBMbibiMS, Adre 
epesiled her g»te9>to4h6 Moftlemft$tiSe£ v^fBMthe 

tb^ foneefi ior^herecf^^^t^ ol^he^l^^ FifiM 
with military stores, and*delfeilded iby ^-choice 
l^opps, Sdl£di^'d^ii)iiastenkl to its Ydi^£' < fiis 
eampuwas 'seouselyiplaced/onilthe neighfeoimng 
brigtitft^isBd poDftiaualleoHibats thinned ^e tktii^ 
of rtfie 'JoppoBiiig/hosis. ^ > >'Ehe^ towii> silill (h^ld k)ut^ 
butmr^y )effortiib*disleM%8'tfae* assiiiaiM;!^ pmi^ed 
unaTiailiiig.*f HM'Piis'^iQeittdrable &iie|flfe -was^^thui^ 
^untneted •for-imore than t^o^'years^" at the' 
ftightfiii <006t of tHro hiindred ' thousand lives. 
The- 61udstian' atmy, although tom^ by^ feuds 
and (fiss^nsioiiB, and -^wasted by pestil^ce and 
tetdniey: stiM maiD:lamed its pcekion^ when 
the arriml of Philip'of France ^and subse* 
quendy of Richard of England, with large re- 
inforcements, inspired them with new courage, 
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'Hie work of sbugfater was resumed, and the 
garrisoDy at lengdi worn out by -.pnYalaoay con- 
sented to ca{utulate. Salah-e'deei^Aibnutted re- 
luctantly to the humiliating pondilJiqpDs. imposed. 
The EjDglish and French, now ma^pi of » the 
town, refused to their allies all participation .in 
thespoiL IKsputes and contentions (tistracted the 
ill-assorted leaders. The exchange of prisoners 
was delayed — the promised ransom .k^ back, — 
and the stipulated time for final adjustment hav- 
ing been carelessly allowed hy the Moslems to 
elapse, the Uon-hearied Richard wreaked his 
vengeance upon three thousand captives, who 
were led into the plain, and there deliberately 
and savagely slaughtered 

Acre, for another century, remained a Chris- 
tian possession. After the fall of Jerusalem, the 
warlike knights of St John, to whom it was 
ceded, raised a magnificent church to their patron 
saint, and hence the modem appellation of St. 
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Jean d'Acre: During the lattei^ cnisades it was 
considei*ed' as the* maiitiitie capital of Syria, — 
and herGj^iPrificW Edwtcrel, affieAvartfe Edward 
the PireVlaWdid'Mi- 1371, iviffi^k'trfe '6i tiohility 
and a^thofts^riiditafeti^' htk'^hlh ^stttHy^^^'^eply 
disgraced fbf^^thd'^atttbJti^s'Uat ^^km his 
course.^ At' the 'ddsdW the tfiirte'iilth cerittiry. 
Acre "alone remained to the Christialis' bf lall 
their Syritti»pote9e^iDfnS.'-Besife^^ iil'lS^l, by 
a Moslem 'f6i^»fr()fm»Eg^ti'^he^iikakl'(^ 
attended i<»^ finAl ca^tttr^J ^'CliairdeMtifeiy aban- 
doned by the tittAar ' kini^ bf Jetusdlem, ' the 
heroic knigkts were nearly exteirtiihaf^d,' and 
sixty thouB8nd'>victiihB miserably ^perished. The 
survivors quitted the soil — the fortifications vt^ere 
levelled, — and thus the Latin emj)ire in Syria 
was subverted, after it had dragged on a languid 
existence for nearly two centuries. ' 

From long-continued desolation this town was 
partially restored by Fakeer e' Deen, who appre- 

i 2 
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hensive of Turkish invasion destroyed the port.. 
Still it gradually revived, and became, under 
subsequent rulers, the residence of (^European 
consuls, and a place of commercial resort. Con- 
tinuing to flourish, it was embellished and 
strengthened by Jezzar ; and here this inhuman 
savage, aided by an EngHsh force, stopped the 
victorious progress of the French. Like other 
commercial depots in the Levant, its foreign in- 
tercourse has always been fettered with imposts 
and monopoUes ; but it still maintained a con- 
siderable trade until the period of its recent de- 
struction by Ibrahim Pasha. 

Many circumstances contributed to render 
our stay at Acre disagreeable. Provisions were 
obtsuned with difficulty. To thread the intricate 
mazes of the town was a somewhat hazardous 
enterprise — the fortifications were undergoing 
repair, and therefore hardly accessible ; and fleas, 
of enormous size, swarmed in such incredible 
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multitudes, that during the day we were compelled 
continually to brush them from our clothes, and 
sleep during the night was effectually chased away 
by their incessant and voracious attacks. Thus 
surrounded with annoyances, we were naturally 
anxious to proceed on the following day, but 
no animals could be procured, and the go- 
vernor's order for forcible seizure could be of 
no . avail in a place destitute of inhabitants. 
We therefore hired a small boat, which, in the 
afternoon, carried us in two hours across the 
bay to Kaifa, the site of a considerable town 
destroyed during the crusades. In the harbour, 
which is here deeper, and more secure than at 
Acre, were a few small vessels at anchor. Near 
the sea, a wall had been recently repaired, a small 
fortress was furnished with a garrison, and a few 
pieces of cannon and piles of ball were lying on 
the shore. We walked through the town, which 
is small, unimportant, and situated a short dis- 
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tance firom the sea. We had hoped to -find a 
lodging at 1;he hospice •estaUished beve * by 
the monks of Mca]nt-'GarlBtt^^b«%u^1inrfbr^ 
tunatelyy the- eccl^siaatiQ • who m comes 'daifyiUo 
receive aimdgjers^Mhad -jjust'Tetumed ^to the 
mountiuuaU' Afte9>iinany ineffectual •attemjttB* to 
obtain' aoeommodatiooiribii^ the 1 4iiglit9 ourolily 
resource was* going -to tbeneDiiiPcnt -:^ ^Asses 
with some difficulty were poocured ' td transport 
our baggage,. but weretunsupplied widi bridles, or 
saddles; we tiberefore punehasedkCords in itibe. ba- 
zaar, and the drirers: eonuneneed' tb^ir Tpreparar 
tions. Such,' however^ '^itois thei]ri<awkwardness, 
that at revery moment some^ of . our. :pac|ui^ 
fell to the ground^ Contentionsoand -quarrels 
arose, a crowd ooUeeted rofimd^ and /the baggage 
was finally^ deposited' ix\. tl^' stoeei-iby. the • mule- 
teers, who' msde th^ i)$U;emsBiof ,thei hour dt plea 
for refusing to proce^ed* It then became neces- 
sary to request the interference of the* military 
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commandiBCf one ) of whose attendants speedily 
competed th& deserters toi rei^i»6~their duty. He 
tfaeD appointed otiisrs^ to 9iip]^rt the b^gdge with 
theinhaBda^viandiioondncted- us>oUt^de'the gate. 
OupiguidesNiwon»'iforgdt»itheir'i$Ahiimoufj-^t^^ 
mgfatrwjur> daark^^ dnd the road* ^cipiit^|]!d ; but, 

• diatting .aikdi ' sing^g < 'With ttheir wonted cheer- 
ftdliess, tbejKbrought am, inx little ^more than an 

^hottiv"^3a£ely(»t»i<tioe< con^nti' T^ monkr^ere 

^^eJkin&d^^^Sbix^ eon- 

•diwlted^' wb'^'wek'e^r^adiljr admittted,^ ^and ihospi- 

tldbil<r4ttiiti1&bti' with willing alioilritf Bhown. 

-^*'3!te''€Amieli*d convent^ sitUafccId On a lofty 

- 'pH)byontory o^rlooking' ' the sea^ commands on 

- w^iT^sideimaynilksent pi'ospectsi ' This monastic 
4iBdi^^to6ki>itB origin from i the ' early resort of 

- '|ii(m»'teoJisfei{ i!0^ a jAao^ that -hgd' giVen 'fehelter 
^Icdd'tof^bcl^i^ophertS'EIijaAi^aiM'Elisha. Some 
of the ffraterni*^ iccotnpanied St Lbuis on 
\&i teturti from Syria to France, and others 
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had previously formed an establishment in Italy. 
The structure now rebuilding is on the site of 
an ancient edifice, although no palatable water 
exists within a mile and a half of the spot. A 
superior and three monks, the former a sensible^ 
kind-hearted NeapoUtan, inhabit the part al- 
ready finished. They are cheerful and social, 
take little interest in the affairs of the world, 
and devote their whole attention to the duties of 
religion, benevolence, and hospitality, all of 
which they consider as specially belonging to 
their order. One of them, a native of Malta, 
and for upwards of thirty years a member of the 
community, has never failed, amidst all the late 
vicissitudes, to attend daily the hospice at Kai&, 
purposely to receive strangers, and to succour 
such as might require aid. Nor did he desert 
his post even during the severe persecution 
which was raised by Moslem animosity in the 
course of the Greek revolution. 
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The requisite fiinds for the building have 
been hitherto raised by the personal exertion^ of 
one of the brotherhood,* an able architect, ap- 

* This exemplary man, Fra Giovanni Battista, 
whose intellect and knfewledge are both of a superior 
castj and who has successfully trained native builders 
to execute his designs, has traversed a great part of 
Europe and the East to collect funds for the building. 
He distributes the following appeal in French, Italian, 
and Greek. 

" The convent and church of Mount Carmel in Syria 
are universally known to the Christian world. These 
sacred monuments were so completely destroyed in 
1821, that the cave of the prophet Elijah alone remained. 
The bare footed Carmelites, (Carmes dechausses,) the 
appointed guardians of the place, obtained permission, 
in 1827, to re-edify the structure. Charitable assistance 
from Europe has enabled them to make some progress 
in the work, but in order to complete it they are com- 
pelled again to appeal to the benevolence of the 
faithful. 

" The establishment on Mount Carmel is not only 
entitled to interest from its religious associations, but 
also from its great utility to the numerous mariners 

I 5 
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pointed by tl^e pap^gQyenuae^-to p^ 2^d 

superintend t^e.^bl^ldiBg'^, '^>l^)TfJiolP'^^l^^ is 
of stonci, wd K^ben , copiplcjt^, ^yfi!l possess. , the 
solidity, of .^,^ort^es8j.j^,T^€i,§rs^iStp5y:pi>lyi^ at 
presQpt.^f^is^e;^ ji^n^j liQrcsafter jwill^ie: solely 
appr(^.:rji^ted ,to ^ acc^omwpdaiiipq ;{>£ txaY^U^^ 
when another,^ ,tp bp, raised ajbpy/e, jriU he .exclu- 
sively (jiQyo^ed to permanent- itijua^ites« In the 
centre a spacious phurcb has hoi^n copuneoced, 
and already , premiss tp/ be^^._fiQe building. 
It will be han4sQniely . d^cQir^vted Mfith^pilastiers 
and colun^ns, crQwn,ed wiijh. <^ dpnie,. and de- 
dicated to the y^giu Qf Mount. (^!^i:p[^L , The 

and travellers who arrive at Kaifa. The Carmelite hi 

attendance at that town^ where no European agtot re- 

sidesj is always ready to afford them. assistance^ and 

is specially charged to conduct them to the conven^^ 

whose doors are never closed to the stranger. 

» 
" The names of contributors will be inscribed in the 

churchy and they will participate in the daily prayers 

of the community for their benefactors." 
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principal altar will be^ placed over the cave so 
long' held 'sacred as the retreat of the pro- 
phet. ' This natural cAvem, exhibits at its tur- 
thest ^!sttt(fettlit3^ donie' IsignS of having been en- 
larged "by' ^m. ' Vm^ti ' tHe edifice abtive Is com- 
pWte, • it i^^ill b* <*onvetted into ^ chapel; and 
a pfojfcjctittg ledge of rocki beKeved to have 
been- th0 'l^e<j]fAng-][dac^ bf the prophet, will 
thens'bls'th^ a^Car. The building, ali'eady three 
yeArs^'in pjrogress, will require at least as many 
mbt&'iof^it& bdtdpletioni In thie eatlypart of 
the* 'Greek' t^vohition, Abdallah Pasha accused 
the Caimelites df affording refuge to that perse- 
cuted race. Upon ,this pretext, he not only 
razed their convent to the ground, but blew up 
the foundations, and carried the materials to 
Acre for his own use. A neighbouring Greek 
convent shared a similar fate, upon the site 
of which Abdallah built a small villa where 
he occasionally retired; but this, from its 
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healthy situation was afterwards used as a mi- 
litary hospital 

The superior himself kindly conducted me to 
see one of the celebrated caves which every where 
abound in the district of Mount CarmeL Descend- 
ing two- thirds of the mountain by a narrow path 
scooped in the rock, we entered an inclosure of 
fig-trees and vines, where several caverns, that 
of old belonged to the Carmelites, are now in- 
habited by a Mohammedan saint and his nume- 
rous progeny. We first entered a lofty ex- 
cavation, of beautiful proportions,* at least fifty 
feet long, with a large recess on one side^ — 
every part chiselled with the nicest care, and 
inscribed with numerous Greek initials, names, 
and sentences. Here Elijah is believed to have 
taught his disciples, and hence its name ^^ the 
School of the Prophets." Some smaller adjoining 

'* Perhaps the seat of the oracle consulted by Ves- 
pasian on Mount Carmel. 
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caverns, fronted with masonry, now form the 
residence of the saint and his family. A deep 
cistern for the preservation of water has been 
hewn in the rock, and the entrance is closed by 

a gate, shaded insidfe with a pergola of vined. 

... • 

The memory of Elijah is equally venerated by 

Christians and Moslems ; and the votaries of each 
faith are liberally allowed access to the several 
caves. At the time of our visit the general ap- 
pearance of Mount Carmel was dry and sterile; 
but the superior assured us, that in spring it was 
clothed with verdure and beauty, and would 
then amply repay the researches of the botanist. 
Here we were again subjected to great incon- 
venience by the report every where circulated 
that the Turkish fleet was approaching the 
Syrian coast Horses, mules, camels, were 
sought in vain in all the neighbouring villages. 
Two days we were detained by promises that 
were never fulfilled, and on the thml were 
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obliged to descend 'to' 'K&ifiBB, and proceed to 
Jaffa by sea. This intervBi'gave me an oppor- 
tunity of visiting what- is absurdly called the 
" Garden of Melons.'' Escorted by two armed 
attendants, I' traversed »the • consist oh foot until I 
reached a deep ravin©, where a )fine stream, 
bursting forth near an inelosiare t>f melons and 
fig trees, is called the prophetfs "spring, and is 
supposed to mark the site of one of the places of 
his occasional abode; Ascending the ravine I 
passed some ancient m^sive foundations, and 
soon afterwards gained the summit. Tliis spot, 
as legends relate^ wa&.once a gardei^ teeming 
with fruit ; and here Elijah, refused by the surly 
proprietor permission to paitake, invoked in his 
anger a curse upon the domain. It instantly 
became barren, and its whole produce was 
changed into stone. The soil abounds with cal- 
careous nodules of various sizes and shapes, and 
as, when broken, they exhibit masses of crys- 
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tallized quartz, they have beexi made the founda- 
tion of the 1 1 legendary' tale, \^hich, strange to 
say, ptoses current even at the convent 

During tbe twOfda]rs we 'Speint at NMooott Car- 
mel the drvil.andunneiHitting* attention of the 
fathers coidd no where be exceededi Hospitality 
they regard as ooie of their peculiar duties, and 
perform it most&itblully. 

At.ti^ <;onvent we.tfound a young Parisian, 
the principed Qook.of Ibrahim Pasha, who having 
suffered from: recent illness, had been sent for 
the recovery t of his health to this salubrious 
spot He assured us that before his illustrious 
patron took the field, he had regularly adopted 
the European mode of sitting at table, and 
that no Frenchman could enjoy a well-served 
dinner, or Englishman a glass of wine, with 
more zest 

At two o'clock on the 31st of July, we em- 
barked at Kaifa, having arranged with the rais, 
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or captain, of a small vessel to sail with us im- 
mediately. She lay far from shore, and once 
on board we were doubtless considered to be 
secured. For two tedious hours we waited the 
arrival of the rais, and then, our patience ex- 
hausted, insisted on quitting the vessel, and 
seeking another conveyance. On rowing to the 
shore we met this important personage, who had 
probably observed our movements. After much 
persuasion we were induced to return, and 
attempted to get out of the bay, but not suc- 
ceeding, we put back, to our great vexation, 
at sunset, and anchored for the night 

The next morning the wind was still adverse, 
so that it was noon before we were able to clear 
the point. But that difficulty overcome, we 
stretched away with full sails, and passing a 
projecting fortification, with ruined walls and 
towers, called Athlete, in the evening we saw 
Cesarea, situated close upon the sea. Had time 
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permitted, we would gladly have explored the 
place so splendidly embellished by Herod, and 
the scene of St. Paul's memorable speeches to 
Felix and to Agrippa. This town, captured 
by the Moslems in 635, was retaken by Baldwin 
the First in 1101. His Genoese allies, in their 
share of the plunder, then secured the celebrated 
green vase, since considered as a sacred relic, and 
still venerated at Genoa, under the name of the 
Emerald dish.* 

* This dish is doubtless a curious specimen of 
ancient art^ and probably of a similar composition to 
the body of the Portland vase. 1 know nothing of the 
assumed evidence upon which its legendary history is 
founded^ but it has been gravely recorded that it is 
formed of a single emerald^ and was presented to SO" 
lomon by the queen of Sheha, Preserved^ amidst sub- 
sequent national calamities^ by I know not what 
miracle^ it is affirmed to have been used by our Sa- 
viour at the celebration of the last supper^ and^ in the 
possession of Joseph of Arimathea^ is believed to have 
received some portion of the blood shed at the cruci- 
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About midQight : we ancthored befove Ja£h, 
and discovered' . at . sunrise .that we: i#ere Ijdng a 
mile from thesib^tre^ron the ^outsider of ai ri^^ of 
rockB, <^yer whic^tbDealoiSiWepe roBin^fwith) tre- 
mendous IbiFy^.TifThe Appeia*atioei't>frldie town, 

fixion. When tr|vn;iphantJy.,br^YSlijt ,to j^uffpe it 
speedily acquired great celebrity^ and under the name 
of the Sancgreall is introduced into the romance of 
" King Arthur; and the Knights df th^'UMirifll^kbl^/' 
w ratten . in . thei J'eign, of £dwax4' IVi - i fThete^ Ui the 
custody of ^ngels^ it jterfoTU^ miraculous pure^, and 
its rare qualities are explained by Sir Pelles, who de- 
clares himself to te " nigh cousin to Joseph of Ari- 
mathy." Until the Frendh invas9o» of' Italy tM» pre- 
cious dish was , constantly av4 . carefuUy' preserved 
in the church of St. Lawrence, at Genoa, and its 
emerald formation universally believed. In 1809 it 
was taken to Ttitis', Where it ^as speeSti} discovered 
to be a mere composition. Restored brbkdi^ aal^tS, 
it was repaired, re-ijfyested with^ its ^prej^ .fihfyfacter, 
and again deposited in the same church, where it can 
only be seen in the presence of the ecclesiastical and 
civil authorities, to whom separate kfeys of the casket 
that contains it are confided. 



JAFFA. 187 

cohering a small comcal eminence, with buildings 
rising gradually above each other, is highly pic- 
turesque, f Weary of our <eomfordesd 'situation, we 
diseflibarked at day-4)reak^ atid ^paessing* in a small 
boat wMi some' trepklHtion ' through^ the raging 
surf, we safely reached the shore. Our endeavours 

to obtain acc^biniiiodatibn' at the Frank convent 

....... I .. . • ' • 

were unsuccessful, as rumours of pla^e still 

kept(t]^^^;^njl^8 in^quaraptine;, but at the bouse 
of the English consul "^e were kindly and hos- 
pitably received. Ilie residence of this worthy 
functionary, to whom no stipend is allowed, but 
whos^ t re^pouBeration arises from 'Consular pri- 
vileges* aiM} pit>te^oi^- is tt low, ' ruinous struc- 
ture, on tbe margin of the beach, and is asserted 

■• " I I .1) . ;l' '• -.r ' . 

tjo cov^^f tlj^^.sj^t ppce occupied, by the bouse of 
Simon Ah)0<tanlieTv^.>>i ^i •> ;. . 
SAViital'temitkiMe eveiife'are' rfeferred to 



Jaffa, as well by tradition and mythology, as by 
authentic history. Here Noah is wd to have 
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ocynstmcled the ark, a suppoeitioii, peiiiaps, en- 
grafted on tbe subsequent nautical skill pos- 
sessed by tbe Phoenidans, and bere Hiny has 
laid tbe scene of tbe classical l^end of Perseus 
and Andromeda. Tlie marks of tbe chain that 
fastened the demoted victim to the rock were 
said to be long visible, and the bones of the sear 
monster (probably fossil remains) were taken to 
Rome by Scaurus when prefect of Syria. In the 
time of Solomon it was an important port, and 
from hence Jonah commenced his memorable 
voyage, when he attempted to elude the divine 
command. Becoming afterwards the haunt of 
pirates, Vespasian erected a fortress to check 
their incursions. At the time of the first cru- 
sade it seems to have been a place of little im- 
portance, but aft;erwards fortified by Baldwin, 
king of Jerusalem, it continued for the most 
part in the hands of the Christians. Salah-e'deen, 
however, in the absence of his British antagonist. 
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succeeded in surprising the town, but Richard 
unexpectedly arrived by sea from Acre, and 
dispossessed the assailants at the moment of 
victory. 

Gardens, melon grounds, and extensive cul- 
tivation, rendered it one of the pleasantest 
towns on the coast at the early part of the 
last century, when it was devastated by the 
civil contentions of rival chiefe. In 1799 
it was taken by Napoleon, and, as if to emulate 
the cruelty perpetrated at Acre by Coeur de 
Lion, here also a numerous body of prisoners 
were inhumanly massacred, and, as atrocity 
knows no bounds, when the ordinary feeUngs 
of humanity have once been outraged, unsus- 
pecting victims, although companions in arms, 
are said to have been poisoned. 

Several conventual establishments have long 
existed at Jaffa for the reception of pilgrims. 
One, large, substantial, and lately rebuilt, is oc- 
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cupied by Spanish monks, and beUeyed to cover 
the site of the house where Dc»ioaB ;was traised 
to life. . Of another, possessed hyttbe Greeks, 
we saw only the churchy 'wtichi is smaE and 
dirty. »,i' ; * •. 

Jaffa is surrounded with wali^i.aiid towers, and 
the base of the little promontory on which it is 
situated dips into the sea. The streets are 
steep, narrow, and impaved — the houses for. the 
most part of two stories — ^many of them covered 
with a SOTt of pavilion roof,, but all tottering and 
out of repair. Near the gate which leads to 
Ramla is an open space with a plentiful foun- 
tsdn, where the ditch is wide^ and the ad- 
joining fortifications have the appearance of 
strength. 

Anxious to pursue our journey, we easily ob- 
tained mules, and the same evening proceeded to 
Ramla, the Arimathea of sacred writ, little more 
than three hours distant Inunediateiy beyond 
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the town we passed a district of fertile gardens, 
impenetrably fenced with Indian figs, and thickly 
planted with- frnit-itrees' and melons, ' We next 
entered the fine aliuvial' 'plain of Sharon, na- 
tuinetlly fertile, but little cultivated, in the midst 
of which is a village' with a grove* of olive trees, 
near a capacious reservoir. As we ' approadied 
Ramla, we remarked to the right a lofty toWer, 
evidently a- Christian reHc, and commonly called 
the tower of the martyrs. 

The cru&aders, when' they advanced along 
the coast, leaving Jafia to the left, marched 
direct fix)m Acre to Lydda, and thence to 
Ramla. The inhabitants abandoning their de- 
fenceless town, the crusaders found a welcome 
supply of provisions, remained three days, cele- 
brated one of the festivals of the church, and 
consecrated the^ first Latin bishop, investing him 
with a see that included both Ramla and Lydda. 

An incident, honourable to human nature, 
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which distmguidlled this place in 11 Ol^ still 
throws a degree of interest round its moul- 
dering walls. The king of Jerusalem having 
incautiously attacked a large Moslem force 
with a mere handfiil of men, made good 
his retreat, and took shelter in &e fortress of 
Ramla. Here, duriilg the night, a chief of the ad- 
vancing troop secretly informed hitn that the 
place would he attacked on the morlrow by an 
overwhelming force, and urged him to secure by 
flight his personal safety. The king in a foray 
beyond the Jordan, had previously captured the 
wife and retinue of this magnanimous chie£ But 
the Christian warrior's progress was arrested by 
the agony of his terrified captive, and his com- 
miseration excited by her giving birth to an 
infant With true chivalrous feeUng he directed 
every practicable arrangement to be made for 
her safety. Her attendants were liberated, food 
and water carefully supplied, and Baldwin, 
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throwing his own mantle over her for protection, 
left two milch camels for the infant, and ad- 
vanced with his troops. The grateful husband 
had vowed to recompense this rare act of hu- 
manity, and now, risking his life to apprise the 
king of his danger, never quitted him till he 
had passed the bounds of the hostile encamp- 
ment The next morning Ramla was suc- 
cessfully assaulted, and of the companions of 
the king, many perished, and others became 
captives. 

In 1176 the town, of considerable size, but 
never a place of strength, was burnt by Salah- 
e'deen, and still later its half-repaired ruins were 
successively occupied, during their various con- 
tests, by Richard and his Moslem foe. Frag- 
ments of walls, rows of arches, and broken 
cisterns in every direction, prove the original 
importance of the place. Fields and orchards 
are every where scattered round it, the palm 
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occasionally mingling its graceful branches with 
other fruit-trees. The usual place of reception 
for travellers is a convent, founded in the 15th 
century by Philip the Good, Duke of. Burgundy^ 
and now tenanted by Spanish monks. Into this, 
however, we had been previously informed that a 
rigid quarantine would prevent our admission, 
but the fathers willingly showed me their churchy 
an impretending edifice which is affirmed to 
occupy the spot once covered by the. house of 
Joseph of Arimathea, supposed to be a native of 
this town. Fortunately the Sardinian consul at 
Jaffa, who occasionally resides., here, jdndly 
received us, and gave us accommodation for the 
night 

At day-break we quitted Ramla, and set forth 
with highly raised expectations towards JerusOr 
lem, a journey of nine hours. Our course for some 
time lay through a level plain, affording neither 
water nor shade.. The heat was insupportable. 
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all looked parched and dry, but wild arti- 
chokes, fennel, and variegated thistles, every 
where lined the road. We soon skirted a 
village on a small eminence, and observed to 
the l^ft, on a distant hill, a ruin resembling 
a baronial castle. 

At the end of four hours we approached a 
lofty miountain ridge, partially clothed with un- 
derwood, but more frequently presenting bare 
rocky declivities. We next ascended a steep 
cra^y ravine, evidently in winter a watercourse, 
— savage and desolate, — ^with a few stunted 
trees scattered among the crevices. Here 
we might have been successfully attacked, with- 
out hope of rescue, had not the vigorous mea- 
sures of the new government already secured 
the traveller, as well from casual plunder, as 
from arbitrary extortion. The notorious Aboo- 
gosh is no longer allowed to levy contributions, 
nor indeed did we meet with either interruption 
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or demand in our whole journey froin Jafl& to 
Jerusalem. . , 

After winding for two hours through dreary 
and difficult motmtain passed' we i*eaehed' a 
tank of water, where w6 repo^ckl for ati hour In 
a grove of olive-tr^es. At our d^patturfe''w<& had 
some difficulty in passing a little knot of tra- 
vellers, probably on their return from the holy 
city. At the head of the file was ' an Arab 
sais, or groom, preceding a middle-aged' man 
on horseback, whose blue turban and fri^iidly 
salutation proved him to be a Christiah. Next 
came a stout mule led by an attendant, with a 
square cage-like pannier slung ; on each side, 
shaded and Uned with shawls, each coiitaining 
a female and one or two children, of whiom 
we caught a glimpse as they peeped at us 
beneath their hangings. Behind came a dotikey 
with baggage, a boy perched on the top, and 
escorted by Arabs on foot A little beyond 
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we passed a well-built village on the slope of 
a wooded and cultivated vallevj remarkable as 
being the residence of the well-known Aboo- 
gosh. Near the road, opposite a ruined 
church, sat thq robber chief beneath a group of 
trees, surrounded, by attendants, with a small 
fire, and coflee ready prepared. He courteously 
invited us to stop and partake, but having no 
desire to make the acquaintance of an ill- 
looking brigand, we civilly thanked him, and 
went on. Far to the right on the mountains 
is a castellated , building, the reputed seat of 
the warlike Maccabees, which, in the posses- 
sion of Aboogosh, has become the secure deposit 
of his ill-gotten hoards. 

On taking possession of Palestine, Ibrahim 
abolished at once the tribute that from time 
immemorial had been levied on travellers. 
To this regulation Aboogosh evinced a natural 
reluctance to submit, but was informed that, on 
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the slightest infraction, his mountain fortress 
would be invested, and the forfeiture of his 
accumulated treasure be the penalty of dis- 
obedience. 

Our road continued to wind laboriously 
through this hilly region, sometimes intersected 
by valleys, with now ^tnd then a solitary cabin, 
surrounded by small plantations of vines, olive 
and fig trees. Occasionally we saw a village, 
and remarked that the sides of the hills fre- 
quently exhibited t)i^ remains pf terracep . to 
their very summits, as if they: bad once been 
industriously cultivated. Neart^ome Roman re- 
mains was a little stagnant water in a broken 
cistern; and still further a small spring issuing 
from the bank, by the side of a rough moun- 
tain road, carefully secured with masonry, 
afforded acceptable relief both to men and ani- 
mals. A rugged valley, which we afterwards 
passed, is considered to be the place where 
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David encountered the gigantic Philistine, 
and a rivulet still creeping through an encum- 
bered channel, supplied the -stone with which 
he silenced the contemptuous defiance of 
his boasting adversary. 

In the course of a tedious and wearisome as- 
cent, sinking under the fatigue of almost imprac- 
ticable roads, our faces scorched, and our ankles 
blistered by the sun, we met some straggling 
Arabs^ who told us that althdugh the plague had 
almost depopulated Bethlehem, Jerusalem was 
still free. Our long-cherished hopes of visiting 
the former place were thus dissipated, but 
amidst the regret which this disappointment 
occasioned, we reached the top of the difficult 
ascent, and soon afterwards, scarcely aware of 
o?ur near approach, the holy city burst upon 
our sight. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Dreary Prospect round Jerusalem— Hospice of the 
Franciscans — Desolate state of the Holy City — 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre and of Mount Calvary — 
Grotto in which the three Crosses were found by the 
Empress Helena — Mount Zion— The Armenian Con- 
vent — The Via Dolorosa— Mount Moriah — Valley 
of Jehosaphat— Mount of Olives — Bethany — The 
Tombs of the Kings. 

At length our fervent wishes were aecom- 
plishecL — ^Jerusalem, the object of our toil- 
some pilgrimage, was before us, — but the dis- 
cordant sight of battlements, minarets, and 
domes, produced a feeling of painful intensity, 
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and an involuntary shudder. A thousand early 
associations, " bursting their cerements," seemed 
to start into new life. On this favoured spot 
patriarchs and prophets had dwelt, and here 
the perfect pattern of boundless commiseration 
—of pure beneficence — the glorious example 
of patient endurance, of superhuman submis- 
sion, had been displayed by the meek and 
lowly Saviour of mankind. . Beneath these 
walls, where Solomon had reigned in all his 
glory, contending hostd had often met in 
deadly conflict — all had again and again been 
involved in indiscriminate destruction — the rose 
of Sharon and the Uly of the field had been 
alike trodden down. Jerusalem, that had once 
"crowned the mountains like a diadem,** was 
now stretched at our feet— widowed — disconsolate 
—mourning in sackcloth and ashes. Her borders 
naked and solitary — a few miserable huts and Mo- 
hammedan tombs only visible in the distance — 
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the whole sur&ce around parched * and stony-^— 
with scarcely a tree or a blade oC grass to re- 
lieve the dazzling dryness of the waste. The 
sources of fruitfulness seemed to have ^hnmk be- 
neath the mthering infliience of nt^lect — ^the 
germs of fertility to have been blighted by a 
desolating blast Scattered tiifbW foliage and 
verdure on the Mount of Olkeg, atone gave 
hope that sentence of barrenness had not been 
irrevocably passed upofi a devoted hud. 

Another half-hour iMrought lis to the Joffit 
gate, where an E^gyptian guard offering no impe- 
diment to ouir entrance^ lire turned td die left, and 
dismounted (August drd) at the hospice belong- 
ing to the Italian monks. Some difficulty, I 
know not what,' being made to our admission, w<e 
were conducted to 'the mottast^ a "few paces 
beyond. Passing a vaulted portal like that of a 
fortress, we were ushered into a small court 
overlooked by a stone gallery, in which the su- 
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perior soon made his appearance. He at first 
hesitated, and expressed surprise that vfe were 
unprovided with letters, but he afterwards ex- 
plained that the continuance of plague enforced 
the necessity of rigid quarantine, and finally ac- 
corded us admission to the hospice. To this 
asylum, called Casa Nuova, we gladly returned, 
overpowered by the heat and fatigue we had 
endured. 

Admitted to a neglected court, surrounded 
by mean buildings, we remarked on one side 
a small chapel, near a dismal repulsive room, 
in which twenty or thirty native boys were 
learning Arabic lessons. On the other side 
was a staircase leading to three* or four comfort- 
fess apartments, where we were received by one 
of the brotherhood, who resides in the hospice 
to perform religious service, and to superintend 
the arrangements required by the inmates. 

Tliis edifice, built about the middle of the 
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last century to accommodate pilgrims, is thronged 
at Easter with Syrian Catholics^- but now 
contained only two strangers, both of them 
French, one collecting specimens of natural 
history, the other on a pilgrimage to the vari- 
ous sacred stations in the East. Two dreary 
rooms were assigned us. The largest, with a 
coved ceiling, and by far the best in the 
establishment, was furnished with a higfa stool 
and a small moveable platform, intended for 
the traveller's mattress, for in the East beds 
are never provided. A thick rough plank, 
supported by four rude legs, the whole present- 
ing the unwieldly and uncouth form of a chop- 
ping block, did the duty of a table, while a soli- 
tary high-backed chair, that required the strength 
of two persons to lift, might, from its form and 
size, have served the heroes of the crusades. 
This I was assured had been the only apart- 
ment of the late queen Caroline during her 
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stay in the holy cityj and there still remains 
a clumsy frame-work of wood, then constructed 
to admit hangings to be placed before the part 
where she slept The otl^er rooms offered no ac- 
commodation beyond the stool and platform. 

On the following morning I was so much in^ 
disposed as to be unable to leave my bed, I 
had jGbU the chilling effect of damp when sleeping 
on deck, during the last night of our voyage from 
Aere, and: suffered «o. much in the latter part of 
our journpy from Ramla, that I was only enabled 
tP; proceed by keeping my head constantly 
wrapp^ iu a cloth dipped in cold water* This 
attack, which now assumed the character of the 
regular autumnal epidemic of the country, har- 
rassed me with some intermission for several 
weeks,* I was consequently incapable of visiting 

l!. 

• It may, perhaps, not be altogether useless to re- 
mark that this species of chronic dysentery, resists the 
usual heroic mode of treatment, and is little benefited 
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the Jordan and Dead Sea with my companion, 
and compelled to relmquish the project we had 
formed, of crossing the desert to Alexandria to- 
gether. My stay was thus necessarily prolonged 
at Jerusalem, and I subsequently adopted the 
easier course of crossing firom Jaffit to Damietta 
by sea. 

After the departure of my companion, my two 
French neighbours, during my illness, were un- 
remitting in their attentions. The aid of a 
barber was called in to apply leeches, and I had 

by large doses of calomel and opium. Like Egyp- 
tian ophthalmia, it originates in checked perspira- 
tion, hence the danger of exposure to damp during the 
night. In the East the use of the long sash is quite as 
necessary as warm covering for the feet in Europe. 
The simple and efficacious treatment of the country 
is topical bleeding, strict adherence to a simple 
mucilaginous regimen, rice-water, or marsh-mallow 
decoction with gum for drink, and frequent but small 
dpses of opium. 
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recourse, with much benefit, to the occasional 
use of the Turkish bath. The monk who had 
the care of the hospice likewise made me a daily 
visit On one of these occasions, impelled, per- 
haps, by some gloomy anticipation, I casually 
inquired, where Protestants were buried if 
they happened to die at Jerusalem. He begged 
me to niake myself easy on that point, as Mount 
Zion was the regular burial-place of all Chris- 
tians; assuring me, that an American had 
made a most happy end in the convent a year or 
two before, renouncing his errors, and re- 
entering the bosom of the church. A stone, he 
said, had been placed over his grave, with an 
explanatory inscription, which he hoped I might 
soon be able to visit, heartily wishing that all 
who were in like error might speedily return to 
the fold. 

As my convalescence advanced, I was enabled 
by degrees to explore the town and its mcwre 
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immediate vicinity. Jerusalem is peculiarly 
situated on a species of) promontory, nearly en- 
circled by higher eminences. This terminates 
on the east in the craggy valley off Jehosaphat, 
through which runs the brook Kedron, - and 
is bounded on the south and west by the valley 
of Hinnom, while to the north it stretches away 
in an uneven plain over which the ancient city 
probably extended. Immediately beyond the 
rayine rise the other elevations — that of the 
Mount of Olives, with its three summits, a few 
clusters of trees, and its highest point crowned 
with a building, commands a fine prospect of 
the whole city. 

Like other Turkish towns, the survey pf 
the interior disappoints the expectations «x-^ 
cited by its external appearance. The streets 
are narrow and uneven. Irregularly placed 
houses, with diminutive doors, and now and 
then a projecting upper window, are badly 
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built, and from the scarcity and deamess of 
timber are usually covered with rude, bee- 
hive-shaped roofs. In some directions are 
detached heaps of ruins, and in others are 
enclosures fenced with the prickly Indian fig 
Towards the Jews* quarter some extensive 
ranges of walls and arches, the remains of the 
spacious hospital of the Knights of Malta, are 
still considered by the Hebrew inhabitants as 
English property. A few stragglers only «.re 
seen wandering in the streets— the bazaars are 
miserably furnished — one of them, arched and 
dark, is falling fast to ruin. 

The trade of the town is confined to chaplets, 
crosses, carved shells, models of the sacred 
places, and mother-of-pearl receptacles for holy 
water, which, sanctified in the sepulchre, are 
eagerly sought for, and widely distributed 
through Catholic Europe. So low, however, is 
the state of art, that one individual only, an in- 
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genious and intelligent Jew, can engrave the 
seal rings so generally worn in the East, while 
a few native Christians carve rudely in moliier- 
of-pearl, or tattoo the arms of pilgrims, with sa- 
cred symbols. Of bread and meat tiiere is ho 
lack, but of the latter litde variety.' Fruit and 
vegetables are sparingly supplied, although on 
Fridays the neighbouring peasants bold a kind 
of market — those of the Moslem faith assem- 
bling for devotion, as well as to dispose of th^ir 
scanty produce. 

Jerusalem has so long been an object of reli- 
gious interest to travellers, and has consequently 
been so often and minutely described, that to 
avoid wearisome repetition, I shall advert only 
to sites and circumstances that either claim 
attention from their direct connexion with 
the sacred records, or from being associated 
with other interesting historical recollections. 
A careful examination of localities, as well 
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as extensive literary research, would be re- 
quired either to invahdate or establish the 
identity of spots which for ages have been ob- 
jects of devout veneration, nor do I feel any 
disposition to enter largely into the legen- 
dary embellishments of superstitious credulity. 
Jerusalem we know has been the scene of some 
of the most important events that distinguish 
the history of mankind. From a territory of in- 
considerable extent, from a people often con- 
quered, long held in slavish vassallage, and by 
their oppressors lightly esteemed, have emanated 
impressions and influences that, after the lapse 
of nearly two thousand years, still command the 
reverence of a large portion of the civilized 
world. The wonderful events which have been 
,here witnessed, may have taken place either 
iwithin the city, or beyond the walls — to the 
east, or to the west; but in contemplating 
ibe Mount of Olives, that landmark of ages long 
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passed away — the valley of Jehosaphat wind- 
ing at its base, wild, rugged, and forbidding as 
in days of yore, and the fount of Siloam still 
gushing forth at the foot of Mount Zioii — ^the 
traveller, — recognising with satisfax^tion these 
unchangeable features, — forgets the uncertainty 
with which conflicting opinions have shrouded 
other objects, and is absorbed by the exalted 
feelings which the sight of the Holy City, even 
in decrepitude and decay, cunnot fail to inspire. 
Who can witness, and not deplore, the long 
reign of ignorance and superstition — the lament- 
able absence of the genuine spirit of Christianity, 
in the place where its benign and elevating pre- 
cepts were first taught The present aspect, 
however, of the East, the relaxation of the 
ancient enmities which have heretofore mu- 
tually exasperated the professors of opposing 
creeds, the universal tolerance so liberally 
granted, and the easy access so freely allowed 
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to plax;es that once could only be visited with 
difficulty and danger, hold out a cheering hope 
that the beams of truth may ere long irra- 
diate thift benighted land; — and who can re- 
press the fervetit wish that the dawn of poli- 
tical amelioration, so happily commenced, may 
brighten into the splendour of moral and 
intellectual day ; — that the scattered fami- 
lies of mankind may be united in the sacred 
bonds of brotherhood — that henceforth their 
energie^^ directed to noble* aims and exalted 
views, may lead to the wide diffusion of civilisa- 
tion and knowledge — to the purification of the 
polluted sources of error — to the enlargement 
of the boundairies of human happiness ? 
'•J* During my stay I had several opportunities of 
lisiting the church of the Holy Sepulchre, which 
is only open to the public on stated occasions, 
although there is a private access from the 
Latin convent for the use of the monks. Si- 
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tuated in the midst of the town, it is approached 
from the hospice by a sharp descent, which, 
lined at the bottom with stalls and shops of 
beads and relics, leads to a small paved court, 
where a heavy building, with some remains of 
columns in front that once formed a portico, is 
flanked by a ruined belfry. 

This edifice, of enormous dimensions, massive, 
and without the slightest claim to architectural 
elegance, is surmounted by two lofly domes, 
and believed to include, not only the Holy 
Sepulchre, and Mount Calvary, but also the 
place where our Savioiu* appeared in the 
garden — where he was scourged — ^where the 
soldiers divided his garments — the stone on 
which his body was wrapped in spices — ^the cave 
in which the three crosses were discovered — ^the 
sepulchre of Melchizedec, and the tomb of Jo-. 
seph of Arimathea. It likewise encloses sepa- 
rate places of worship for several denomina-^ 
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tions of Christians, and numerous cells for 
devotees, many of whom confine themselves for 
longer or shorter periods within the sacred 
walls, receiving their food through a small 
aperture in the door. 

The entrance, originally handsome, and orna- 
mented with clustered pillars, consisted of two 
gothic doorways, one of which has been walled 
up. Square bas reliefs placed over each, now much 
de£Eiced, represent the oflFering of the wise mep, 
and Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The 
key of the door is in the custody of the governor 
of the town, and under the old administration 
produced a large revenue from the sums levied 
on all who entered, but this, and similar imposts 
are now discontinued by the Egyptian govern- 
ment. For strangers, or others desirous to visit 
the Sepulchre, the key is readily obtained from 
the governor, whose messengers patiently wait 
on a divan near the door, regaling themselves 
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with pipes, coffee, or chess, and thankfully 
accepting any voluntary gratuity that may be 
given on coming out. 

The interior of the church is dark, gloomy, 
and little imposing. Near the entrance, sur- 
rounded by a balustrade, and illuminated with 
lamps and tapers, is " the stone of anointing," 
upon which the body of our Saviour is believed 
to have been prepared for burial Immediately 
beyond, a spacious dome, with a circular open- 
ing above, is supported by plain square pilasters, 
terminating in arches, that sustain two rows of 
arched apertures, probably intended to admit 
light to galleries or cells within, the whole dis- 
tinguished by a total absence of architectural 
taste. 

In the centre a small oblong marble edifice^ 
divided into two dimutive apartments, is 
circular at one end, which is covered with 
a cupola supported by slender columns. 
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— the whole elevated above the pavement of the 
church, with two or three steps leading to a 
platform and parapet in front, where all who 
enter leave their shoes. A small ante-room, 
in vflnch is an irregularly-shaped block of 
marble said to be the stone rolled away 
by the angels,* communicates by a low door 
with what may be considered as the inte- 
rior of the sepulchre. The tomb itself hoM^- 
ever, is not in sight, for the rock having here- 
tofore been cut away around it, the cavity 
that may once have contained the body is 
covered with white marble, resembling in 
height and form a simple, undecorated, altar- 
tomb, and the rest of the apartment is lined 
with slabs of the same material It is oma- 

* This is reported to be a modern substitute for the 
real stone^ long since stolen by the Armenians^ and still 
shown in their church on Mount Zion. 
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mented with pictures, and lighted by the per- 
petual glare of silver lamps suspended from 
the ceiling. 

At a short distance to the right, a staircase of 
about twenty steps leads to Mount Calvarj^ 
now the chapel of the crucifixion, separated by 
an arch into two divisions, richly adorned with 
coloured marbles, and suppUed with altars, pic- 
tures, and tapers. On one side, the cavities in 
which the three crosses were originally fixed, 
are affirmed still to exist, although cased 
with marble, — a large aperture indicating the 
situation of that in the centre. At no great dis- 
tance a grating covers the fissure, which is tra- 
ditionally reported to have been formed when 
*> the rocks were rent, and the graves opened." 
In a chapel below, a continuation of the same 
fissure is shown; but so inconsiderable in 
width, and so often touched by pious fingers, 
that the original surface of the crack has more 
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the semblance of having been slowly wrought 
by art than produced by sudden fracture. 

In a chapel in the opposite direction the places 
are pointed out where our Saviour appeared to 
his mother, and where he was mistaken for 

» 

the gardener by Mary Magdalene. Altars 
have also been raised on the spots distinguished 
by the scourging, the parting of the garments, 
and other minor circumstances connected with 
the crucifixion. The nave of the building, in 
the possession of the Greeks, is gaudily orna- 
mented, and a mark in the floor is gravely 
affirmed to be the centre of the earth. On one 
side is the chapel of the Latins, closed to 
strangers, on account of the quarantine. I was 
told that it contains an organ, and that re- 
ligious services continually succeed each other. 
The Armenians, Copts, Abyssinians, &c, have 
separate chapels, but of less extent 

The burial-places of Godfrey and of Baldwin, 

l2 
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the two first Latin kings of Jerusalem, are still 
pointed out at the entrsmee of one of the 
chapelS) but I saw no memorials of their 
successors, who were deposited in thei sanie 
church. At the extremity of dietsloister is- a 
deeply-excavated grotto, in* which Helena, the 
mother of Constantine, beliened that; her cr6-< 
dulous ardour was at l^igth rewarded by finding 
the three crosses. . !i/ r 

This pious Empress^ probably impelled* by 
the reverence which the. early Chraatiens^ in 
common with their pagan ancestors,! >aittacbed 
to places hallowed by rdigioiis asaociatioBs, 
travelled at aniidvanced age, in the beginning 
of the fourth century, (a. 1x326,) iiito Pales- 
tine, for the purpose of. exploring and ascer- 
taining sacred sites. From the* expulsion of 
tbi0 Jews by Adrian, Christians i had'congse- 
gated at Jerusalem, and in the > time of Con* 
stantine the deserts began to be filled with 
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ascetics — social duties were too ofik^i neglected — 
public responsibilities relinquished, and mistaken 
zealots endeavoured to secure future happiness^ 
by embittering their lives with useless austeri- 
ties and irrational deprivations. Much tradi- 
tional information may have been preserved by 
the solitary occupants of places distinguished as 
the scenes of remarkable events, but amidst 
the credulity and enthusiasm of so numerous 
a body, consisting of persons of all classes and 
descriptions, it would be unreasonable to ex- 
pect that hypocrisy and imposture were totally 
excluded. Helena, in pursuance of the ob- 
ject of her journey, although assisted by 
Christians and Jews, is said to have ascer- 
tained with difficulty the situation of Cal- 
vary. A temple that had been erected to Venus 
was demolished, excavations made, and the Holy 
Sepulchre believed to be discovered. By what 
miraculous revelation she became aware of the 
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existence of the cross, after the lapse of nearly 
three centuries, we are not told, but its place of 
concealment was at length extorted from a Jew, 
researches were industriously continued, the 
earth exhaled deUcious odours, the empress was 
summoned, and in the deep cavern still shown 
at the base of Calvary, the three crosses, the 
nails, and the inscription which had been placed 
over that of our Saviour were at length exposed 
to view ! 

To decide which was the true cross, Ma- 
carius, bishop of Jerusalem, proposed a trial of 
their efficacy in healing the sick. The experi- 
ment succeeded, a woman of distinction was 
restored to health, and the identity of the relic 
incontrovertibly established. A portion of the 
wood, conveyed to Rome, was deposited, with the 
title and nails, in a church erected to receive 
them, and the remainder, enclosed in a silver 
shrine, was left at Jerusalem, in the church of 
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the Holy Sepulchre, where it continued in the 
custody of successive prelates until the invasion 
of Khosroo, (a. n. 614.) At the pillage of the 
city, this venerated relic was seized and carried, 
with other spoils, to Persia, but recovered four- 
teen years later by Heraclius, it was brought 
in triumph to Jerusalem, and deposited in the 
re^^edified church — the Emperor making his 
enlary by the Gplden Gate of the temple, as 
our Saviour had previously done, amidst the 
bosannahs of the assembled multitude. Re- 
moved at the Moslem invasion for security 
to Constantinople, it was afterwards secretly 
conveyed to Jerusalem, where it remained in 
concealment until the city was taken by God- 
frey. Although frequently divided and dis- 
tributed, its size was believed to remain mira- 
culously undiminished. Richly mounted in 
gold, and set with jewels, it was committed to 
the special care of a prelate, and accompanied 
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the army in all important expeditions. In 
11879 ^t the disastrous battle of Tiberias, it fell 
into the hands of SalMi-e'deen, who at the same 
time captured Guy, king of Jerusalem, and after- 
wards obtained possession of the holy city. 

At the surrender of Acre, to the united forces 
of England and France, the restitution of the 
cross was one of the articles of capitulation, but 
as these were never fulfilled, Salah-e'deen, ex- 
asperated by the massacre of the garrison, vowed 
never to relinquish this eagerly-sought object of 
superstitious devotion. Its subsequent history 
is involved in uncertainty. The magnanimous 
Moslem, after the recovery of Jerusalem, when 
he permitted the bishop of Salisbury to visit the 
holy places, gratified him with the sight of the 
honoured reUc. 

On the cessation of hostilities, it was again 
taken to Damascus, where the captor is asserted 
to have refused it to the solicitations of the Greek 



CHURCH OF HOLY SEPULCHRE. 225 

Emperor, and to have rejected an enormous ran- 
som offered by the king of Georgia. The son of 
Salah-e'deen is said by some to have given it up 
to the former, and by othprs to have presented 
it to the khalif of Bagdad, while it is affirmed 
on evidence not less equivocal to have been 
restored to the Christians in a subsequent 
crusade. Its popularity, however, passing 
away with the dark agea, it lost its hold upon 
the veneration of mankind. 

The researches of the Empress Helena, not 
only extended through Palestine and Syria, 
but included Moimt Sipai, and by her direction 
upwards of two hundred churches and monaste- 
ries vvere founded. The building constructed 
over the Holy Sepulchre suffered severely, or 
was perhaps demolished at the Persian invasion. 
Khosroo, a zealous worshipper of the Sun, dis- 
mantled and destroyed the churches, banished 
the monks, and refused to treat with the Greek 

L 5 



226 DESTROYED RY HAAKEM. 

emperor, unless he adopted tha usages of pa- 
ganism. 

At the taking of Jerusalem by Omar, places 
of religious resort were unmolested, but Haakem, 
the fanatical khalif of Egypt, who visited the 
holy city in 1011, razed the church of the Se- 
pulchre to its foundations, destroyed the tomb, 
and suppressed monastic institutions. Among 
his innumerable caprices, he afterwards gave 
permission for the restoration of the church, 
which was completed in 1048, chiefly by contribu- 
tions from Constantinople. This edifice probably 
subsisted, occasionally subject to outrage and in- 
jury, till 1808, when the intrigues and animosities, 
that from time immemorial have existed among 
the Christians of the East, led to its being set on 
fire by the Armenians for the purpose of obtain- 
ing permission to rebuild their contracted and 
dilapidated chapeL The great injury it sustained 
was afterwards repaired principally at the ex- 
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pense of the members of the Greek communion, 
who then appropriated to themselves the largest 
portion of the church, although the chapel of 
the Sepulchre is open to Christians of all denor 
minations. 

The dragoman of the Franciscans, who speaks 
both Italian and French, in our various walks 
through the city, pointed out at every step the 
the scene of some memorable event, or related 
some marvellous and miraculous tale. In a small 
field, between the hospice and the JaflFa Gate, 
he assured me that a square tank, half filled 
with stagnant water, was the fountain of Bath- 
sheba, and that a miserable house on the 
opposite side had been the residence of David. 
A little beyond we examined the tower of the 
Pisans, evidently a construction of the time of 
the crusades, raised on a Roman foundation of 
excellent rusticated masonry. 

Passing the Jaffa Gate, and continuing our 
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way outside the walls, we ascended Mount Zion, 
now the Christian cemetery, where the various 
professors of the same faith, however virulent 
their previous hatred, rest quietly together. This 
hill, so often referred to in Scripture, is no longer 
within the boundaries of the city. A large 
building, once a church, and now a religious 
Moslem establishment, is reputed to cover the 
tombs of David and Solomon, as well as to 
contain the chamber where the last supper was. 
celebrated, but I know of neither traditional 
nor historical evidence to countenance a com- 
bination so improbable, nor can it be supposed 
that such monuments escaped the destruction of 
Titus. The Latin fathers once possessed it, but 
dislodged about the middle of the sixteenth xjen- 
tury, Turkish intolerance has since confined them 
to their present estabUshment In a small Arme- 
nian church, called the house of Caiaphas, to 
which our Saviour was led after Judas had be- 
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trayed him, and where he was denied by Peter, 
the stone rolled from the Sepulchre, iis still held 
in pious reverence, although originally obtained 
by fraud or theft. 

From hence, entering by another gate, we 
visited the Annenian convent, a large building 
capable of accommodating a vast crowd of pil- 
grims, with an extensive garden, now dried up 
by the excessive heat The church, a singular 
structure, displays altars superbly decorated, a 
rich Mosaic floor covered with brilliant carpets, a 
carved tribune splendidly inlaid with tortoiseshell 
and mother-of-pearl, doors similarly ornamented, 
ostrich eggs in abundance suspended from the 
dome, and gawdy pictures covering the walls. A 
side chapel, enriched with similar decorations, 
is shown as the place where St. James suffered 
martyrdom. 

We next proceeded to the Via Dolorosa, 
which commences at the Judgment Hall, close 
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to the house of the governor, and therefore ad- 
joining the area of the temple. Although roof- 
less and deserted, the well-built walls are still of 
considerable height The steps leading from 
an entrance, now obUterated, were carried to 
Rome in the time of Constantine, and under 
the name of the Scala Santa, are still held in 
especial reverence. 

This street, situated in the Turkish district, 
and every where inhabited, is believed to be the 
way through which our Saviour bore his cross 
to Calvary. Near the hall is the prison, now 
filled with rubbish, and a little beyond is an 
arched gallery, extending from one side to the 
other, with a window from which he is said to 
have been shown to the people. In descending 
towards the direction of the Damascus Gate, 
is shown the house of the Virgin Mary, behind 
which a narrow passage leading into tlie adjoin- 
ing street, is gravely asserted to have given the 
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afflicted mother a second view of the moumfiil 
procession. Three several stations, distin- 
guished by broken shafts, are pointed out 
where our Saviour fell, oppressed by the weight 
of his cross — that also where he was re- 
lieved by Simon the Cyrenean, and the precise 
spot where St Veronica gave him the handker- 
chief which miraculously retained, after wiping 
his face, the impression of his features, and 
which is still preserved and venerated at Turin. 
An intervening house here interrupts the direct 
path to Calvarj^, and nearly opposite a pillar has 
been raised to indicate the original situation of 
the gate of the town, traditionally called the Gate 
of Judgment, beyond which the place of cruci- 
fixion was situated. 

Turning by another street, through the court 
in front of the church of the Sepulchre, we found 
it crowded with sellers of relics, and miserable 
objects of compassion imploring charity, all at- 
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tracted by a baptism just about to take plax^. 
We next went to the Greek convent, of smaller 
extent, and less sumptuous than that of the Ar- 
menians, with a somewhat gloomy church, orna- 
mented in the usual style. The estabUshment 
is said to be quiet, orderly, and well-regulated, 
and I afterwards heard that European travellers 
find here a more welcome reception, and better 
accommodation than at the Latin convent, where 
the good fathers take Uttle pains to conceal their 
disUke to Protestants, and their jealous appre- 
hension of missionary interference and Bible 
distribution. 

Weary of Ustening to legends without even the 
semblance of truth, and deploring the infatuation 
which presimies to identify the scenes of the most 
minute circumstances recorded in sacred writ — 
which forgets that the town has again and again 
been demolished, its foundations overturned, and 
the ploughshare passed over its ruins — that 
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heights have been levelled, and valleys filled up 
— that the remains of other ancient cities are found 
deeply entombed beneath the present surface of 
the soil — I gladly retired to my gloomy mo- 
nastic abode. 

Although the season was unfavourable, and 
frightful accounts of the progress of the plague 
were daily brought to the hospice, yet by de- 
grees I examined most of the objects of interest 
within a moderate distance of the town. 

Of the position once occupied by Solomon's 
Temple, on Mount Moriah, no doubt can be en- 
tertained. Its extensive area, now covered by 
two spacious mosks, and their various appen- 
dages, is of course inaccessible to Christian 
travellers, but from the roof of the governor's 
house, which commands a complete view of the 
town, they are advantageously seen. The Sakhara, 
or Mosk of the Sacred Stone, is raised on a fine 
marble basement nearly in the middle of the en- 



234 THE MOUNT OF OLIVES. 

closure, with noble flights of steps, each termi- 
nating in a Saracenic portico. The form of the 
building is octagonal, and the walk to a consi- 
derable height pannelled with marble, of a slight 
blue tinge, with a row of arched windows filled 
with coloured glass — the intervening spaces 
prettily decorated with glazed tiles — a noble 
dome and a towering crescent surmounting 
the whole. On the south, close to the ex- 
ternal boimdary, stands El Aksa, once the 
church of the Purification, with all the charac- 
teristic heaviness of early ecclesiastical struc- 
tures. Small dome-covered buildings, pray- 
ing stations, ^d scattered cypress, olive, and 
orange-trees, every where surround these noble 
edifices. Near one of the principal entrances an 
empty reservoir is popularly believed to be " the 
pool of Bethesda " St Stephen's gate, a little 
beyond, opens on a declivity, where the place of 
his martyrdom is shown. The prospect on this 
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side is by fkr the finest and most interesting that 
the vicinity of the Holy City presents. The 
Mount of Olives rises directly opposite, distin- 
guished by its graceful outline; its most ele- 
vated smnmit crowned with a building, which 
covers the spot reputed to be the place of the 
ascension, where a slight cavity on the surface 
of the rock is credulously beUeved to have been 
impressed by the foot of the Saviour. This emi- 
nence is separated from the town by a deep, 
craggy ravine, which, extending to the right, 
widens into the Valley of Jehosaphat In this 
ravine, near "the brook Kedron," three pro- 
jecting masses of rock have been elaborately 
sculptured into as many conspicuous monu- 
ments, attributed, I know not upon what au- 
thority, to Absalom, king Jehosaphat, and the 
prophet Zechariah. 

At the foot of the Mount of Olives, near the 
entrance of the valley, and enclosed by a low 
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wall, is the garden of Geths^nane^ the veneraUe 
aspect of whose clustering olive-trees would 
almost justify a belief tiiat diey were coeval with 
the important events that have distingnished diis 
memorable spot. Close beside it^ a dmrcfa be^ 
longing to the Greeks has been erected over die 
reputed tombs of Joseph and Mary, and Joadnm 
and Anna, the parents of the virgin. It encloses 
likewise an entrance to a grotto, said to have 
been the scene of that agonizing ccmflkt which 
our Saviour is recorded to have endured. 

On agsdn ascending the declivity which leads to 
St. Stephen's gate, the city wall is seen skirting 
the craggy boundary of the valley of Jehosaphat, 
and enclosing one side of the area of the temple. 
In its centre are the remains of the " Golden 
Gate," once a principal entrance, but now 
walled up, in consequence of a superstitious 
Mohammedan apprehension, that should the 
city ever be wrested from its present possessors 
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the enemy will force an entrance by the " Golden 
Gate.'* From hence the wall extends to Mount 
Zion at no great distance, which, however, it 
does not enclose. Beyond the valley of Jeho- 
saphat (now a Jewish burying-place) may be 
seen a wretched Arab village, which still bears 
the interesting appellation of Siloa, and near it 
the ancient fount of that name still pours forth 
its abundant waters, which, after passing through 
a long subterraneous channel, accumulate, as 
in days of yore, in the " Pool of Siloam." 

At Bethany, the road to which winds beauti* 
fully round the foot of the Mount of Olives, 
legends point out some old foundations as the 
remains of the house of Martha and Mary, 
while, a little beyond, a sepulchre is still shown 
as that of Lazarus. By the dim Ught of a 
soUtary taper, I descended a narrow staircase 
scooped out of the rock, and opening into a 
small chamber. A few more steps led to a 
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square vault of inconsiderable dimensions^ — its 
primitive simplicity neither defaced by savage 
violence, nor deformed by superstitious and ill- 
assorted embellishment Here one would fain 
believe that Lazarus might have lain — ^that 
the bereaved sisters might here have wept over 
their lost brother, — that from such a sepulchre 
Lazarus might indeed have been smnmoned to 
" come forth !" 

An extensive and well-wrought excavation at 
some distance from the Damascus Gate, is 
known by the name of the " Tombs of the 
Kings," but its style of sculptiure is probably , 
not older than the dynasty of Herod, and pre- 
sents no characteristic feature of Jewish art 
Indeed, a fragment of massive masonry, which, 
from its situation, may have formed a part of 
the original enclosure of the temple, appears 
to be the only relic of Jewish architecture 
now discoverable. The inhabitants of the 
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town, variously estimated at sixteen and twenty 
thousand, consist of Mohammedans, Christians, 
and Jews. Three large, and many smaller con- 
ventual establishments, are kept up by the Latin, 
Greek, Armenian, and other commimities, all 
apparently sunk into a lamentable state of super- 
stition and sloth. An oriental proverb says, that 
<' the worst Mohammedans are those of Mekka, 
and the worst Christians those of Jerusalem," 
and from the little I saw, and from the many 
unfavourable reports that I every where heard, 
I fear there is too much truth in at least one 
part of the proverb. 
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Historical Notices of Jerii9alein~rThe cotlquett df 4lhe^ 
City by Shishak recorded at Tbehes^ ari4 thatoC 
Pharaoh Necho by Herodotus— Visited by Alex- 
aiider, and protection accorded f o the Jews — Temple 
reconstructed, or r^tored and enlarged- by Herod^ 
The City totally destroyed by Titusr-rIkb«iU. ^y 
Adrian — Julian's project of re-edifying the, JeniQje 
frustrated— Jerusalem captured by the Persians — 
by Omar— by th^ Turks — by the Crusaders— by 
Sultan Seleem— Now held by the Pasha ctf £gypt. 

Jerusalem, amidst the appalling tribuladons 
and destructive reyolutions of four thousand- 
years, still continues an inhabited city. First 
mentioned in sacred writ as Salem^the capital of 
Melchizedec, in the time of Abraham, (b. c. 19] 2,) 
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it was afterwards conjointly the seat of the Je- 
busites and Jews for five centuries, its longest 
interval of tranquillity, when it acquired the 
name of Jebu-salem, which, slightly varied, it still 
retains. The strong hold of the Jebusites, at length 
conquered by David, (b, c. 1047,) this warlike 
monarch removed his capital from Hebron to 
Mount Zion, where he closed his long and glo- 
rious career, bequeathing to his son an enlarged 
dominion with the accumulated spoils of van- 
quished nations. 

Solomon, celebrated alike for his splendid 
temple, his profound knowledge, and une- 
qualled magnificence, incited by the example 
of his Phcenician neighbours, adopted the spirit 
of commercial enterprise, erects new cities, 
established Tadmor (Palmyra) as a caravan 
station in the desert, and dispatched fleets on 
distant and profitable voyages. The grievous 

VOL. II. M 
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burdens, however, imposed oa his ffeqd^ 
ydeed them, in tbe reign tif his suee^asor^ ^ 
affection and revolt, which led.to tfaerpenaanejat 
separation id his extensive domioi^KiSi into the^ 
rival kingdoms of Judah and IsitaeL ii.E^^tianr 
invasion speedily followed, whenHie^ city aaud 
temple (b.c. 791) w^re pillaged. by Shed^k, 
(Shishak,) of whose success a remarkable record 
still remains on the sculptured walls <){. the 
temple of Kamacj at Thebes.* : , t 

Wars perpetually disturbed, tfaeter^r kindred 
states, until that of Israel^: at the end of two 
centuries and aha^ was subverted: .by Salma^ 
nasser, when the ten tribes^ carried beyond the 
Euphrates, were obliterated frota the page of 
history, nor have the imceasing efforts of Mr. 
Wolff been able to ascertain if they still exist 

The hostile incursions of powerful adversaries 

* Champollion's " Lettres Ecrites d'£gypte et de 
Nubie/' p, 99. 
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compelled Ahaz, king of Judah^ (b.& 740,) to 
seek the tributary protection of the encroach- 
ing Assyrians. A century afterwards the state 
beset by increasing and overwhelming calami-^ 
ties, tbe Jewish capital was seized by; Pharaoh 
Neeho,* sorereign of Egypt, who changed the 
saceesdoB, and bore away the king a cap- 
tite. 

Foot years later, subdued by Nebuchad- 
nezzar,' king of Babylon, Zedekiah was esta- 
bUshed in Jerusalem as a tributary vassaL An 
unsuccessful attempt to throw off this galling 
yoke produced another invasion, when the coun- 
try was again devastated, and the people en- 

* Herodotus relates that this king took a city in 

I • 

1 / • . - 

Palestine named Cadytis^ and as Jerusalem is fre- 
qiiently called by Hebrew writers Kedusha^ or the 
bolyj this name^ with a Greek termination, was 
adopted by the historian. El Koods^ the modern 
Arabic name of the city, has the same signification, 
-and is probably derived from the same root. 

M 2 



244 . BABYLONIAN CAHTiyf TY. ',.',-. 

slavecL A renewed alliance witbtEgypt^.ixir 
ducing^^ tjie Jews osee more to* revolt, .(b..c» 
588,) their inexorable enen^es raytged , tbp 
country, j^llaged the cit^) destroyed <tbe ^temple, 
reduced the inhabitants^ to 'davery, and joanried 
them captive to Babylon. Thus thO' kingdom 
of Judab was completely overthrown, three hun- 
dred and sixty-eight years after its foundatibn 
by David.' ' - . i 

Cyrus, having conquered Babylon^ restored 
the Jews to their country, (b. c. 647,) with ftJl 
permission to exercise their religion^ aoad to re- 
build their temple. Their city by degrees rose 
from its ruins, their sacred edifice was com- 
pleted, fortifications once more encircled the 
town, and it had probably attained its ordinal 
extent and grandeur, when Alexander a^ 
proached with hostile intentions, after the de- 
struction of Tyre. Awed by the appearance of 
the high priest, he entered this teiiiple with, re- 
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vereiiKje,- knd, conciliated by submission^ ac- 
corded protection and granted privileges to the 
Jews. After the dissolution of his extensive em- 
pire^ Juddea, sdz^d fay the ustirper of figypt^ was 
^cdessVrAy ejtpoifted to the ' rapadous inroads, 
and tyrannical rule of the: Ptolemies and Se- 
leuoid^e* ^ From die latter > it was valiantly de- 
fended by die Asmonsean dynasty, (the Mac- 
cabees,) in which, for more than a century, the 
sovereignty and ' priesthood were anited, but 
becoming embroiled in civil commotions, fo- 
reign interference was invited, and Pompey 
(b. c 59) taking possession of the city, re- 
duced it to Roman dependence. Antipater, 
a Jewish proselyte, from the i neighbouring 
state of Idumea, was then appointed prefect 
His son and successor Herod, emulous of the 
splendour he had witnessed at Rome, where he 
was invested with the insignia of royalty, em- 
bellished Jerusalem, rebuilt or restored the 
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temple, and raised the stsatelyi^ity' of (3^e^»mi 
en die coast, which be mad^^heHteritSme V^a^^ibBtl 
:of Judaea, • ■^' --■ •• '< r'r;,.rr. 

During the period of tranquillity whicfr .Ri<^ 
ceeded the government of H«^6di=- Ooii *^eat 
events recorded by the Evangelists distbiguislied 
JerusalenL The indignation of the Jews, lilused. 
by the oppression of their goverttoife, afterw^tfds 
led to a state of turbulence and itoubordinatkm^ 
that drew upon theiH the whole Wdgfat <>f Renlan 
vengeance. Amidst the calaiHitie^ of the evetit^ 
fill siege by Titus, (a. d.71,) the templ^ be- 
came a prey to the flames — the plunderied city 
was demolished, and the ploughshare j^dssed 
over its ruins. The sacred utensihf^weref'thian 

♦ These were taken by the Vahdals when Itome 
was pillaged a.j>. 4f55, but afterwards recovered at 
Carthage, were presented by Justinian to the Chris- 
tian churches at Jerusalem. Falling subsequently into 
the hands of Khosroo, they were taken fo Persia, and 
irrecoverably lost. ' / . . 
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,. c^^d^? to V Homei . where . aon^e of thiair foxi^. are 

i^tftl to be ^een among the squlptm;^s pf the 

triumphal arch that commemorated tbi^ con- 

; , In the begiim^pg of tibie second century A^ri^n 
jQOjEiimandeid a new city, caUed iElia, to be built 
x)n the site of Jerusalem, which afiterwards \^ 
owui^t a Roman colony, the revoUed Jews 
were finally dispossessed of their cduntry. Its 
original ns^e was again restored by Constantino, 
^hose mother,. Helena, revived the anci,ent ,&me 
of the city by the numerous edifices with which 
sheftdon^it 

.. TTie project, afterwards formed by the Em- 
.peror Julian, of re-establishing the Jews and re- 
building the. temple, is asserted both by Pagan* 

* Th^ testimony of Ammianus Marcellinus to this 
remarkable event^ is top curious to be omitted. '^ The 
active and energetic mind of Julian was directed to every 
object calculated to insure immortal renown. Hence 
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and Qiristian y^riters to Imye been £:u$trat|9(} 07 
supernatural inteqx>siti(9U . f ....;,..,._,,,.. 

Jerusalem, considered a3 an, ifnportant.ap*- 
pendage to theeastem empire^ w99i;jyQ4he'Xeign 
of HeracUuBy (A.n. 614») desecrated w4 despoil^ 
by Kboerooy the Persian conqueror* Oaoe m^Mrein 
the possession of Heractius, Syria. an^Pala^tMoe 
were successfiilly invaded.,by ,the A^s, ^nd 
Jerusalem besieged in 637. To the Mod^i^s^ 
the holy city, .both as the scene of ]o9g-contii^ed 
prophetic inspiraUpn, ^nd of MQ|bLainmqd';S maiv 



», ■ . .-11 



he formed the desigp of rebuilding^ at an enormous 
expense^ the magnificent temple of Jerusalem^ which 
had been destroyed during the siege by Titus. This 
undertaking, entrusted to AlypiUs' of 'Antioch, ffrtet 
sub-prefect of Britain, aided by the goyemoTiOf .the 
province, was zealously commenced. But terrific balls 
of fire burst from the foundations, rendering them 
inaccessible, and scorching many of the workmen, 
compelled them by their fierceness and frequency to 
desist." — Book xxiii. chap. 1. 
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vellOu^ ifotirtiey tb* heavenj wa6 an object of high 
veneration. The ostensible mission 6f the jn'o- 
jAet of Miekka wias to abolish idolatry, and 
fet' Tfe-e«tablish the ancient faith of Abraham 
and 'hi$ insinred Wct^essbrs. He' acknbwl^^^ 
the jm)phefi<; character of the founder of Cfarisr 
tiMkity^ bilt' di^clared that the true fiith had 
btfto "grossly corrupt«id ' both by Jews and 

owisti^. .'— ' • ■• "' . • ' . ■■ ; 

- 'After at siege of four months, maintained . on 
botii sides with great bravery, Jerusalem " was 
reduced to the necessity of yielding,-— the en- 
feebled state of the Greek empire allowing no hope 
of relie£ The inhabitants, alter much negociation, 
agreed to : surrender^ but insisted upou receiving 

from the Khalif in person an assurance of se- 

,. . . . . . » • • 

curity and protection. Omar, the second in 

succession from the Prophet, acceding to their 

wishes^ came specially from Medina to receive 

their submission. Although invested with su- 
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preme addiority, b^ travefi^' ib^'lhe ^li^ary 
gart), and with all the rimpBrity 6f x^MsS^bf 
ihe desert A scanty sajqpiy <rf jm^dsioii,^' in 
two sacks, a skin of witter, axid let^ifrodd^^BdW^ 
winch served indiscrindbai^ly'tli^ Utfkp foetf^ iit 
their firugal meals, were carried 1)y '^e cam^'Oii 
which he was himself mounted^ TheoompaniOns 
of his jonmey were few, and a* whatever town 
he halted, he pursued his customary^bfldoitrfaf 
preadiiBg and administering^ justice. • On:i» (^p- 
ri^al, refusing a residence, that had beem pl^^ps^ 
fer him^ he tocA: possession c^a tent withfout the 
-waUs) amidst tbe joyM acdamation of his trMpe, 
with whom the next momii^g he engaged ik -the 
public exercise of devotion* ^ ' : ^i- i- . 

* ''The temperance of Omar was as remarkable as 
his simplicity ; his ordinary food was coarse barley- 

'' *'- 

bread, his only beverage water. When at meals he 
invited all who chanced to be present to take a ^h^^:'' 
:— 7Vij/tor> ffuttory of MohammedanUmi p. U3. 
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With Sjpphroniufi^ tbe Greek patriarch, all 
was axnioably axaraoged ; a^d the terms then con-' 
ceded, remarkable for their moderation^ are 
worthy q{ notiqe^ as forming the basis of those 
usually granted jin : the early period of Moham- 
medan conquest . 
New*ceUgiol]]s edifices were forbidden to be 
constructed^ but existing churches were per- 
mitted ^ to iremaki^ and commanded always to be 
open to'any that might be disposed to enter. All 
MoQ^m travellere were to be entitled io bospi- 
tality for thvee days* No attempt was to be 
n^ade to cionvert Mohammedans — the Koran was 
not to 'be used for the instruction of children, 
nor was any Christian to be hindered from volun- 
tarily embracing the new doctrines. Deference 
a:nd respect were to be shown to Moslems, in 
whose presence their Christian subjects were not 
allowed to be seated. A distinction was to be ob- 
served in the dress, forms of salutation, and 

"V. 
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names of Cfaristiaiisi . Theof jwfeiei reiiiiired:^' < ta 
relinquiA tfaeuse.of aaddteiB^:ariH, aiidmecrqpM 
tions in Arabic on their rings, aad:were>p[iiaitbeQ 
to sell Mm«ni»riiitoxkaliiig 'liquors^ uUiuferfility 
ia dffess was eiyoinodi) and gtrcQeft ?wi^ren4tff> 
dered to be constantly worn. Tbe exbibiti^n i^f 
orosar^s fmd books in the streets! wa6t|prohtt«lQdy 
nor were the fi^rmer pennitted,to.bo|iiacedidR 
c;hurehes. Bells we^ oply to be toUeiQi,: M^^ 
doDaestLcs weare ;dwtlloiye4 md 'Qm^tim^ WOJJO 
comi^^^ded not to overlook the bouses of.^b^ 
I^oslem neighbours, or tobo^ sjgi^ on tJ^ir 
$^tions« Xiibuto and taxes weiro to bti>jpfMd 
with punctuality, the sovereignty oC^.Qmar to he 
acknowledged, ^and no projectis, either diroetly or 
indireetly injwiOMB to him, were to be enteff* 
tained. Compliasoe with these tenns was to 
insure to the inhabitants of Jerusalem their lives, 
property, and the free exercise of their reli- 
gion, to guarantee them from insult and vio<« 



lencJBj' andlike the other subjects of the. KbdHai^) 
tfaiej were to be under ^his unHiEediate .and^pebrH 
petual proteetioxu . ,.. .: .i •«.;/.,.?;• if.* 

opeuf and tfae* jQiali^. attended- by Sopteoiliui^' 
viewed the- dntiqtdties of th^'^it^^ They^vist^ 
together iihechttrek o£i the fidtf S^tdehri^ 
where, <^e> hoU]l> joI j < iptsyet'^hm^g ^roclaltn^ 
Omar ¥e&sed t^ |>erfo)^ Mg^ de^ons^ letet thie 
spot nbotM ^erwardfi be coBeidi^a^ as ^sde^ecl 
by bis follow^i^ and the Gbristkois on tb^ a<s 
count be dispossessed of the ehurieb: He th^ 
reqneerfced a place ta be aligned where he mfigbt 
build a mosk, :and the situation of the- stone *" 
on which Jaeob lay, wheii be- 0aw the ^vision of 
angels, being pointed out^ he instantly began to 
elear it from rubtHsh, zealously seconded by his 
officers laid soldiers in the pious work. A su«- 
perstitious yeneration was thus conferred upon 
* Michaud'^ Bib)ioth^qa« dee Croisades^ p. 11. 
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the rock, and ab' Mohammed wa» supposed to 
have commenced his mbaculotls asoraiii to Ikeaven 
from the same spot, itwashdd'in the Uffaeift 
reverence by all professors of the Mohammedan 
£Euth» An oratory was raised over it, -^which, 
enlarged and embellished by later KhaHfs^ he- 
came eventually a sacred and splendid station of 
Moslem devotion. But how the identity of ^ this 
stone, a portion of the Mving rock,, was ascer- 
tained, or in what part of the origmal^ temple 
it was included,: are Modem legends, whioli, 
with our imperfect knowledge of thdr-iiinu- 
merable traditions, it would be hopeless to in- 
vestigate. . ; » *. 
. The successors of Oinalr speedily forgot his 
wise example of moderation and toleraneet 
and the oppressed Christians, in the time 6i 
Haroon e' Rasheed, were compelled to solicit 
the friendly interposition of Charlemagne, for 
permission to retain the Holy Sepulchre* In 
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the eont^ntiooB of rival Khalife, which enbsd^^ 
quentfy annexed Palestine to the gor^^mment^f 
Egypti the Christians were again persecuted^ 
and diair eburdbies destroyed. 
- * In 1048, the merchants of Amalfii, trading t6 
the Levant^ were allowed by the Moslem sove>- 
reign of Eg}pt to erect a hoq)ice fo;r pilgrims 
at Jerusalem. Ilis inccmsiderable foundation 
afterwaards gave rise to the order of the Knights 
of St John of Jerusalem, /who, driven from die 
East, were finally established at Malta. 

The Turks, a barbarous Asiatic tribe, having 
embcaoed the prevailing Mohanunedan faith, 
made a successful irruption into Syria, and cap^ 
tured Jerusdem in 1076^ Fierce, extortionate, 
and intolerant, their flagrant outrages interrupted 
the course of religious pilgrimage, then greatly 
in vogue. 

Although tiie Holy City was again recovered by 
the Khalif of Egypt, the oppression of Christians 



jfipBnra JEM. uHir QKiaif to pnKcs sin pc^xsteSy 
jnd nMBsra uk wn^tsttaoKt of aU . uuvpcw 
Moved hf tis piikefic uy e amUiiu DS, ihotK 
of dl QQwfilioBBt, enraffing Aemselves 
dK Iwf 1!^ of tft^iiiguBliBa Indent im- 
intiendk' iiuJnd ftinvard. Fired wilh nupetooiis 
i»l to lesme die SUhr Scpidciire finom die 
Imids (rf uiHrii^ di^ node dmr war to 
Jetusdem, {x, ol IMS^) dnr tnck eray irheine 
noiked bv denstidon and faloodsiied. 

On approadui^ die cxtjr, die endraaiasin irf* 
die cmsadeis kneir no bounds.' TIict fdl on 
dieir kneesy — dief kissed die sofl— iHToked die 
aid of Heaven for die ocmipletion of dieir dedgn, 
and fofgetliug didr sufferings, broke forth hH 
psalms and pious chants. Tlie si^e was pro^ 
longed to forty days. A procession of clergy 
and warriors encompassed the town. Excited bv 
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viaipns. and r prophecies,! th^y expected the walls 
to.,fell before ..them like those of Jeri<^« The 
town, defepded by a garrison of forty thousand 
m,^ yms taken by.aasaidt No quarter was 
giy^ja^ tq . .the infidejlsr^unsparing massacre jEpid 
plunjfeo:. every where tradced the savage course of 
th^ conqueror^. ■ Many thousands who liad taken 
refuge in. ]th^. spacious area of the mosk of Omax 
were i^^rificedwith pitilessferocity— -even the ter- 
rifled Jews were burnt in their synagogue, to whiph 
they had retired for safety. The soldiers of the 
cross, satiated with carnage, their hands reeking 
with blood, rushed to the Holy Sepulchre, pro* 
strating themselves in adoration before Him who 
had borne meekly the scoffs and buffets of his 
persecutors, who had inculcated forbearancei and 
forgiveness, whose pure precepts breathe only 
peace and good wiU. 

Godfrey, Duke of Lorraine, mounted the 
throne of Jerusalem; but in less than a cen- 
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tary tJie Lstin kingdom wa»«£idilf)e]:Aed^i:aiKl 
the Holy City «irreiidered> tui<HB7i JN>jtb$ 9xms 
oi Salah-e'de^£u Tenos of s^bi»i89K)n?^i9(ere>At 
first refasedy the exai&i^ of th&Giiri^ians whtti 
they gained possession being alledged, and'ard^ 
tenninati<m to follow it dedazed. < Yi^lding^i^ow- 
ever, to the solicitations of the <gav^rnor, : a ^ran- 
som was accepted from the inhat»taj»ts, whoiW^^e 
not only suffered to depart wHb the£D portable 
property, but were Considerately, protected by 
an escort from robbery and insult The patriareh 
was permitted to take with, him th^r rich d^iX)*- 
rations of the Hdy Sepulclure^. of which l&ur 
tpriests wer« allowed to remain as^ guardians. 
Churches were now converted into nao^b^ : -beijlk 
were removed, and crosses thrown to the groui^L 
The Sakhara, which had been consecrated and 
adorned by the Christians, was devoutly piuified 
by the sons of the Sultan, with rose-water pur- 
posely brought from Damascus; while the holy 
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stone in the c^itre, which the late possessors 
had ditefdlly incrusted widi marble, in the be- 
lief tbat it bore the impress of bur Saviour's 
foot,''^ was again exposed for the benefit of the 
£aithfuL 

Domestic discord among the Moslem rulers 
caused Jerusalem to be once more ceded to the 
Christians in 1229, during the extraordinary cru- 
sade of the Emperor Frederic the Second ; but 
ruiiiiod, defenceless, and all reparation prohibited, 
it was 9oon brought again under Mohanunedan 
sway. Seized shortly afterwards by the Karas- 
mians, a predatory horde from the borders of 
the Caspian, die sacred monuments were once 
more destroyed. Annexed finally to the Egyp- 
tian government, Palestine was included in the 
extenoye conquests of Sultan Seleem, whose 
desc^endants have since held it in undisturbed 
taasallage until the recent successful campaign 
ti Ibrahim Pasha in Syria. 

* Biblioth^que des Croisades^ p. 917. 
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View of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives — Nume^ 
rous Religious Establishments — Avaricious disposi- 
tion of the Terra Santa Reclused— Miraculouff rire 
at Baster — Pilgrimage of Mr. Bonoinfi tff the i Sadf ed 
Stpne in the Mosk of Omar— Qujijt j|^eri^s^^i^--The 
British Vice-Consul at Jaffa— Insult of an Egyptian 
soldier — Levantine Physicians — Voyage to Egypt — 
TuAish Quarantine— Vice-Consul at Damiettk— 
Journey from Damietta to Ale:i(andria, 



The time now approache4 for quitting Jeru- 
salem, but Jere my departure I was desirous onc^ 
more to look upon the city from the Mount of 
Olives. After passing the Via Dolorosa, the 
Judgment Hall, and the site of the Palace of 
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Herod in the same vicinity, I examined, a little 
out of the direct track, the mined church of 
St Anne, the mother of the Virgin, built over 
the traditional birth-place of the latter, and leav- 
ing the Pool of Bethesda, a capacious but empty 
reservoir of massive masonry^ to the right, I 
descended from St Stephen's gate to the Brook 
Kedron, now a dry channel, crossed by a small 
bridge. Skirting the Garden of Gethsemane, 
with its eight venerable olive-trees, where the 
very spot is pointed out on which our Saviour 
was betrayed, the place where he retired to pray, 
and that where the disciples slept, I began to 
ascend, and was again shown, on different ele- 
vations, where he had wept over Jerusalem, the 
cave whd'e the apostles composed the creed, and 
the oratory where the Lonfs Prayer was taught. 
The small octaiigular building on ' the summit, 
once supported by pillars, raised on three steps, 
Which covers the reputed mark of our Saviour's 
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foot, is probs^lya fragmeat of this x^ibcb b€^ 
longing to the monasteiyfrandedby tke Enl^ 
press Helena, who formed a iimilar elrtAbliBh^ 
ment at Bethany, now wholly destroyed, which 
originally included the tomb of Lazarus. ' ' 

The place of the ascension, altbough p0{»» 
sessed by the Mohammedans^ is alwayir ao*- 
cessible by means of a small present; aiul on' thf^' 
day which commemorates that eirent the efferent 
sects of Ghrisliauis are allowed to assemble ihere^ 
for dievotion, according to t^eiif yarious ritoala. 
Some Arab huts, and a considerable buildi&g, at a 
short distance, inclosed with a waU, shelter a^ few 
miserable inhabitants. Olive-trees dtiU flourish 
on the side of the hillj and most of the decUvities 
are under cultivation. On the top a dense va- 
pour is seen rising from the Dead Sea, beyond 
which are indistinct lines of broken beijghts. 

The various stages of descent afford^ne views 
of the interior of the town. A massive wall 
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crowns, thj^ summit of the wild» rocky radnC) by 
wbiieii it is boundedy and round it are the sc^ 
t^ed tombs of a Mohammedan cemetery. In 
the. centre^ the Golden Gate, no longer used,- 
presents, in its double arches and fantastic or- 
naments^ a s|)ecimen of the tasteless style of the 
decline of art. Immediately withm the wall, in 
the^ midst of a^ spacious area, sprinkled with trees 
and :small grotesque* buildings, the stately mosk 
of Omar^yates itsairy cupola andlofty crescent 
in fine contrast with El Aksa its more cumbrous 
companion. The full extent of the dty, rising 
on several small. eminences, is seen beyond. Irre- 
gubff, narrow streets, of low crumbling houses 
.with terraced roofia^ dotted vnth, small cones, — de- 
tached masses of ruinsi— the ponderous domes of 
the church of the Holy Sepulchre, and the fortress 
called the tower of David,— mingled with dilapi- 
dated minarets, often resembling the towers of 
Christian churches,— form together a dreary bi^^t 
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interesting picture. A seri^ ^f naked kw 
equalities stretch away to die lefi^ whcve the 
ravine widens into the vaUey of Jebosa|^t-^its 
whole expanse paved with rude memorials of Uie 
graves of Jews^ who ccmgregate from iffl coun- 
tries to die at Jemsaleni, that dieir remiuns may 
moulder beneath its sacred soiL > 

The steep descent from Mount '^on, now 
partially cultivated, every where presetits anctei^t 
foundations and broken cisterns; and numerous 
weUrwrought excavations on the craggy sides of 
die valley, near the village of Siloa, attest by the 
remains of Hebrew and -Greek inscriptions, that 
this was the ancient necropolis of the dfy. 
The Jews' quarter, situated between Mount Zion. 
and Mount Moriah, encumbered with rubbish, 
looks desolate and neglected, although judging 
from one specimen I saw, their habitations 
may be commodious within. They have several 
synagogues, and their numbers are kept up by 
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asmiJl.but eonstant stream of leisignMion from 
Poland < and Germany*, i »,! :>•»•»■ r-^-r 

A CQp^derable district^ including! GalTary^ 
and strQtohing to the foot of Mount Zion, is 
chiefly inhibited by Chwtians^ where the Oreeks 
are^reportsd to haye twelve. religious lestablieb^ 
ments, and the Armenians three»^ ^while the 
Franks , jSiyriapa, CoptSi and Abysainiansy are 
eaeh.OQntent with one^ 

The Frank convent, situated at the south- 
west extremity of the city, is »aid to be of great 
extent-^to include within its boundary a garden 
and several courts, and to be capable of receiv- 
ing at least a hundred pilgrims. In the supe^ 
rior\pf this, house, appointed by^the Papal go<^ 
venunent, is vested the direction of all the 
Frank conventual establishments in the east 
The monks vary in number from thirty to forty. 
Although only required to remain for a specie 
fied time, weary of their monotonous confine- 
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uMBiy liMBf ofkm solicil sl AtoMg^ Ifaumiiiie 
s«qi«Mr an acnlc^ intriligent laas; biit the BiMite 
had a idMedr vulgar kmk, as if sdeolied* from 
the loinesl da» of peasanlrjr. Their income^- 
detired firon die Cadioiie oounftiieB of Eorope^r 
must be Tety conaidendble^ if Burckfaardtfs ats^ 
coont of dim enonnoos espenditare is correct 

Sandys has nodced the aTandoiis. dispontion 
of die Terra Santa recliiae% and my ^wq ob^e?^. 
Taden cmnpeb me to conclude that the lapse of 
time has produced no improYement I had beea 
diarged in EUirope with a commission to the 
conTcnt, whidi would «cact neith^ unusual 
nor laborious exertion. Aldtougfa readily un« 
dertaken, the port^ of the hospice was pri- 
vately desired to ascertain what recompense I 
intended to mak^ an affidr which was easily 
and satisfactorily accommodated, the stipulated 
9um paid, and a certificate with the c(Hiventual. 
seal obtained. 
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Duaring the fire days stay of- jssy companion, 
and also durmg my own,. wlHch extendied to teiv 
we were sappMed with bread and wine from the 
establishment, but idiateYer else we required oiu- 
servants purchased for us in the bazaar. By fot*^ 
lowing the mistaken adyice of a friend in Egypt^ 
whd had told us there would be no difficulty in 
oKchanging English gold in Syria and Palestine, 
we had some reason to fear that our dollars and 
Turkish coin might be expended before we both 
reached Alexandria* To provide against the in- 
convenient exhaustion of such money as was every 
where current, we agreed to make the usual pre- 
sent for our united accommodation in English gold, 
and my companion on the eve of his departure 
gave two sovereigns for the convent to the monk 
in diarge of the hospice. I learnt the next 
day, to my great astonishment, that the porter 
had pubticly remarked upon tihe unusual circum- 
stance of my companion having neglected to 

N 2 
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make the customary donation. At tiie-^siiggeir 
tioQ of my French neigfabours^ fl took ..an 
opportunity of requesting an audie^e of ithe 
superior, which was readily grants frQi^:,his 
elevated gallery. After thanking him for:t}ie 
accommodation we had expaienced, I ..men- 
tioned that my companion had left ior^ the 
convent two pieces of gold» whidi of cpiurse.be 
had received. He inquired with great eageme^ 
to whom it had been given, and received the 
informaticm with an s^parently careless ^^V^ 
bene." I was subsequently informed by an EogUsih 
traveller, that the guardian of the hospice had soco;! 
afterwards suddenly, and without permission^ 4i^ 
appeared, but no cause was assigned for hb,^gh^ 
The solemn jugglery of the miraculous firejoi 
the Holy Sepulchre, at Easter, is still perfpnogied 
by the Greek patriarch. A procession crf.priest^s, 
attended by an expectant crowd, extinguish 
the lights and carefully close the door. After 



all -ifit^rval of un(;ei*tain duratioiTj fire is b^ 
lleved fo descend from heavetat to illuminate 
d lamp tvithin: The Gteek and Armenian 
prelates enteir — the torches of the exulting 
rimltitude ^e kindled, and the flame, when im^ 
m^diatdy derived from the sacred source, is un- 
h^^t^tingly affirmed to be incapable of inflict* 
rtfg Jwdn. The origin of this exhibition, dis- 
g^cfed by a 'flagrant disregard of ail decorumi, 
a^pe^s to be of high antiquity, and although now 
derided by the Catholiee, they anciently counte*- 
nknced the pious fraud. Pope Urban, among 
other Arguments, to induce the sovereigns of 
Europe to unite in a crusade, urged them to 
dispossess the infidels of "the tomb in which 
fire miraculously descends from ' heaven to 
commemorate our Saviour's passion." In the 
feign of Baldwin, the delay of the miracle, 
although invoked by the united prayers of the 
Latin and Greek clergy, sanctioned by the pr&- 
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sence of the kmg and hi^-iirhcile cotirt, pnN)diiced 
umversal cons^erifietion and dismay. Th^ tomb, 
and the church of the aBcen^dbn^ which hadsmbe- 
tunes been similarly distingmshed, ^contiiici^' In 
darkne^s^— despair clouded every -counteBande^^ 
but happily the visible token of divine fevdur 
was at length renewed in the usual placel The 
fire is said' by Moslem writers to be ootiveyed by 
means of naphtha, down a wii« from the-tdp^df 
the dome, and Maundrell, who witn^se^^the 
exhibition, describes the scefnic effect as^b^g 
heightened by the flight of a dove. 

The American missionaries,* by their ^rUd€iiit, 

* Their judicious exertions, so successftiHy pUi'Stred 
in Greece, promise to be equally beneficial in Syria and 
Palestine. To establish schools for g-eneral instruction 
is their first object, and their widely distributed bibles 
and tracts, in various lan^ages, are thankfully re- 
ceived by all denominations of Christians, except the 
Catholics, who every where oppose them with invete- 
rate hostility. The lamentable oversight of appMnt. 



MISSIONARY EXERTIpNS. ^71 

inoffensive ocoiduct, bay^ left a fa^tourable impres- 
.sion at Jerusalein ; nor 13 Mr» Wplff fbrgotteii, 
whose fierce dispute?* and femd admonitjions^ so 
Jiigbly licensed I^ Jewish advj^psaries, that he 
narrowly escaped paying with J^ hfe the poivalty 
of his temerity. Lady Georgiana took h§r pi^no 
fr0m Ilgypt across the desert to Jerusalem, where 
•it iwas listened to with rapture^ and where her 
kindness aaod beueficmee . to the wiring in- 
habitants, whatever their. Iiith, are still remem- 
b^ed with grateful respect 

ing to laborious misAionary ■ exertions individuals of 
feeble constitution^ unaccustomed to hardships and 
inadequately provided with the numerous conve- 
niences indispensable in a country destitute of all do- 
mestic accommodation^ has already produced fatal 
results. Indeed no one should venture upon this 
arduous undertaking without possessing some portion 
of medical knowledge, which^ besides its vast im. 
portance to himself, would incalculably extend his 
influence and increase his usefulness. 



372 < mTHK !MO»K OP CWMAIlr 

• r 3^e attempt to siat;isfy < my ' wiie^ity i .lyithotbe 
4gbt of the isteribof o£^the jppkoak^pfvOmsufif w 
fay dint of money or maoageniient bad b€)e9 49((nxii9- 
times accomplished, was considdred^ on r maitwurle 
deliberation^ aa too bazardaueT; but^ Mr. Bono«ij^ 
enabted ^ubsequentiiy^ by .bia' long ussidenf^uin 
die Eiast^ and bis fanuliarity witb opiiei^^talmdages 
and boguage, to entear in tbe guisii.cilf a Moba^ir 
medan pilgrim^ bas kindly suf^Uedi'meiwitbl^ 
particularflr of bis visit •. : .« -^ .jd/* 

On bis arrival i^ tfae'.evenii]^, he encamp^ 
witbout the walls. > Proceeding the } : next 
morning through the {Himcipal street^ with* a 
string of beads in his hand, equally indispensablB 
to Moslem as to Catholic devotion,: he imtm^ 
the sacred inclosure by the Bab. Hadeed-tna 

* The unrivalled excellence attained by Mf , Bonojfni 
in copying the interesting remains of Egyptian art^ is 
highly appreciated by every one conversant with hiero. 
g^ypiic researches: ' '■ •:''^^"' --nv'-:.:,; ^dihKiVi 
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dc^Mled tep^rei^ntativ^'^ of the " Gate called 
BeautiftiV whidi o«ic6 gaire access to the sump- 
tuous 8truct«ire of Herod. Lingering a moment 
between two loftTf cypressos to admire the light 
laxAaiFf iMifioe' before him^^whieh^ *detated 
on a mart)le basement, overlooks an expanse^iof 
Tx^rdure sprinkled with trees, and curiously- 
shaped' buildings, — his appearance- interrupted 
l&e contemplations of a veneradiile dervish, 
who slowly approaching, accosted, and took him 
bjr the hand. A conical cap, embroidered with 
inscriptions, a flowing scarlet robe^ trimmed 
and tasseOed, an air. of thoughtful abstraetum, 
and' a well-polished roeary, all beq>oke thisxeve- 
rend personage to be one of the habitual inhiates 
of Uie saered precinct 

Admonishing the stranger to respect the sanc- 
tity oi the place by taking off his shoes, his con- 
ductor led him up a noble flight of steps to the 
marble platform, loudly chantingf *' Ya AUah ! 

Ji5 
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Ya bayt Allah!" the usual flaiuiation >to; the 
holy structore. Joined- at^tfaeidooB 'by ranother 
dervish from within, they re[^eated the first' ifchap- 
ter of the Kor&n,* in a low murmuring voieei^r- 
The dose of each sentence wasmarked byaparo- 
found inclination of the head, efv^vy beard was 
smoothed down with becoming gtsmty, and tiie 
feigned devotee, with some trepidatibn'test^hisias- 
sumed character should be suspected, was con- 
ducted ^across the > sacred 'threshold. Here 'his 
attention was arrested by the uoble vcyonensions 
and imposing decorations of tMs justly-vaunted 
specimen of oriental taste. Wrapped in silent 
admiration, he contemplated itfe wellhproportioned 
octagon shape, its four stately entranoeB, and its 
walls encrusted with marble. He reoaarked that 
a row of veined and polished pillars ran parallel to 
each of its sides— their richly gilded caj^als sur- 
mounted by a plain entahlature forming the base 
* The Fatafa^ or Moslem Pater Noster. 
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of a series of smell arches which support a ceiling 
dmded into ornamented and gilt eampartments ; 
-r^tfaewhole dimly lighted by windows of coloured 
glass. He .was now 'taken to^the shield of 
Hamza and the sword of Ali, the reyered com* 
panions of the prophet^ and to :the spot bal- 
liowed of rid by the devotion of die venerated 
Imaam Shafie* 

Ascending by i three or four steps a raised 
;pavement in the centre^ enclosed by a gilt rail- 
ing, and enoircled by the majestic pillars that 
^sustain the dome, the .pilgrim surveyed the 
gik and arabesque designs that ornament its 
interior, admired its ooloiued glass windows, 
•and ; advanced with all due solmmiity to the 
9aer€d 9i0»e. This object of pious reverence, 
a huge irregular mass of native rock, of large 
circiunferenoe, protrudes to the height of six 
or eight feet through.' the marble pavement be- 
neath a dusty.and fiulad.silk canopy. . First he was 
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oudy severed in twoi ?pIaQ^ 1]^ ^ihe lenTtiausi 
Qhrijstiiinay > !which.: aften^aards aiira^suloissljr^ d^qs I 
ver^ ai^stiU preserved haardi% Tot wwdkricffi^ 
tached buildiBgs* • ;Nexfc was pointed i^ut^qafti; 
indeiit»dott made by^ Ae f(»ot of; tb^ ^Hpj^v- 
Edris^ (OSetocfa^) i then' the^ u fingexv-BUiirks^^i M,l 
die; angel GabrieV^ and !dS]ia%>iihe >^reii$!fiii%edr 
imivessionJ-whichi the> roek ar^eeiYedi'jfitnti d^b%v 
foot (^ Mohammed, the lasiti Juid tqgrfatei^t drf /^ 
the £iu7om%d messengers of - )heiav]i3t^ > i "SCo itibuSk^i 
miraeidoQs coi^nnation.of 'liheiprophs^S'eele^ti^j 
expecUtion, mrhicb a: grating of; wim >^^ef)lB^ vy 
coaceials from the prying eyes imeiiiOi^\\^{hUi^^ 
tali the . derotee wias directed^ i to/itt^rodue^ >^! ^ 
hand tbrough a small apei^tuce^ and Qi^io^i ^^r^ 
communioate . .to his beaard the saacti^llg iOr. .. 
fluence it wouM imbibe. rrfj 

The legend was now related bow this holy 
stone, upon whieh Abrabam had prepared to 
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sacrifice his son^ bad always been the favoaritei 
resort' of angels ;^how they had been seen by 
Jacob ascending and descending a ladder placed * 
on its summit ^r^lum the andent prophets had 
att^poui^d 'omt tibeir inspired effiasibns on this, 
sa^kietified sjk)t;^^how it bad been yenerated by 
Davic^atMi a sumptuous structure raised over it 
by)sSolomon:r^ho!Pr' Mohammed had been oonf* 
veybd faitheii l^ the marvellous beast B(»:aa]^ 
wllii the speed of lightning, and by means of a 
ladder of light had ascended with the angel: 
Gabriel to the serenth heaven^ where he advanoed 
within bowshot of the divine presence ;-«^ho«r 
the stone^ yielding to the influence of sudi pre^ 
eminent sanctity, had softened beneath his- fool 
on his return ; — and how a. legion of angels con>- 
stantly keep guard around this honoured spot^' 
where prayer is so efficacious that it becomes 
necessary to exclude infidels, lest petitioniiig 
for the possession of the ' sacred dty they might 
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perdiance obtain the object, oil itheirtiiiceasiiig 
solicitude. . '! <;•>/ >-. 

Invocations w€fre here made ior the qpoitual 
and temporal wel&re of ' the i deY^ottee^* ; his 
family, and firiends; and after alms bad bem 
extorted for the benefit of each, the parly ^de- 
scended to a sneiall excavation in the body .of the 
rock. This eubterraneons ohambery fCOnSAdered 
«s a place of supeiiative holiness^ <beaiB> mdubi- 
table marks of having been frequenjted fayotiae 
most eminent prophets. On one iside Jtias 
been left the impression of a dboulder) ron 
another of a turban, and small recesses are 
distinguished as having been hallowed: by the 
presence of the angeL Gabriel^: jof AfaiaJaaii^, 
of David, of Solomon^ and of f^ite; while/a 
perforation above is attributed to >the CQiuider 
of the Moslem faith ; but whether .this open^ 
ing was spontaneously effected to allow the 
celestial ladder to descend -to his leet, the 
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pons dervi^ decUfed to be a my M tory still un- 
revealed. 

ASux the fitah had again been devoutly re- 
peated, and the utility of aloHHgiving practically 
eirf^reed, a drcolar stone b^fteath liieir feet, 
whidi gives out a hollow sonnd on bring struek, 
was gravely pronounced to cover the entrance 
taihe place of everlasting tosment Protected 
by his d&sMl sancdty, the narrator of wonders 
calmly seating himself upon it, felt no . terror, 
hot began to calculate and divide the money 
he had collected. This important aflGadr con- 
cluded^ they ascended to liie body of the 
building, where with reverend steps they ap- 
proached a piece of green jasper in the floor, 
which, conferring its name on die adjoining en- 
trance, is considered by all true believers to be 
the Gate of Pftradise. Formerly studded with 
silver nails, three only at present remain, the 
others having yielded to the efforts of Satan 
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iii:a2i unsuccessful attempt to ktvade tiMroregiane 
of the blessed. / ^^ :::?■ 

M. Bonomi, leaving the niofik by -an (qprposi^ 
gate, called ^^the Gate <rf Prayer/' rdesoeinled 
the platform by the stairs facing the other saieitod 
edifice, and passing a meurble fountaio^ liDa ia 
paved causeway, bordered with oliHTo,; orange, asd 
cypress trees, was next conducted. tO'ElAkaa. 
This structinre, similar in afipearance^iordioBf 
raised in the early ages of Oiristianity, altiiough 
it stands north and south, is beEeved to hairefbe^B 
originally the Church of the Purification. Ja.the 
centre of a Saracenic portico of six arcbeg^^miiidb 
ornaments a gable front, a large .doorway leads 
immediately into the body of:the'buildi]:^:4/Thie 
roof is supported by six rows of heavy^ piUara, 
and llie dome, at the southern extremity,;-.]:^t8 
upon four buttresses, each flanked by tw6-. co- 
lumns of verde antique. GUt ambesque ontt^ 
ments, and stained glass windows, prodiDoe at^'e 



some.time a lidi and soleinn j^Ssct A space 
inclosed by railing is here shown as that* of ottr 
Savkrai^s presentation ^^*-another art the opposite 
^nde^ta distinguidiied as the praying-place of the 
Khaitf Oibar;»-^Ae mefarebor reedssrfrdOL "vifhich 
the Imaam 'leads* public prayers is composed W 
^are- and'brilMant marbles; mingled with small 
coliknnfti of verde^ antique ^ wlnle the^ monbar^ i or 
piil][]it for^tfaasennoiny with its elaborate ^cano|)y9 
atairoase, and ornamental a.rch, exhibits a fine 
specimen of eandng in wood, tastefully varied 
with gilt iiiBcrtption% cx)loured derices, ami com- 
partments of inlaying in ebony and ivory. 
' iThe pilgrim and his official guides now quitted 
filiAkaa; Turning to the right they adranced 
to^ii^aards the 8oath-»east comer of the endosure, 
where, more than a^ hundred yards from the 
mosk^ they entered a square subterraneous 
chamber, in fte middle of whidi, laid on the 
floor^ was a sculptured niche, with the grooved 
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shell, precisely resemfaling ijiose^ Balbee. fOrer 
this wrought cavilyt called Sereer Ais^ €if the 
cradle of Jesus, is a caiiopy of musonry, support- 
ed by four slender piUars^ aoA smaU niches 
in the walls are called the places of Maiy, Bad 
of Jose^ From this ctiaiBber:they}deBeendted 
a staircase to a spacious crypt, or <serie8 of vaults, 
extending beneadi a considerable fortioo ^o^f the 
enclosure, and under the wh(^,of El Aksa^iiear 
which it has another, and >inore impoDlant <eQ- 
trance. These noble substructions consist enlvnely 
of Roman arches of large dijm^dsions and admi- 
rable workmaaship. Probably of theii^e/of 
Herod, they were affirmed by tte guides to he part 
of the original temple constructed by genii :at 
the command of Solomon. These subde Iteiags 
proving rebellious, were afterwards confined; in 
what is believed to be a huge stone chest, stHl 
conspicuous beneath the arches. 

The stranger was next taken to a broken df^iit 
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inierted in that part of the external wall which 
overlooks the Vafley of Jehosaphat, where, he 
was. toW, the prophet will sit at the last judg- 
ment, and where a bridge, sharp as a sword, 
will allow the righteous to pass in safety, but 
will sever, and precipitate the wicked into an 
«wfiil gulf below. 

Proceeding to the interior of the Golden Gate, 
he discotered that a central tow of noble Co- 
rinthian columns, and a groined roo^ had once 
fenned a stately portico of Roman workmanship. 
(Compelled to advance until he had finished his 
weary round, he was shown the reputed places of 
the tribunal of David, of the throne of Solomon, 
of the invisible balance, destined hereafter to 
weig^ the actions of men, with other hallowed 
stations, the gloomy abodes of fanatical ascetics. 
Sickened with senseless legends, in which Moslem 
invention stands unrivalled, and disgusted witii 
superstitious mummery^ which seems to have 



284 ROAD Tb RAMLk; ''■ 



equally contaminated tlie foHoWei^ bf dipjiyosi^ig 
creeds, his patience and purse alike '^eiihatisted^ 
Mr. Bonomi gladly listened to the vali^dicioty 
blessing of the devout dervish, and hadt^liied 
away firom the sacred boundary. ' 

My companion had left Jerusalem oh the dth 
of August; and on the 14th, at 'seven in the 
morning, I also quitted the city. HaVing lin'iie?- 
stood, firom the porter of the hospice,' ihkt "^hi^ 
muleteers usually employed by the brotherhood 
were fiilfilUng a distant engagement, t reaSdil^ 
accepted others at his recommendation. After 
passing the village of Abobgosh, my guides took 
a direction to the right by a road less steep anci 
difficult than my former one, but without die 
advantage of water. I dined at mid-day beneath 
the shade of a large tree, where I had to wait 
nearly an hour until water was fetched from a 
considerable distance. At five in the evening 
I reached Ramla, from whence proceeding early 
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the^ next mornings I was kindly received at 
ten. p'clock by. Signor . Damiani, the English 
vice-cpnfiul at Jaffa. In conversation with the 
guides^ he discovered — for I . was unsuspicious 
of such an atrocity— rthat the porter, alike care- 
less of my personal safety, and reckless of the 
cbai^ce of spreading the plague, had engaged 
nnd^teers from Bethlehem. These men con- 
i^jnned (the b^ character universally attributed 
to them by adroitly stealing the knives lent them 
at dinner on the way. 

. I williiigly accepted the miserable accommoda- 
tion of the consul's dilapidated mansion, and took 
possession of a gloomy apartment, the threaten- 
ing aspect of whose pavilion roof and, shatter^ed 
windows were in character, with a tattered divan, 
a palsied table, and a couple of chairs, woefully 
enfeebled by age and service. My servant and 
l>aggag6 were stowed in a wretched place, some- 
thing between a stable and cellar, below. The 
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table*cloth, kniyes and forks, nsipkins, ^&c* pto»- 
duced at our frugal dinner,^ — luxuries evidently' 
reserved for the use of guests, — ^had rareiy gOii» 
through the requisite process for restoring to such 
artkdes their primitive complexion. The fe^ 
male part of the family was carefully excluded 
from sight ; — the two sons of the consul served 
our repast, but without partaking;— indeed the 
only domestic I saw was a boy, whose (Capacity 
and services were both on a linnted sqale. Th« 
father of the present functionary, of European 
extraction, and long invested with the same dig- 
nity, had originally been an eminent merchants 
Having suffered from Turkish cruelty, and been 
impoverished by arbitrary exaction, he was' 
poisoned a few years since by a commercial rivaL 
Wis successor no longer exhibits the cocked-hat, 
that once coveted badge of Levantine importance. • 
Yielding to the consul's solicitation, I accom- 
panied him on Sunday to mass; but the dirty 
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white turban of the previouaweek was retained^ 
whtlte his n^leeted chin gave manifest proof of 
rarely submitting to the discipline of the razor. 
The congregation con»sted of about two hundred 
persons, of whi^ women^ closely veiled, placed' 
in. a separate gallery, formed a third. After the 
service, a procession wast made with lighted tapers 
to. a picture of the Madonna in an adjoining 
court Feuds and jealousies even at Jaffa dis^ 
turb the representatives of the great European 
powers. The Spanish consul, presuming on his 
activity in promoting the re-construction of the 
convont, in defiance of all former precedent, 
had that day given great umbrage to his com- 
peers by selecting for his devotion a place close 
to the altar. 

little intercourse exists between Jafib and 
Damietta, so that I had to wait patiently nearly 
a week before I could proceed. With some dif- 
ficulty I prevailed on the consul to allow my 
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servant to pi^vide ^om'^ttee^ -malfc^t M n^^ 
wantEk : Bii\«iivliy a host of imttgry raJts #ttfBH 
hk:j!etreat^k^^ her foi^ifed a^ ^stfifoltdttminrf' 
on Ifae tenraee, where b« ««t'tt^ tb^gfiddt bf*^' 
kitchen. The Britii^ otfimm proodfy ^v^ff ^' 
aingh flag^-«taff o^r hig^exposed^Vouac^ hMeiiSi^ 
wWi* a oolony ef *iw»i hi^* ih ar lm)kefr-^jkf/^ 
might be considered a^ ad ae^enM enlMetn ^' 
BritwhindUJltry. - » ^^^^^^ * -' "^«' 

One erening, ag I tetnWed fnntt -a ni^SSlff^- 
walk on the shore, I i^emarkedj'oh pafelngiaf ISIlF-^'^ 
rack) an £g]q)tiail tidier, -who hastily wHi^eW^ 
from an upper wind6w. In" a few tndtaent&'lf^ 
re^appeared, and with an mr indJeiating tirtfiteP 
contiemptuoaB insult than tniseMerbtis ihtentidtf/' 
threw two large stoties, ^^ch tefl atHrf*fwS/* 
Tliis outrage I ebuH only resient by a the^ 
nacing gesture, but resolved to cdmplaitt td QiS' 
authorities of so gross a violation of the pasha*if 
promised protection. The consul ilook 'tip' th^'^ 
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affiK^v warmly, asBuring nte that I shoukl obtain 
ju^^t^^ ior be bad himself wUh ttudi satis£a^etioii 
lat^ witneBsed the pusishment of three soldiers, 
wjio had been detected trespassing in his garden 
o^tsifd^ the walls^ Acoompanifd by the consular 
dx9tfpm9^ J instantly sought the military com- 
mander, was received with attentive civility, coffee 
aqi4 pip^ ^^^^ brought in, and my complaint 
made with the usual formalities. A sergeant, 
priupijptly dispatched to ascertain the offender, 
returned in a few minutes with a procession into 
the haU. First appeared two athletic men, 
bearing large sticks; th^i a soldier, with a 
countenance evidently disturbed by appreben* 
non. Two others followed, carrying a chain, 
attached to a pde, and a few stragglers brought 
up the rear. The process was summary, the 
dragoman, at my request, explaining to me sen-^ 
tence by sentence what passed. The culprit made 
his salaam, and in reply to the question why he 

VOL. II. o 
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threw the stoness simply stated, tthat 'hemtig 
found them on the floor, he hadthuried^em frita 
the wmdow without obsarving^ tha^<^wy>otii^'was 
passing below% No &rthel' <^e8tion'^a0iasked ; 
but the officer, takuigifaisipipefiaiffhi^iiinoulh, 
coolly pronounced, '■ " Giv©^^ him ^^fly*^* ' The 
soldier, without a wiird,4ajd fahotisellidB tiie^'flobr, 
kicked off his ishoes^ and in s^ttsmsient htS'«£tet 
w^re finally fixed in a loop madenin <be it^niiitby 
the t#o soldier]^ who' held >it ^Sleieres^ ^are in- 
stantly tucked up^ and tbe<8tiekiralBed']|iiGtieretit 
fell, I sprung from the divan, iahd'plaeing^ihyaelf 
before the criminal esLclaimed^ii^ La; l&i'i!(^!t No, 
no !") waving myhand* to'^alrreirt tiiie Ubivu^«I 
then desired ^be dragdmaQHto thteo^ ^(the^bom- 
mandant for his {HxmipElilude,i>1roiiifequeedi)ithat 
the punishment might bei (remitted^ and; t0jas8ipre 
him that the only object/ of ingr't^ppeai'/JKas 
answered, for the soldid-Sy <awar&vii)at Fanank 
travellers were protected by tbeir^^figyptian 
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2 gov,arnment, ' would aopw be = . convincsed, that 
ujthey iwerfe wtltled to nospect The officer, 
^ Avithqut moving ai mu«cle, replied, '^f you wish 
, hid): to be puiiis^dy thetre is the offender-r-if 
. ; you iff» fe^ktiafiect ; let him go." 0» leaving the 
tbiirrack I: perceived that the terminAtion e£ this 
. diijUgreeable affiut was satisfactory to the sol- 
t^ers» for aaulea» .andtailn .taib^ (glyody good,) 
/^re^Mdme ODfHeYi»ry:^a^ although the worthy 
-consul shook- bis head when he heard the tale, 
t fearing thftt Buch' unprecedented clemency might 
; tend^ to diminish European impodrt^ce. ' 
.//Dufmg my monotonous, detection, I was re- 
1 quested by my. host to visit an ixtralid* He 
' Sfck^ i lof . doaJore ■■ practitioners .as ignorant - |^e- 
t;tendefB^ obliged to itonnent their patients with 
^questionfe relative to the symptoms and seat of 
- tl!ieif:oc»9plm(nts^ sagely remarking that the pulse 
/ was sufficient to enaUe a man of real knowledge 
: to^c^cettain both. By means of an Italian book 

o2 
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he professed to have attained some proficiency 
in the healing art, lamenting that the present 
case had hitherto baffled his skilL The patient 
was a woman of large size, suffering from re- 
pletion and inactivity. A proposal to lose 
blood, with other depleting remedies, were so 
obstinately resisted, that I gladly transfetred 
her to the care of a young Genoese, practicing 
at Jerusalem, but driven by apprehension of 
plague to Jaffa, whose gay Syrian costume, and 
handsome dagger in an embossed silver sheath, 
seemed to indicate no lack of patients, or fees. 

Before my departure, I was informed of a por- 
teutons cloud that hung over the British con- 
sulate. The tottering fabric to which that dis- 
tinction appert^dns, unluckily belongs to the 
Armenian patriarch. An insignificant rent, and 

■ ■ ■ . iiKir. 

a well-founded apprehension that it will speedily 

■.■ < » j 

become an untenantable ruin, have induced the 
perverse ecclesiastic to demand possession. This 
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Arbitrary proceeding is considered as an affair 

of state — the British minister at Constantinople 

ri--; ••• ■• i 
has been memorialized, and every effort made 

to avert the disgrace of seeing the EngUsh flag 

driven from a station which it has proudly 

maintained for nearly a century. 

On the 20lii of August, through the medium 

(n the consul, an arrangement was made with 

the rais (the master) of a Jerm for my pas- 

sage to Damietta. His exorbitant demand ac- 

cedea to, every requisite accommodation was 

r 

promised, and, as the wind usually serves in the 

"j-^a V. ' ■ 

evening, I was ordered on board at sunset. 

Again passing the tremendous surf be- 

yona which the vessel lay, I found her to be 

without deck or cabin — ^filled with fire-wood 

. M ^ * 'i ■ . ' 

many feet above her sides, with bags of soap 
stowed on the top of all. No preparation 
hacl been made — the rais was still on shore, 
and my remonstrances only produced a re- 
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cofiimeiidatiott t(l id^ (m *the'blig8 of-^dc^ 
The master At ieugUi, <^otnii% ob boai^' - oi^ 
dered his boat to be coi^iteA mft a tu^ and 
slung to the mast) impudealiy^affiraimg A&f 
no other tent had been prdmised Too <ii^ 
and wet to be made imme^yiati^ liyaila]^ and 
without the means of regsiinin^ the 'sh^re^ after 
mudi atigry cJdHitention I wad ^t^ed- 't<!^ ^Amiit 
to the hai^axd of ^le^ing 6n ifti^ top^ of €h^'][^ 
in the open ear. In the eoinrse it th^ 'tiigh€%e 
set saiL The next day, thei^ hetag no slid- 
ing room on board, I gladly took v{k)Sse^ion^ iof 
the boat, where^ beneath a Idw a^mbg^ I Itty c^n 
my mattress during the whole voyage; • 

We apprdached the mouth of J&e jfite on the 
24tii, but our loaded teissd, unable %^'p6SB Ae 
bar, was obliged to wait for t#o UghterS'^to 
unship her cargo. TTiis tecUous pi^ciftss ae^^oni- 
plished under the scorching irajrs <rf a' ni€^idi& 
sun, we advanced up th6 river to L^befe. 



l^URKISU QUARANTINi^i, 1^5- 

There, to my utter constematioii, contrary 
to tbue assurances I had received from the 
rais aad consul at Jaffa^ I found I should have 
to endure a Turkish quarantine of indefinite 
leagtlk We landed o|)posiite a long shed, re^ 
sembUi^ a range of ox-stalia, open in fronts 
wMib a sloping' roof supported by brick pillars. 
Ittwaa partitioned by a caaa fence into several 
diviskms-^thier only floor a deep sand defiled 
with every species of disgusting impurity. 
Thirteen passengers, most of them of the lowest 
class,, with myself and servant, were impounded 
in one of these repulsive pens, under the super- 
intendence of a military guard. 

I conU only- communicate with the officer 
in command by means of a Greek passenger, 
and a Cypriote Mussulman. Summoning both 
to the entrance, my wishes, expressed to the 
first in Italian, were explained in Romaic to the 
Cypriote, who delivered them in Arabic to the 



parate and suitable ^^opp^n^jp^^^ iaW?^ ffiWft- 
pelled to piirt.wpi ^eqfli^ti(^ j^y .Qirau^^f«^1 re- 
sourqes, . , Directiijg, ^ ^^^ .^^pa^^^l^ifbe |p^ce 
tfl b^ eodosed with mat^, ft .i^^eet ^ tft tMK)Sttfr- 
pei^^ .^Ji)OYe, a|Kl a^pth^i; ; b#)r<Q ti^e^ ,i?ft- 
j^Tfiic^ ^ wug, teut w^ f)[jpie4i7TnwMf*Jtf^ 

became the object (9^, o£^^?^®^ u^^toJrjSi^B* 
^j^ jEel^pwTpasi^ngers pont^ptedly Jay QPlth^ 
fand ;— mo?t of th^on, v^^aWfl to P^t^WP ftp 

sQWty ^pply of ^d bi:wg)^t ito thf|.^nfli|aw«p 

for ^ale, jQhi^fly depended pntbese^ftoglj^l 
which I W3S an;>ply^^oyi4^. , .1. frf^^if^^j^ 
di^patjched a nqi^sseog^r tq. panw**^: ^ dJig^JW^^ 
ten mh^ to a^^ertwn fironv ti^^ ^^nglish jyicen^oiq^ 
sul the probftb^e length of .wy.detj^nticm, witt(W 
urgent request that every effort wght; be, j^c^i^^ 
to bring it to a speedy close. IJe kindly visitf^ 
me on the following day, arranged for the ^arlieu^t 



Tpdssible libei^atiott, tod'reqitestfed nife^^6^ ieefejit a 

• I was allowed. to proceed t6 Damietta bn the 
QTth/vifhere; at the cottetiiate, sittlated'iri the 
middle of the town, I joined atn EogSflb g^tle- 
iftan, lately aitived from Cairo on his w'ay to 
<>^8tantinople, who afterwarda 'changing hiis 
|>lan, accepted ait invitation frbiii 0111" host to' be 
hiff guest for a few months. ^ ' ' 

The consul, Mr. Sorur, long distinguished 
fof hospitable attention to travellers, is an 
intelligent, well-instructed native of the toWn. 
He possesses many books, has cultivated Arabic 
literature, is complete master of Italian, and his 
probity and decided superiority have procured hinl 
gteat influence among his Mohammedan neigh- 
bours. The possession of considerable hereditary 
property enables him to live in a handsome style. 
Occasionally he entertains the governor and 
t>ther public functionaries at his table, nor did 

o 5 



Ibrahim Padhfa Jdi^lia^ hill ifi^ttttidii toi^ifi^er 
^henf' lli^ at Daiiii^tta^ Hei^haMts W? «^b- 
«ta!tttlal, iir^lli^arnish^d vilfe, ^ttoundied/b^ fex- 
ttobiv^ gafdefHtei cm^the skirts of the! W^rfa. ' In 
corifortni^'to wiental usage, the femakfe df "his 
f atnily are se<^ltided in a separaibe tfivision of the 
house, but I had the pleasure of being pti^fi^ented 
to M¥6i'' Sb^r, whose pe^ond'«tiraie*lbii8 are 
far $uperioi* '■ to those <tf Any othfei^' feihfife 'I ^w 
in the Easti Hfer rich Levlswltine costari^ was 
tesplendfent with jewels, and erenthe ci^sftirs 
watch Wate richly istudded with dtambbds.* For 
these badges of oriental distinction Cfeu^hti- 
ttbple is vaunted as a cheap mart, bt^whett' they 
at*e elbi^ly inspected, althougli tiftcn of C(imsi- 
d^Wlble size, they are usually fbuhd to be irose 
diamonds, for the most part irregularly cut, 
sp<>tted or cloudy, and therefore comparatively 
of small vftlue. 

I>amietta;is situated on a fine curve of the 
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Nile,. ' wi|h< rman}< hoU8e9 ^tbat (baye: onee^ been 
handsoQk^ dose ^ the brink ot the watev^ The 
Chri^tbn population ib probably not considerable, 
as the dnireh^of &e Gr^ek eonuaunion^ is ci «uall 
dimea^ion&i .In tbe^ centre is a large chain the 
place ^£ honour, assigned to our respected r€fire- 

I. beard with #oin& suq>rise that.a^ Maltese re- 
ffidenty.&iiotiNrtous character^ who had4ately com- 
Hiitted an atrocious murder, rhad been rescued, as 
a British subject, from the hmids of Turkish jus- 
tice. ' /He was securely lodged in prison until 
the consul could find an opportunity of sending 
him to his native island, where, in the absence 
of all fe^tproof ioS his crime, he would neces- 
sarily be let loose on society to pursue his de- 
struetive course. 

After trying in vain to procure a passage by 
sea to Alexandria, I was finally compelled to pro- 
ceed thither by land. Mules were engaged for 



3<Mt JOVrnJiMYlVO AUBXAMDRId. 

and having surmounted the usual ;>diffieuhi]Hi of 
pjWfbilJg !WBii iiwrrajigu^. the .baggage^ ^aet/*)!- 
wm^j^t ftkVHT ifin the aftdiuooik - The flmde 
driY^m ol>^)U];se . knew only > th^ native^ lan*- 
gu«^e, .^ thajt I wasiieom^Iled to- eugogBiftft 
•^^jUgi^j^ho^spoke a litde Italiaii^ to be my g^kie 
»4jHi9Keyor <m thejoiitney« ' r ;^ni ;hf >i iii^ 
>.. Soanuktsmg. sig^t of Tegetatio%^3nd dto^ 
stAufiy making our way through tiie deep sandd 
(^the icoftsi^ at nine .o'dlock we reached Looi^n^ 
*9ur &raft halting-pkoe, where I slept in aismaU 
corneal hut : dl canes, neatly thatched witb^ 
out^ and plastered withui. Grossing in a boat 
the nest morning, a deep muddy ^diafifnel^ i^half 
filled with water, i stiU traversed the coast ^4jMh- 
varied by vegetation* A well and a few pidfti^ 
trees distinguidied the villi^ wbere I again 
sto{qped for the night It consisted entirely of 
cane huts^ in the shape of extinguisiier%of ^wfaidi 



^thilt'aiiteedifeiyee.di'^' bc^jn;;oci:i.L'5 :<; v«iil i>ni^ 
iBjn noon ' the ' next day^:^! r^aob^ 3tutosi 
wbsiie I crossed^iiserUke, tb^compoien^ a^joiimey 
c^^n4i(mT6,TkoiRoi^etta, thsongfa stxleeespt ol^BdClfdj^ 
AoithQUt tt single in^hitaBt Ouv trad^^'^^M^^ 
maUy on idie mari^Df thia sea^ofisi^ <^idi]4^tMid 
the remains of wrecks. liaifbttrieM} ilittk^^luM^ 
wkh ooea&MKiiaily fitayed casks- oci^fea^mmti^ of 
timberi- n^icii served for; fuel whei^ w^e fomid 
iltiiaeoessaryf to halt. Towards tnidnight'-lrlt'- 
Veiling beoaai^e so laborious, that,, eonnilelled 
to-: relinquish my -plan of pushing forwaidi at 
omie to the: Nile, the animab ware relieved 
loom thei?; loads, and we gladly prepared Cmt a. <fiMr 
htQUfs' repc^e. The moon shone with resf^ndest 
birigbtness, oyer a wide expanse of sand,-*-4he 
s^beat with sidlen murmurs on liie duMPS. 
Uucumbered with food or water our arrange^ 
m^fits for the night were soon com|deted 



^vance4. th? r. distant sight r.jirf ?palmHiltee6 
j(^b^e«r€|d oivTi dp^iiy progre^ riWe at length 
reaebed the banks (tf the Nila^' iidbere tiie 
mules, that for twenty-rfiour hours, had been 
without food or drint^; weie widi difficidfyJre?- 
9tsained ife^m impetiiOjasly jnuehing J^ 
{ ; wa^; dpeedily j fended .acco8s< vto due )towti,i i neh 
i^^ainedja d^y at ^a small inn: Jiept^i.^ nafcive/4]|f 
Ragusa^ and after'tmhiig anodiffir daycthnni^'a 
sandy plain skirted by the sea, reached Alexr 
andria, where, at the Aquila d'Oro, a newly- 
established hotel, I had the satis&ction of joining 
my companion, who had arrived ten days before. 
Here we stayed a fortnight to make the neces- 
sary preparations for ascending the Nile to Upper 
Egypt. 

Some explanation may be deemed necessary 
for having, contrary to my original design, in- 
terspersed my narrative with historical incidents ; 
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but difflcult indeed trould be the task of keeping 
witMa 1^ restricted bounds of p^t^sona) obser- 
vation in countries like Syria and Palestine, 
where memorable placei^ fraught with reoollec- 
tions of aocient glory-^of long pi^osperity-^-*^ 
submissive religious endurance— and of the' de- 
solating • course of inexorable fanaticism, so eon- 
1»nuallj dceoir-^where the contrast between thefr 
past and present ^tate is so striking, and that 
contrast so forcibly impressed on the mind by 
actual survey. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Ascend the Nile to Upper Egypt— Tomb* at Betti 
Hassan— Temple at Dendera — Stupendous Rem;^^ 
at Thebes— Greek Papyrus containing a portion of 
the Psalms — Letter descriptive of the Temples and 
Island of Phils — ITiicivilized state of the Katives of 
Nubia — Disappointment at not being supplied tnth 
the delicacies peculiar to the Country — Wadee 
Haifa—The Second Cataract— Retiun to Thebes— 
F^te in Belzoni's Tomb — Disembark at Cairo. 

It was originally my intention to select ftom 
my notes a rapid sketch of our interesting voyage 
up the Nile, but having already trespassed be- 
yond all reasonable bounds upon the patience 
of the reader, I will now only detiun him vnA 
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a few unconnected extracts from letters written 
at E'Sooan, Philae, and Cairo. 

E'Sooan, (Syen^,) Nov. 24.th, 1832. 



On the twenty-ge^pud of October, when we 
left Cairo, the inundation of the Nile had 
begun, to,; sut)si4^^ ; Tbi3 mi^ty expaj:^se,^i>f 
w^ef,' flowing through a feHile valley, bord^i^ 
on each side by rocky decliyities, that alternately 
receding and approaching, form the margin of the 
river; — ^the continual succesaion of villages 
i/^herever the plain is of any width, — (many of 
them indeed deserted, and others half in ruins, 
but not the less picturesque for that,) — and these 
villages for the most part embosomed in pain) 
trees, — all contribute by their novelty to the de-^ 
light of the voyage. The poverty of the inhabi- 
tants of this productive district qan hardly be 
conceived. Mournful monuments of degradation 
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and misery-Hso abject is ijieir destitulidi^' imd 
so importunate tb^ir demMd^ tUdt ^timy seeftift 
to inherit beggary as a birthright ! Owls, vuU 
tores, predatory atnmak, and disgusting ver- 
min every where abound; and had I the sa-: 
gacity of the dervish, I am sure I should 
hear — " Long life to Mohammed AU i White 
he reigns^ there will be no lack of ruiaed- vil- 
lages." '•■''^■' •'■-;:■ '^'--■- ■'- 
Would that I had the benefit df yotil- Eru- 
dition to enlighten my darkness on rmxif kh 
abstruse point of history, and to reconcile the 
startling disctepancies of jailing historimiSi 
Don't denoun<5e my unbeli^f-^^ut' "put U^k 
trust, I beseech you, ia He^odottis, when treat-^ 
in^ of Egypt and Egyptian affairs. Purely the 
Gre^ sage mirat hav-e fallen in with the nurse 
of Pharaoh's daughter, and gravely recowied 
all the " tales of wonder" she related. His eir/i- 
Jicial Lake Moeris has been proved by recent 
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and actual survey * to be a natural reservoir ; 
aod his marvellous labyrinth has vanished ^^int» 
thin air^" and <<like the baseless fabric of a 
vision," lefl/ ^' not a wreck behind." Even the 
progeny of hb tame crocodiles can no longer be 
found in the Fayoom, nor have we yet discovered 
tbeiri^culptured effigiesi decorated with the neck- 
laces and braeel$ita which he has so liberally be-** 
stowed upon them. 

. At Beni Hassan^ which we reached October 
29th, we found beautifully-executed sepulchral 
grottos,— *the original type of the Doric column, 
afterwards adopted and imjj^oved by the Greeks, 
with innumerable paintings and bas-reliefe repre-^ 
senting domestic and other scenes of ciViliased 
life, which are proved by hieroglyphic inscrip- 
tions to have been executed about the time the 
IsradUtes quitted Egypt. 

* By Mr. Wallis, an English engineer in the service 
of the Pasha. 



308 T£MPL£ OF DENDERA. 

'A -Splendid temple, nearly Entire, which we 
saw iBlt Dehdera, (Tentyris,) Nov, 9di, captivated 
li^ t)y its extent,' its beauty, and the profusion of 
s^ptur^ with which ihs^ <m,amented. This 
iiripdsiiig monument, however, the new light 
of hieroglyphic discovery has proved to be a 






1^/ ^r .J - !,. ■':■■ >'. -i; 



stfiicture of yesterday, (for hbre a thousand 



i,\ /; 



yedrs'arebut as one day,) begun during the 
sovereignty oi the Ptolemies, and finished under 
Roman dominion. It is consequently voted in 



^* / ; V- •,-:."■ ■■;'•// 



bad taste, and of course forbidden to be admired. 



■^^ - '''■.•. "J • ;■.> 'i 1' t< ■ i i. 



Tlfiank heaven, I am not yet sufficiently illu- 
iriihated to participa^te in this feeling. In 

'^ .a '^V' ' -it-*-'. '■^'f'j? f .j'kj I 

spite of the frowns of the big-wigs, I will never 
shrink from expressing pleasure when I feel 



, ^ ■• ( i 



pleased. Literally covered as it is with sculp- 
tiire both within and without, and the whole 

» > ■ ^ 

heretofore gorgeously painted, how splendid 
must have been the eflPect it originally pro- 
duced ! Indeed, after having seen Thebes, with 
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its gateways forty feet high, its colossal figures 

.: ,■ ■ .• '■.■' '.1. ■•■■ 

of proportionate magnitude, its forest of stup^u- 
dous columns,, and its avenues of enormous 
sphynxes two miles in length, — what other con- 
clusion can be formed than that this ancient 
city was once the metropolis of the Titans,— 

and that the temple of Dendera was the favourite 

^ . . . t- '■' '.-■■■'■'■'. . J ■ 

toy of the royal childreq, kept under glass, and 
only exhibited on Sundays and holidays ? 

But what shall I say to you of Thebes?; 
Where are all her stately palaces — where her 
hundred gates? Her once vast extent ia 
now a dreary desert, the den of the fox and 
the jackall, the polluted haunt of the bat — 
the secure retreat of noxious reptiles that still 
maintain undisturbed possession of the fallen 
shrines over which they once presided as tutelary 
deities. 

The stupendous temples of Kamak and Luxor 
— the Memnonium — with its granite colossus, 
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measiiring upwards <rf tv^enty fee* across the 
shoulders, now prostrate- iwad frad;ured*^^pnce- 
forth to be called the Rame^seioii; /(for the ^^sen 
of Aurora" has been deptis^ fromi the isove- 
yeignty conferred on him by the {k'^ich, iand 
Ramesses the Great now reigns in his stead,)* — 
the once vocal Memnon, with his towering com- 

plain ;—rMedeenet Haboo^ :vfiiiQh ipdiides 4901 
interesting fragment oi^ perhaps, the ittdBt ancierit 
regal dwelling that exists; — Goomoo, with its 
interminable necropolis ;— an4 the splendid and 
spacious excavated palaces, that fprm a series of 
royal tombs in the western valley;— all bear 
silent but sure testimony to the extent^ popula- 
tion, and grandeur of this apci«nt and celebrated 
city. 



.* 



• Among the various objects of anticjuity whieh were 
purchased from the Arabs at Thebes, were two papyri, 
^e one in Coptic^ the other in Greek; both in the form 



PAPyjtus FSAtTijR.: ' , 811 

Vain woubld' be i the attempt to give you an 
adaquate idea trf these varbus and wonderful 
remains, now half buried in the sands of the 
desert. Those of Kamak aJbne cover a apace 
aufficieat for a moderate-sized town, while the 
massive fragments of the temple of Luxcnt would 

of books. The subject of the Coptic papyrus, now in 

'.,■,/.. ■ ■ - ■".,■...■ 

the possession of Sir William Gell at Naples, has not yet 
been ascertained j fiiut sincie liny return to England, the 

• preek. papyrus has been. di^povfa;ed to contiun a por- 
tion of the Psalms. The leaves^ of about ten inches in 
length by seven in width, are arranged, and have been 
sewn together like those of an ordinary book. They are 

- ibrmed of strips of the papyrus plants crossing each 
other at right angli?s. The writing, continued on 
both sides, is perfectly legible, the letters partake 
both of the uncial and cursive, sometimes standing 
K^uite apart, unconnected by cursive strokes, with 
accents occasionally but not regularly inserted. The 
beginning of the MS. is imperfect, and it concludes 
with the second verse of the 34th Ps^m^. The t«xt, as 
far as it has been collated, has been found to be a good 
one, and tp possess some interesting variations not 
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make our proudest edifices ^^hide their dinpdpuib/ed^ 
beads. 

Splendid bas>relie& covermg the Yiust waUgr^ 
of the bilge propyla that kari to these tj^i^7 : 
pies, are equally interesting aa historical m^moT^. 
rials, and as works of art Here the;canque^.^ 
of Ramesses the Second* the Sesostria of the^'> 
Greeks, with those of other Fhantohs^ a^ 9P!9^7- 
mem(»rated on immense sculptvred auT^AceS|^)l;ha|;, 
have withstood the influence of time, and the 
more destructiYe fiiry of man, Ifx more tbaa,. 
thirty centuries, and now authenticate the ,ip-. . 
torious expeditions of the great Egyptian coii^/ 
queror, so long held to be fiBibul(His.^fiut . 
enough of this — for the week I spent at Tbel^^.,. 

found in otber ancient ▼erMons. These papyii were both 
discovered among the rubbish of an ancient convent _ 
at Thebes^ remarkable as still presenting some frag- 
ments of an inscription, purporting to be a pastoral 
letter from Athanasius^ Patriarch of Alexandria, who 
died A. D. 371, which has been conjectured to be the 
age of the manuscript. 
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where we arrived on the 15th of November, was 
merely sufficient to enable me to catch a cursory 

ft 
- •« . . 

glatice of the wonders of that marvellous region. 
I must now hasten forward, stopping only for a 
moiiieftt to look at the beautiful fragment of a 
small temple at Erment, the ancient HermonV 
this; and I am sure you will afterwards gladly 
excuse my doing more than peeping into a fine 
poftlco at Esn^, (Latopolis,) and just noticing' 
thfe- painted sepulchres at Elythias; — and then 
etd.Tbini6g a little morie minutely a spacious 
temple, nearly entire, at Edfoo, (ApoUonopolis 

Magna,)— and after glancing at the sculptured 

» 

qiiWies of Silsilis, and admiring a beautiful 
fragment at Ombos, you will not regret my hur- 

■*■)- 

ryingon to E'Sooan, (Syen^) from whence, after 
examining Philae, we mean to launch into the less 

explored wilds of Nubia. 

# # # 
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Philffi, Nov. 27th, 1832. 



After viewing with wonder the stupendous 
pyramids, and pacing the extensive mounds that 
alone indicate the site of mighty Memphis, 
we began to ascend the Nile, with expectations 
highly excited. At Beni Hassan, Dendera, and 
Thebes, these were fiilly realized, and we are 
now revelling in antiquarian enjoyment amidst 
the splendid relics of the celebrated island 
of Philse, once the sanctum sanctorum of Egyp- 
tian superstition. - 

Let us now, my dear madam, take a survey 
together of this interesting spot If you throw 
your pocket-handkerchief carelessly on the table, 
it will perhaps assume an irregularly-oblong, and 
somewhat angular form. Such, then, is the shape 
of this Uttle island, that, comparatively speak- 
ing, your silk apron would cover. Remark 
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its elevated banks, originally surrounded by a 
massive wall, now more or less ruined, — ^in some 
places projecting forward like a huge bastion, in 
others washed away by the devouring flood; — 
and where accumulated rubbish invites allu- 
vial deposit, observe that little margin of lately- 
sown lentiles and Nubian beans, over which a 
few scattered date trees, and wild acacias, throw 
a welcome shade. • Here and there we see fine 
remains of landing-places, with fragments of 
stately entrances, — ^their broken flights of steps, 
or broad inclined causeways, resting against the 
face of the wall, as they descend to the water. 
Having succeeded in clambering over these 
dislocated blocks of stone, and at length gained 
the summit of the bank at the most acces- 
sible point — that elevation to our left consists of 
huge masses of granite, for the most part in their 
original positions, their surfaces rounded by de- 
composition; while some that have slid from 

p 2 
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their: beds hang^ tofqdmgioiver (the litde' path ^tiiat 
¥mdB round tthe idiffH4)Ut / do; fi€4iihedaiai^ 
where they now rest they hare quietly tepOsed 

for ages.' • ■ - ::■. ^•■- y.:yn\i,'yj- -: i .5> 

Hie pomt happily passed*^that huge'edtfioe, 
or rather assemblage of edifieeis^ on ihe opposite 
side of the island, but not- a sxstone^B'/ Acow 
distant, is' die large itempliev whioh looksta» iliit 
bad been erected as a eounterppil^eito, tins mi&siss 
of granite we hare ju»fe'noticed.-tMA. little barthOT 
if you please— these crude briok rtdns' that nomtr 
every where surround ^s, someof l^micuridusly 
niched into the rock, are sispposedjtd Jbe^^die 
remains of early Christian rjdw^iiigB^wiu^ 
mixed widi more adeieiiit i fragments,, jsq; comh 
|iletely cov?er thie whole ' surface of '^ei island, 
that not a tree, not a blade of grass, is /aiiy 
where to be seen, save on some of the slopes 
leading down to the river. 

Pray take care ! — for it is onty.by crossifig 
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tfaftse tottering heaps^ 'and paasiiig the top of that 
fine staircase^ fitted with rubbish, which descends 
to ihe Nile, that we can gain the bottom of yoti* 
der magnificent colonnade, which leads firom this 
exttiemity of the island quite up to the temple. 
Observe, ■■ first, tiie solid wall that dips down 
mety wheve en this- side, atleast thirty feet into 
thei watev;- frOmwhichH^rising' above diie surface 
<3i''4BLB soil, and' pierced with > windows that look 
acrosr the river "to some remains of another 
temple on the island of Biggeh, — it forms the 
back of the colonnade on the left^ Near the small 
obelisk that you see on the same side, at the far- 
thest, extremity opposite the temple, is the cavity 
that once contained its fellow, and from the 
.parapet betwe^i them you look perpendicularly 
down on the water. These characteristic Egyp- 
tian ornaments marked &e commencement of 
an approach, which, passing between two small 
open temples, now broken and encumbered. 
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and widening beyond into a noble aTenue, 
that even now exhibits more than thirty 
columns on the left^ and half as many on the 
right, led up to the propylon, or grand en- 
trance to the temple. This propylon,— and 
such buildings of various dimensions^ and some- 
times several of them in succession^ usually form 
the imposing entrances to Egyptian temple^--^ 
consists, as you see, of a magnificent square 
gateway, at least forty feet high, with its appro- 
priate architectural termination, placed between 
two oblong square towers, each of more than a 
hundred feet in height by fifty in width; and 
these towers, gradually diminishing in size as 
they advance in height, and finkhed at the top 
with a projecting cornice, thus assume the form 
of truncated pyramids. 

Remark that the whole of this enormous 
facade is covered with sculpture. In that series 
of deities in bas-relief, each figure must be from 
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iMrty to forty feet high ;-M)ther8 succeed them 
up to the very summit, the intervening spaces 
being every where ornamented with those pic- 
turesque combinations that form hierogljrphic 
inscriptions ; and the whole of these sculptures, 
together with all architectural ornaments, from 
the capitals and shafts of pillars, to the smallest 
hierogljrphic, were once brilliantly painted in 
appropriate, and probably significant colours^ 

We now pass the sacred portal which conducts 
us into a spacious square court, where you will 
immediately perceive that the inner surface of 
the propylon is equally rich in sculptured deco- 
ration, — as well as the beautiful Uttle temple 
with its surrounding columns on our left, the 
colonnade that faces it, and the second smaller 
propylon in a line with the first, — through which, 
if you are not too weary, I will now hand 
you. — Here you behold a miracle of art ! You 
have entered — not the holy of holies — but one of 
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jj^e most splendid pprtifjQ^.^^l^at^jE^gyjBt^^ 

vnl\ — but pl^aaiirablQ. feelings, fl^je^ot I tp.^ con- 
trolled by names and epochs. — Three rQ^f^-of 
columns, of magnificent dimiansious^ |ind J)e^tiful 
, proportions, their shafts richly sculptured, , ,B^d 
their capitals, diflFering.from f;^h othej^,jCojn- 

ppsed of: a happy mixture,, jp(f the floiy^.^oi^fi^t® 
, lotus, and the foliage of the paLpa, aopa^^ojIfT^m 

brilliant in their pristine colours, support^, as ypu 

see, a highly-wrought flat ceiling, the centre of 

which not being continued to the propylpn, 

gives it the advantage of a subdued and suita^e 

The ornamented doorway .before us leads into 
the inmost recesses of the temple, now dark and 
cheerless, the foul retreat of bats, Uzards, and 
scorpions, which therefore you will not regret to 
be excused exploring. A noble vestibule is 
succeeded by three spacious chaml^ers with 



' lef4' all *n6arly entire, tlielr \^ato^' And ceiliiigs 
• 'as thickly embossed with seulptuT« as chased 
plate. •■" '■ ^ ■'' *' '■'■' '•'' 

'" Prom a side btttlet Ti6ar die centn^ a stiiircafee 

'feads to the roof, where there are many -^mall 
i^artnients, one of them covered with highly 

interesting arid* ■ ctirioUs^ itrythological sithjei^s. 

' ^TV<l)m hehce th6f sfiiriihiit of the second ' ^i^Jiylon 
may also be ascended, where ihe prospect at this 
hbtir is so dazzling, that not having your parasol 
iat; hand, you must allow your imaginatioii to 
fill tip the piiCture. — But you look fatigued;''! 
will therefore only detain you while I briefly 
dir^' your attention to the sevet*al separate 

' fragments that adjoin the principal edifice. 
The niiost important which I perceive you 
already gaze at with admiration, we hiust 
pass through to regain the spot where our 
researches began. Let us step for a moment 

p5 
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into the shad6 of this detached, half-buried gate* 
way, which an old woman, the sole inh^ittot 
of the island, has contrived to convert into a 
dwelling, by filling up the front with a heaip 
of loose stones, and leaving a square hole for 
an entrance. 

We now see to the greatest advantage the 
light and graceful structure before us, which 
presents on each side five columns, with an en- 
trance at both extremities formed by two others. 
An inter-columnar wall, wrought into pannels, 
and finished with a cornice, includes the pillars 
to half their height, and their varied capitals, 
composed of clustered foliage, are surmoimted 
by a sort of open entablature, terminating in 
a bold moulding. Thus, while the established 
rules of architecture are all violated, a most 
harmonious and happy eflFect is produced. In- 
deed, were this edifice covered with a flat 
roo^ of which no sign is perceptible, it would 
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forai a banqueting-room worthy the fevels of 
of the Macedonian hero himself. But hark !^— 
'tis the dinner signal. The path lies in this 
direction, and don't be afraid of trampling down 
the luxuriant lupins, and trailing Nubian beans, 
— for two carlines would purchase the whole 
crop, and the old sybil of the ruins be a gainer 
by the bargain. 



Cairo, Feb. 18th, 1832. 



The solitary Queen of Philae could hardly 
be expected to dispatch the last of her unde- 
voured pigeons with my letter to Cairo, even 
had I tried the talismanic effect of pronouncing 
the honoured name of my valued correspond- 
ent ; nor will you have any difficulty in believ- 
ing that the pasha's system of civilisation has not 



ipffi^ft. j^ritl^ea9rdfe*a;9*;i^<^h^ He»jccs» sorely 

^i^list.ii^y, ydll,; I wa«, jCQixipelkid to4ctiii» my 

Jfasit Jett^r UEtil I r^aiebed tbis place. : i ^ n : ^ 

/ (Tb^ <H)iMipuatioijL: ^ my voyage, bey cmd Phibe 

>^^ qmt^ ', ,, as Int^restMibg as my residence tibere, 

>^Kthe whp)^. va^ey j(if thie Nile (Sstisy.m teutb 

ib^tJikeR^ ^9,^p,,ip^tennin^e sfereej .of 4ambs, 

^yerjiigi^U^re . sinewed with , mouldering remains 

of ruined cities, of stately structures, of-vio- 

;la,t^d sepulchres, and not uufrequently with 

the frail relics of naan, whose ^ bones tiow 

whiten th^ soil over which, he once proudly 

ruled! 

, The unciyilized state of the inbabitaiU:&i9f 
Nubia was a novelty for which I wajs not 
prepared. They have long, strait hair, and 
a.lthough nearly black, have no trace of the negro 
countenance, Their habitations and habits of 
life are equally primitive. The toilet of both 



0AYR. 



^^ 



3sezj|es.is aHy- iMn^ but oostly^ fo^ tbe nliatrens 
Mrear onl^ -a single kkxi^-gai^ii^fit in'^ 
to bracelets and i^ocklaces of <^oii^d be^ 
with which they ai«e proftisely loaded; while 
the whole- attire of the young giri&is ^diiially 
confined to a sort of apron, ot rather petti- 
coat, fonaed of thdngs -of l^the*, placed 
thickly together, and m*nattiented witb s^^ 
shells and <M)loured beads, ofben pyetlil^ *il^- 
ranged. 

The capital, Dayr, is a straggling, inud*%uilt 
village, in the midst of which are two decetit- 
looking houses, one of them, that of the govenior, 
exhibiting the almost forgotten luxury of re- 
gular windows. These people are now inva- 
riably civil, and aware of the value of money. 
They evince little disposition to traffic, but we 
obtained sufficient supplies for our immediate 
wants. Wherever irrigation can be accom- 
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plished great fertitity is apparent; but the 
rocky boundaries of the Nile often leave only 
an inconsiderable strip of soil, which of course 
widens as the river subsides, and of this the 
inhabitants so anxiously take advantage, that 
it would be difficult to find a space, however 
narrow, which is not planted to the edge of 
the water. 

In 'some respects, however, I was, in this 
remote country, disappointed. I had ex- 
pected to see crocodiles leading forth their 
young broods to bask in the sun upon every 
shelving bank, and to have feasted alternately 
from day to day upon barbecued ape, croco- 
dile curry, and ostrich-egg omlet. But these 
delicacies the natives pertinaciously retained 
for their own use. A small crocodile was the 
only rarity we could procure, which was destined 
in the course of its projected education to make 
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the tour of Europe^ but one oold morning: it , 
took a sulky fit, and out of sheer s^te gave 
up the ghost ! Occasionally we saw groups of 
these monsters basking on the low islands 
as we passed, and sometimes found an oppor- 
tunity of giving them a warm salute by 
which to remember US. Flocks of birds were 
often quietly stationed near these unwieldly 
reptiles; — perhaps those said to perform the 
friendly office of picking their teeth, and of 
keeping their mouths and throats free from 
leeches, but I never saw them actually engaged 
in these amiable attentions. 

After spending a highly gratifying day 
at Aboo Simbel, we reached Wadee Haifa on 
the 9th of December, and walked a league 
over burning sands, to look from the top of 
a rock upon the second cataract On the 
16th we arrived once more at Philae, and 
dropped down to Thebes on the 22nd With 
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evef^ thing there you are doubttess as well 
acquamted as if you had mounted a donkey, 
as I did, arid rode from one end of it to the 

other. 

■•'.■.■• ...'..•.■■'.!/ 
The sovereignty of that ancient domain niay 

now be considered as vested in Mr. and Mrs. 



?.-■•>...■.• 



Hay, who have resided fliere some time in a 
c4padous, excavated t6mb, commodioirsly and 
comfd^rtably arr'airiged. They received lis 'most 
Mndly, aiid the lady, an amiable, intelligent 
Greek, excited by her various acquirements our 

highest admiration. A neighbouring sepulchre 

, • ' I. 

has been converted into a studio by a circle of 

artists busily employed in delineating and taking 

'^tari^ 6^ the motiiiments, to complete a superb 

cott^ctiofl, which Mr. Hay has for some years 

1ieen forming with indefatigable zeaL 

As wie remained a fortnight at Thebes we 

partook of the hospitality of these estimable 

inmates of the tomb on Christmas-day, nor 
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were our distant friends forgotten on . that in- 
teresting ^nniversarjr. , On l^ew Ye^r'p, D^y, 
in conjunction with Mr. Hopkins, a igen- 

tleman about to extend his researches^ to 

. ;■• > • . 

Meroe, we gayeafSte i;a Bel^oni's tomb to the 
whole party» , Tlie different chambers were 3uc- 
cessively and brilliantly illuminated with row^v^f 
wax lights, fixed on ,b9ardgji and ca:nried by qien 
from place to place j^i^they,w^i^e,reqwe<^^, ^^^o 
idea can be formed of the splendour qf tjh]|S 
subterraneous palace thus lighted up. The 
brilliant, and somewhat gaudy colours, which 
retain their original lustre, were softened 
and harmonized into beauty, while the vary- 
ing light and shade exhibited the bas-reliefs 
to great advantage. ' In a small apartment, 
known as the sidebos^rd-room, our repast was 
served. Although cruelly defaced, and enciun- 
bered with large fragments cut from the pillars, 
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and broken from the walks the indignation ex- 
cited by such wanton outrage did not de-. 
stroy the cheerful satisfaction of the assembled 
guests. 

On the 5th of January we left Thebes, with 
a feeling of regret at not having had sufficient 
time thoroughly to explore the splendid monu- 
ments of ancient grandeur that we were quit- 
ting for ever; and arrived on the 18th at 
Cairo,* exulting in our release from the long 



* I was fortunate enough to succeed in bringing 
from Cairo to Naples^ in a healthy state^ four plants of 
the Sycamore Fig, (Ficus Sycamorus,) the first, 
strange as it may seem, that have been brought to 
£urope. The coffins, utensils, &c, of the ancient 
Egyptians, still discovered sound and perfect, are 
made of the wood of this tree. With the hope that 
another useful production might be added to those of 
the south of Europe, two were presented to the Nea- 
politan Botanic Garden, one was planted in the grounds 
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imprisonment of that disgusting nest of vermin, 
an Egyptian Nile boat. 



of the Hon. Keppel Craven, at Penta, near Naples, 
and another in those of Prince Butera, at Palermo 
in Sicily. 



J / ■ 
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NOTE. 

Page 74. 

BRITISH COMMERCE WITH DAMASCUS. 

A CONSIDERABLE trade has already commenced between 
Liverpool and Damascus. Of some details which I had 
procured and intended for insertion here^ I am obliged^ 
by want of room, to give only the results There is at 
present an established demand at Damascus for muslins, 
cotton yarns, and white and printed goods. The 
trade is daily increasing, and the exports of the cur- 
rent year will certainly exceed £200,000. West India 
produce is sent to a moderate amount, and the various 
goods are paid for in specie, bills of exchange, and 
the productions of the country. The principal returns 
are silk, galls, madders, gums, opium, and sponges— 
the silk in considerable quantity, but the quality 
not fine. The annual amount of imports from Syria 
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can scarcely be ascertained^ the trade being quite new, 
with every prospect of considerably increasing. Three 
£nglish houses have already been established at Da. 
mascus — goods designed for that market are shipped 
at Bairoot — those sent to Aleppo go by way of Alex- 
andretta. 



THK END. 
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